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Hello Fellow Friendship Force members and friends!
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and to say hello to oumystery guest

Speaking of mysteries, let me remove two mysteries about our 2010 exchanges. First, we were
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Gold Coast, Australia. While we wanted to accept this tremendous challenge and honor from

FFI, the Board did not want to accept the exchange only to have to cancel if we were unable to
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to lead this exciting exchange. Having visited Australia last year for the annual conference, | can
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Secondly, we extended an invitation to the Indonesian clubs to visit us in 2010, and they have
accepted. Jakarta will lead the exchange for all the Indonesian clubs. | met these wonderful
people at the Australian conference, and they are so kind, gracious, and thoughtful. We will be
honored to host them in our homes and show them our communities.

Even before the Jakarta club arrives, you have a tremendous opportunity to participate in an
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4 the upcoming exchange this fall to South Korea. Some have expressed concerns that conditions

are not ideal right now, the economy is uncertain, etc. . . . but when are circumstances ever
ideal? This may be a onaea-lifetime opportunity to experience the return hospitality of the
Gwanju club who visited Dayton several years ago. They are delighted to welcome Dayton to
{2dziK Y2NBIFIZ YR LQY adNB (GK2a$8 ¢K2 YIS dzJ
of the South Korean people and enlighted by a greater understanding of their culture and cus-
toms.

... So pull out that old sense of adventure that you packed away, tuck it in youocawigh

some childike anticipation, and head off to make some great new friends and Kodak moments
in an exotic locale. These are the types of exchanges that make Friendship Force so unique.
Make the most of it!

In friendship,
Vicki Thompson
President
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Make-A-wish Foundation, 2545 Farmers Road, Co
New 20092011 Board of Directors lumbus, Ohio 93235

Home address of Ralph West is : 2844 Cannon G
Every two years our club selects a new Board of Dj-q\vis Center . Ohio 43035
rectors to serve the local club. The new Board will .. _— .

. . . His email is: westsrd@gmail.com

assume office at our Annual Meeting on April 25,
2009, and serve a twygear term. The incoming Ve offer our sympathy and support to Ralph and
Board officers are: Vicki Thompson, President; DiéRMily on this great loss.
Graf, Vice President; Gary Mitchner, Secretary; Frank
Sensel, Treasurer. In addition to our Founding Direq-;j 2 GLYy adhafignsiBage been receiveq
tor, Jeanne Comer, other directors include: Steve honoring our recently deceased friends, Fredg
Birt, Mary K. Federle, Tom Graham, Joan LambertK|efeker and Diane West.
Bob Remm, Terri Stockman, and Louise Van Vliet.
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We owe a debt of gratitude to those wonderful anted: Jeanne Comer is looking for gifts

members who are leaving the Board and who have-, . . for .the Silent Aucthn to be held in C(.mff
- junction with the 30th Anniversary Celebration.

shown tremendous leadership. We extend our sin-7 . . . . v
- |If you wish to contribute any items, services, -

SN NN

cere appreciation for service to: Chuck Ackley, Ker:fdt-rips use of vacation homes, etc. please let -
all Clay, Betty Darst, Bill Hagan, Karen Sensel, and” jeanne know a@37-4345414 7
Larry Thompson' THANK YOU ::///t’//////t’//////t’//////t’///////////////:;

I t is with great sadness

that we have learned of
the sudden passing of Dian
West on March 27 as a re-
sult of a stroke. Ralph was
her side.

\
Ralph and Diana were grea ¥ | l‘
long-time members of
Friendship Force and, in fact, had been on the Solo-
thurn, Switzerland, exchange this summer.
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loved our association with everyone.
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The family asks that instead of flowers, you make a
donation to:
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JHL ONIONVHO
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EPORT ON TIHE MIDWEST REGIONAL CONFERENDHEWADISON, WISCONSIN, APRIS817

he Midwest region, made up of 14 clubs from Wisconsin, Minnesota, lllinois and lowa met
for their Regional Conference in Madison. For the first time, the Great Lakes Region, made up of
8 clubs from Michigan and Ohio, were invited. In all there were over 100 participants .

Joan and | were the only ones present from the Dayton club, and there were 2 from Cincinnati, 4
from Lansing, 2 from N.E. Ohio and 3 from Western Michigan.

On Thursday night, approximately 30 participants were home hosted, including us. A dinner was
held by various groups for hosts and guests.

The conference was very well planned with guest speakers, workshops, and of course President
George Brown of FFI on the program at various times. Workshop subjectsGegtering the
Essence of Friendship in Pictures (scrapbooking); Nuts and Bolts of Running a FF club; and Do-
mestic Exchanges.
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2008 has been a difficult year financially, but overall a successful year. Exchanges are down
somewhat, but the budget has been reduced to reflect this and the club is within its budget.

More clubs are encouraged to combine exchanges to get them filled. Take exchanges spon-
42NBR 6@ CCL AT é&2dz OFyQd 384 +ty SEOKIy3aS | aa

The idea of combining the Midwest and Great Lakes regions for a conference was successful
(although more could have attended) the two Regional Representatives are working on having
another combined conference, and this time it will be held in our own Great Lakes Region.

It was as usual a really fun occasion for all of us, meeting new and old friends and learning and
listening to new ideas.

We hopethat more of you will participatethe nexttime and makeFriendshipForcemore mean-
ingfulto you.

illand JoanBlaine
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OREA: Come join the Outbound Exchange to Gwangjiu, S. Korea.

Join us for a fabulous homestay with our Friendship Force friends in Korea.

We will be departing from Dayton on October 12 to fly to Seoul, Korea. Upon arriving in Seoul,
we will depart by motor coach to Gwangju where will meet our host families.

After spending a week with our host families, we will fly to exotic Thailand for a wee
magnificent sightseeing.
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We will be seeing a solid gold Bhuddha weighing 5 tons. We will travel byalitet

boats on the klongs (canals) and Chao Phraya River to see the serene simple lifes
0KS ¢KIFAQaA® Ly .Fy3121z S gAftf asSs
more amazing sights.
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B come together. Some of the unusual sights we will be seeing
¥ are the Lisu, Yao, Akha, and Karen villages. Traveling biaileng
boat on the Mekong River we will have the opportunity to ride ele-
phants through the jungle, visit orchid farms and handicraft villages
where we can watch the artisans at work.
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Our group will travel in an atonditioned van
or bus with an English speaking guide Many §
meals and entrance fees are covered.

KK K SE I

After 7 very busy days, we will return to Bangkok for our flight home on OctolSer 28

Contact ED Joan Lambést email aflambert9@woh.rr.conor by telephone at 937 440 8855.
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( ;ary and Marilyn Mitchner have been chosen as Exchange Directors for
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Australia, in September of 2010hese (Global) exchanges are different in that'
they will have a strong focus on cultural understanding and that about half t
ambassadors will be from around the world and half from the leadership club
GoStAS@®Sa &2dzNJ Of dzo Kl a GKS fSI RSN
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for more details in upcoming issues of the newsletter.

I f.you are interested in hosting, day hosting, planning or helping in any other watyr the Inbound
exchange from Solothurn, Switzerland, and Minneapolis Miease contact the ED Gary Mitchner
Gary.mitchner@gmail.com and 93299-1663 Tis exchange is scheduled for September 26 to October
2, 20009.

Nineteen members of the Friendship Force of Dayton will travel to Louisville, Ken-
tucky and Memphis, Tennessee as participants on a domestic exchange Md.12
20009.

Besides social events and dinners with our new Louisville and Memphis Friendship Force
friends, our hosts have arranged great visits to ¥albwn attractions, as well as to hidden
local gems.

In addition to Churchill Downs, the Kentucky Derby Museum, and the Speed Art Museum,
our Louisville friends are showing us the Falls of the Ohio; the American Printing House for
the Blind; the Howard Steamboat Museum in Jeffersonville, Indiana; and historic Locust
Grove, the home of George Rogers Clark.

Our Memphis friends are taking us to the National Civil Rights Museum and to the Memphis
Zoo to see their pandas. We are sure to enjoy strolling down Beale Street, watching the
Marching Ducks at the Peabody Hotel and experiencing the tastes of the World Champion-
ship Barbecue Cooking Contest. We will see Memphis in bloom at visits to the Dixon Gallery
and Gardens and the historic Rhodes College campus.

Bill and Mary Lou Meers are the exchange directors for the exchange



