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Hello Fellow Friendship Force members and friends! 

 

LΩǾŜ ƘŜŀǊŘ ƛǘ ǎŀƛŘΣ ά¢ƛƳƛƴƎ ƛǎ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎΗέ  Lƴ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊΣ L ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ŘŜŎƛπ
ǎƛƻƴ ŀōƻǳǘ άǘƛƳƛƴƎέ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƴƻǿΦ  aȅ ŘƛƭŜƳƳŀ ƛǎ ǘƘƛǎΥ  ¸ƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ǘƘƛǎ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊ Ƨǳǎǘ 
ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ƻǊ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎΦ  LŦ L ǿǊƛǘŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ƘŜŀǊ ǘƘŜǊŜΣ ƛǘΩƭƭ 
ōŜ ŀ ǊŜǇŜŀǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎΦ  LŦ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘŜƭƭ ȅƻǳ ƴƻǿΣ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŀǘǘŜƴŘΣ ǘƘŜƴ ƛǘ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ƻƭŘ 
ƴŜǿǎ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ȅƻǳ ƘŜŀǊ ƛǘ ƛƴ ƴŜȄǘ ƳƻƴǘƘΩǎ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊΦ  {ƻ LΩǾŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ŘŜŎƛŘŜŘ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ȅƻǳ ƛƴ 
ǎƻƳŜ ǎǳǎǇŜƴǎŜΦ L ƘƻǇŜ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ōŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƘŜŀǊ ǘƘŜ ǳǇŘŀǘŜǎΣ ƻǳǊ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ǊŜǇƻǊǘΣ 
and to say hello to our mystery guest.   

 

Speaking of mysteries, let me remove two mysteries about our 2010 exchanges.  First, we were 
ŀǎƪŜŘ ōȅ CCL ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ŀ ǿƻǊƭŘ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ ǊƻƭŜ ƛƴ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ŀƴ ά!ƭƭ ²ƻǊƭŘέ ŜȄŎƘŀƴƎŜ ǘƻ /ŀƴōŜǊǊŀ ŀƴŘ 
Gold Coast, Australia.  While we wanted to accept this tremendous challenge and honor from 
FFI, the Board did not want to accept the exchange only to have to cancel if we were unable to 
ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦȅ ŀƴ 9Φ5Φ ²ŜƭƭΣ LΩƳ ƘŀǇǇȅ ǘƻ ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ DŀǊȅ ŀƴŘ aŀǊƛƭȅƴ aƛǘŎƘƴŜǊ ƘŀǾŜ ǎǘŜǇǇŜŘ ŦƻǊǘƘ 
to lead this exciting exchange.  Having visited Australia last year for the annual conference, I can 
ŀǎǎǳǊŜ ȅƻǳ ǘƘŜ !ǳǎǎƛŜǎ ǿƛƭƭ ǎƘƻǿ ȅƻǳ ŀ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ŘƻǿƴΩǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƛƳŜΗ  LΩƳ ŜȄŎƛǘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ Ŏƭǳō ŀƴŘ 
ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ DŀǊȅ ŀƴŘ aŀǊƛƭȅƴΩǎ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜŦŦƻǊǘΦ 

 

Secondly, we extended an invitation to the Indonesian clubs to visit us in 2010, and they have 
accepted.  Jakarta will lead the exchange for all the Indonesian clubs.  I met these wonderful 
people at the Australian conference, and they are so kind, gracious, and thoughtful.  We will be 
honored to host them in our homes and show them our communities.   

 

Even before the Jakarta club arrives, you have a tremendous opportunity to participate in an 
ά9ŀǎǘ ƳŜŜǘǎ ²Ŝǎǘέ ŜȄŎƘŀƴƎŜΦ  Wƻŀƴ [ŀƳōŜǊǘ Ƙŀǎ ǎƻƳŜ ŜȄŎƛǘƛƴƎ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳ ŀōƻǳǘ 
the upcoming exchange this fall to South Korea.  Some have expressed concerns that conditions 
are not ideal right now, the economy is uncertain, etc. . . . but when are circumstances ever 
ideal?  This may be a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to experience the return hospitality of the 
Gwanju club who visited Dayton several years ago.  They are delighted to welcome Dayton to 
{ƻǳǘƘ YƻǊŜŀΣ ŀƴŘ LΩƳ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǳǇ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƳƛƴŘ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǿŀǊƳŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǎǇƛǘŀƭƛǘȅ 
of the South Korean people and enlighted by a greater understanding of their culture and cus-
toms.   

 

. . .  So pull out that old sense of adventure that you packed away, tuck it in your carry-on with 
some child-like anticipation, and head off to make some great new friends and Kodak moments 
in an exotic locale.  These are the types of exchanges that make Friendship Force so unique. 
Make the most of it! 

In friendship, 

      Vicki Thompson 

      President 

 

  

NEWSLETTER 

FRIENDSHIP FORCE OF DAYTON, OHIO 

Orville Wright in flight over  

Huffman Prairie, approxi-
mately  
1,760 feet in 40 1/5 seconds,  
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N ew 2009-2011 Board of Directors 
  

Every two years our club selects a new Board of Di-
rectors to serve the local club.  The new Board will 
assume office at our Annual Meeting on April 25, 
2009, and serve a two-year term.  The incoming 
Board officers are:  Vicki Thompson, President; Dick 
Graf, Vice President; Gary Mitchner, Secretary; Frank 
Sensel, Treasurer.  In addition to our Founding Direc-
tor, Jeanne Comer, other directors include:  Steve 
Birt, Mary K. Federle, Tom Graham, Joan Lambert, 
Bob Remm, Terri Stockman, and Louise Van Vliet. 
  
We owe a debt of gratitude to those wonderful 

members who are leaving the Board and who have 

shown tremendous leadership.  We extend our sin-

cere appreciation for service to:  Chuck Ackley, Kend-

all Clay, Betty Darst, Bill Hagan, Karen Sensel, and 

Larry Thompson.  THANK YOU 

I t is with great sadness, 

that we have learned of 

the sudden passing of Diana 

West on March 27 as a re-

sult of a stroke. Ralph was at 

her side.   

Ralph and Diana were great 

long-time members of 

Friendship Force and, in fact, had been on the Solo-

thurn, Switzerland, exchange this summer. 

Lƴ wŀƭǇƘΩǎ ƻǿƴ ǿƻǊŘǎΣ 

ά CC ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀǊŜ ŀ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ƎǊƻǳǇΣ ŀƴŘ 5ƛŀƴŀ ŀƴŘ L ǘǊǳƭȅ 

loved our association with everyone.  

YƛƴŘƭȅ Χ ά 

The family asks that instead of flowers, you make a 
donation to: 

Make-A-wish Foundation, 2545 Farmers Road, Co-
lumbus, Ohio 93235 

Home address of Ralph West is :  2844 Cannon Circle, 
Lewis Center , Ohio 43035 

His e-mail is :   westsrd@gmail.com     

We offer our sympathy and support to Ralph and his 
family on this great loss. 

 

T ǿƻ άLƴ aŜƳƻǊȅέ donations have been received 
honoring our recently deceased friends, Freddie 

Klefeker and Diane West.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

W anted: Jeanne Comer is looking for gifts 
for the Silent Auction to be held in con-

junction with the 30th Anniversary Celebration. 

If you wish to contribute any items, services, 
trips, use of vacation homes, etc. please let 
Jeanne know at 937-434-5414 
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R EPORT ON THE FF MIDWEST REGIONAL CONFERENCE HELD IN MADISON, WISCONSIN,   APRIL 17-18 

The Midwest region, made up of 14 clubs from Wisconsin, Minnesota, Illinois and Iowa met 
for their Regional Conference in Madison.  For the first time, the Great Lakes Region, made up of 
8 clubs from Michigan and Ohio, were invited.  In all there were over 100 participants . 

 

Joan and I were the only ones present from the Dayton club, and there were 2 from Cincinnati, 4 
from Lansing, 2 from N.E. Ohio and 3 from Western Michigan. 

 

On Thursday night, approximately 30 participants were home hosted, including us.  A dinner was 
held by various groups for hosts and guests. 

 

The conference was very well planned with guest speakers, workshops, and of course President 
George Brown of FFI on the program at various times.  Workshop subjects were: Capturing the 
Essence of Friendship in Pictures (scrapbooking); Nuts and Bolts of Running a FF club; and Do-
mestic Exchanges. 

 

tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ DŜƻǊƎŜ .Ǌƻǿƴ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜŘ ǳǎ ǿƛǘƘ ά²I!¢ LCΚέ   What if we try this or that! 

IŜ ǊŜƳƛƴŘŜŘ ǳǎ ǘƘŀǘ ²ŀȅƴŜ {ƳƛǘƘ ǎŀƛŘΣ ά²Ƙŀǘ ƛŦ ǿŜ Ǝƻǘ ŀ ǇƭŀƴŜ ƭƻŀŘ ƻŦ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ǘƻ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ 
ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΚΣ  ²Ƙŀǘ ƛŦ ǿŜ ǘǊƛŜŘ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ Ŏƭǳōǎ ƛƴ wǳǎǎƛŀΣ  9ǘŎΣ 9ǘŎΦ ά 

 

2008 has been a difficult year financially, but overall a successful year. Exchanges are down 
somewhat, but the budget has been reduced to reflect this and the club is within its budget.  
More clubs are encouraged to combine exchanges to get them filled.  Take exchanges spon-
ǎƻǊŜŘ ōȅ CCL ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ŀƴ ŜȄŎƘŀƴƎŜ ŀǎǎƛƎƴŜŘ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƭǳōΦ 

 

The idea of combining the Midwest and Great Lakes regions for a conference was successful 
(although more could have attended) the two Regional Representatives are working on having 
another combined conference, and this time it will be held in our own Great Lakes Region. 

 

It was as usual a really fun occasion for all of us, meeting new and old friends and learning and 
listening to new ideas. 

 

We hope that more of you will participate the next time and make Friendship Force more mean-
ingful to you. 

 

Bill and Joan Blaine 

 



K OREA: Come join the Outbound Exchange to Gwangjiu, S. Korea.   
 

 

Join us for a fabulous homestay with our Friendship Force friends in Korea. 

We will be departing from Dayton on October 12 to fly to Seoul, Korea.  Upon arriving in Seoul, 
we will depart by motor coach to Gwangju where will meet our host families. 

 

After spending a week with our host families, we will fly to exotic Thailand for a week of 
magnificent sightseeing. 

 

We will be seeing a solid gold Bhuddha weighing 5 tons.  We will travel by long-tailed 
boats on the klongs  (canals) and Chao Phraya River to see the serene simple lifestyle of 
ǘƘŜ ¢ƘŀƛΩǎΦ  Lƴ .ŀƴƎƪƻƪΣ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ DǊŀƴŘ tŀƭŀŎŜǎΣ ǘƘŜ 9ƳŜǊŀƭŘ .ƘǳŘŘƘŀΣ ŀƴŘ Ƴŀƴȅ 
more amazing sights. 

 

The group will then fly to Chaing Mai.  This is known as the 
Golden Triangle where Myanmar (Burma), Laos and Thailand 
come together.  Some of the unusual sights we will be seeing 
are the Lisu, Yao, Akha, and Karen villages.    Traveling by long-tailed 
boat on the Mekong River we will have the opportunity to ride ele-
phants through the jungle, visit orchid farms and handicraft villages 
where we can watch the artisans at work. 

 

 

 

 

Our group will travel in an air-conditioned van 
or bus with an English speaking guide   Many 
meals and entrance fees are covered. 

 

 

After 7 very busy days, we will return to Bangkok for our flight home on October 28th. 

 

Contact ED  Joan Lambert by email at jlambert9@woh.rr.com or by telephone at 937 440 8855. 
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G ary and Marilyn  Mitchner have been chosen as Exchange Directors for the  
άDƭƻōŀƭ 9ȄŎƘŀƴƎŜέ 5ŀȅǘƻƴ CC ǿƛƭƭ ƭŜŀŘ ǘƻ /ŀƴōŜǊǊŀ ŀƴŘ ¢ƘŜ DƻƭŘ /ƻŀǎǘΣ 

Australia, in September of 2010. These (Global) exchanges are different in that 
they will have a strong focus on cultural understanding  and  that about half the 
ambassadors will be from around the world and half from the leadership club. FFI 
άōŜƭƛŜǾŜǎ ȅƻǳǊ Ŏƭǳō Ƙŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ ŀƴŘ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ǳǎ ŘŜǎƛƎƴΣ ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ 
ŜǾŀƭǳŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ŦƻǊƳŀǘ Χ ŀƴŘ Ǉƭŀȅ ŀ ǘǊŀƛƭōƭŀȊƛƴƎ ǊƻƭŜ ŦƻǊ CǊƛŜƴŘǎƘƛǇ CƻǊŎŜΦέ  [ƻƻƪ 
for more details in upcoming issues of the newsletter. 

 

I f you are interested in hosting, day hosting, planning or helping in any other way with the Inbound 
exchange from Solothurn, Switzerland, and Minneapolis MN. please contact the ED Gary Mitchner  - 

Gary.mitchner@gmail.com  and 937-299-1663  This exchange is scheduled for September 26 to October 
2, 2009.  

N ineteen members of the Friendship Force of Dayton will  travel to Louisville, Ken-
tucky and Memphis, Tennessee as participants on a domestic exchange May 12-18, 

2009. 
 
 Besides social events and dinners with our new Louisville and Memphis Friendship Force 
friends, our hosts have arranged great visits to well-known attractions, as well as to hidden 
local gems. 
 
In addition to Churchill Downs, the Kentucky Derby Museum, and the Speed Art Museum, 
our Louisville friends are showing us the Falls of the Ohio; the American Printing House for 
the Blind; the Howard Steamboat Museum in Jeffersonville, Indiana; and historic Locust 
Grove, the home of George Rogers Clark. 
 
Our Memphis friends are taking us to the National Civil Rights Museum and to the Memphis 
Zoo to see their pandas. We are sure to enjoy strolling down Beale Street, watching the 
Marching Ducks at the Peabody Hotel and experiencing the tastes of the World Champion-
ship Barbecue Cooking Contest.  We will see Memphis in bloom at visits to the Dixon Gallery 
and Gardens and the historic Rhodes College campus. 

 

Bill and Mary Lou Meers are the exchange directors for the exchange 


