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          E X T R A !    E X T R A ! 
 

The year was 1979 . . . do you remember a few of these headlines? 
 

ROSE BOWL:  USC 17, Ohio State 16 

 

Vietnam Takes Over Cambodia  

 

Shah Leaves Iran for ñVacationò 

  

Accident at 3-Mile Island Nuclear Plant Threatens Area 

 

$1.5 Billion Federal Bailout Approved for Chrysler  

 

Dudley Moore, Bo Derek star in ñ10ò 

 

Best Pop Female Vocal:  òIõll Never Love This Way Again,ó Dionne Warwick 

 

OPEC Announces Further Oil Price Increase, 50% in One Year 
 

Margaret Thatcher Elected First Woman British Prime Minister  

 

New Dayton Friendship Force Initiates Inaugural Exchange with Cali, Columbia 

 

Could it be?  Have 30 years really passed?  In many ways the world is a different place.  Maps 
have changed.  Technological changes have radically transformed the way many of us live, work, 
and communicate.  Yet some things never change.  Despite some persistent problems like Middle 
East strife and auto industry crises, the GOOD NEWS is the Friendship Force of Dayton is still ac-
tively involved in building friendships and goodwill around the world.  So be certain to make your 
plans to join us for celebrations on October 4Φ  Lǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀ ƎǊŀƴŘ ŜǾŜƴǘ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ƴƻǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƳƛǎǎΗ 
 

While we look back and remember the great legacy of the Dayton club, we want to continue to 
build on that heritage for the future.  The Board and club participants spent Saturday morning, 
August 15, brainstorming ideas to move us toward the future.  Read more inside this newsletterτ
ŀƴŘ ōŜ ǇǊƻŀŎǘƛǾŜ ōȅ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘƛƴƎ ŀ άDƻŀƭέ ƭŜŀŘŜǊ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ Ƙƻǿ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ƘŜƭǇ ǳǎ ǎǘŜǇ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƻǿŀǊŘ 
the next 30 years. 
 

In the meantime, buy your raffle tickets for the beautiful quilt designed and stitched by our own 
Charlotte Paugh, AND plan to meet new friends from Switzerland and Minnesota at a welcoming 
potluck dinner at the Oakwood Community Center on Sunday, Sept. 27.   See you then!  
       In friendship,   
       Vicki Thompson,  President 

       

NEWSLETTER 

FRIENDSHIP FORCE OF DAYTON, OHIO 

Orville Wright in flight over  

Huffman Prairie, approxi-
mately  
1,760 feet in 40 1/5 seconds,  
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H elp! Muscles needed. We need  more  men 

to help setup tables, chairs and flags  for the 
30th Anniversary party.  This will be done on Satur-
day, Oct. 3. starting about  9 AM. If you can help, 
please let Frank Sensel know . We will have to take 
down  after the party too. 

T hanks to all the Greenville folks who 
made the annual FFD picnic a success! 

We had a great time  seeing old and new friends and 
of course there was the chicken, corn, ice cream and 
homemade goodies! There were a number of new 
faces including the family from Switzerland  visiting 
the Grafs. 

N ewsletter delivery. Currently, production 

and mailing of the newsletter is one of our lar-
ger expenses. There are  advantages to you and the 
Club in receiving the newsletter either through the 
Adobe PDF link Bill Meers sends you or from the Day-
ton Friendship Force web site. If you are currently 
receiving the newsletter by mail and wish to receive 
it  electronically only, please email Tom Graham at  

thomas.graham@notes.udayton.edu  

B ill Blaine is doing well. He is out of rehab 

and at home. Everything went well and he is 
making a speedy recovery. He goes out walking, at-
tends meetings and made his class reunion. Keep it 
up Bill! 

G ary Mitchner reports that the preparations 

for the inbound exchange from Solothurn & 
Minneapolis-St. Paul are going well and are nearly 
complete. 

He also requests that if you are interested in the 
Global Exchange to Australia and New Zealand in 
2010 to please contact him.  

gary.mitchner@gmail.com  

T he Silent Auction needs additional  

items.   We have 17 and would like to increase 
it to 30, one for each year of our existence.  We need 
a variety of items  and they do not necessarily have 
to be connected with an exchange.  Call/e-mail Char-
lotte Paugh, 832-6347 or schatzi@bhrcres.org to reg-
ister your donation.  Thanks for all your help.                
Charlotte Paugh 

 

A viation Group Honors Volunteer  

DAYTON -- Betty Darst, an aviation historian 
and supporter known for her portrayals of 

Katharine Wright, sister of the Wright brothers, has 
received an award for volunteer service from the Na-
tional Aviation Heritage Alliance. 

The annual award is named for Ivonette Wright 
Miller, grandniece of Wilbur and Orville Wright. 

Darst, of Beavercreek, received the award Tuesday, 
Aug. 11, at the alliance's annual meeting. This year, 
Darst was a key volunteer in organizing the National 
Aviation Hall of Fame's Wings of Women conference 
which brings together young women and prominent 
female aviators to promote interest in aviation. 

(Reprinted from Dayton Daily News) 

V OLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES:                 
   1. E.D. needed for 2010 inbound ex-

change from Indonesia.  Interested? Contact a mem-
ber of the exchange coordinating committee (Bill 
Hagan, Bill Blaine, or Gene Gross). 

2.  Get in the "Ho-Ho-Ho" spirit early this year--
Volunteer to coordinate the holiday party scheduled 
for December 13th at Hope Hotel!  Contact Vicki 
Thompson at 376-3213 or vickithompson@woh.rr.com 

       
 

M ISSION 
To promote global understanding across the barriers that 

separate people 

VALUES 
Mutual Respect Å Cultural Diversity Å Cultural Exploration Å 

Service 

V IS ION  
Å Each individual will make a contribution to global goodwill. 

Å The Friendship Force worldwide network of clubs and indi-

viduals will overcome differences among people and na-

tions. Å By connecting the world, one friend at a time, we 

will create a world of friends that becomes a world of peace. 
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Friendship Force of Dayton 

Strategic Planning Meeting ς August 15, 2009 
 

Members of the Friendship Force of Dayton were invited to participate in a strategic planning meeting on Sat-
urday morning, August 15.  The following members attended:  Cindy Clay, Kendall Clay, Suzanne Cramer, Mary K. Fed-
erle, Dick Graf, Bill Hagan, Joan Lambert, Helen Miller, Marian Oroszi, Charlotte Paugh,  Bob Remm, Frank Sensel, Vicki 
Thompson, and Louise Van Vliet.  The Board conducted a short business meeting, and then proceeded to conduct the 
planning session. 

 

 ¢ƘŜ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴ ƪƛŎƪŜŘ ƻŦŦ ǿƛǘƘ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǊŜǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ CCLΩǎ ƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΣ ǾŀƭǳŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘǎΣ 
ŀƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ǎƭƻƎŀƴ ά/ƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ²ŀȅ ¸ƻǳ {ŜŜ ǘƘŜ ²ƻǊƭŘέΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǘŀƎƭƛƴŜ ƻŦ ά9ȄǇƭƻǊŜ ς Understand ς 
{ŜǊǾŜέΦ  ¢ƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǊŜǾƛŜǿŜŘ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƭǳōΩǎ ŀŎŎƻƳǇƭƛǎƘƳŜƴǘǎ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ ол ȅŜŀǊǎΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎΥ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ 
Friendship Force club in Ohio; many founding members still active after 30 years; leadership role in establishing other 
clubs in Ohio, Michigan, Bosnia, France, and Switzerland; success of many outbound and inbound exchanges; leader-
ship role in community and world-wide outbounds to Balkan region; aviation festival; district conferences; participation 
on international board  including Chairman of the Board; recipient of every FFI award (Legacy Award, three Volunteer 
of the Year Awards, two Lifetime Achievement Awards, Club of the Year Award); local recognition (Founder on Day-
ǘƻƴΩǎ ²ŀƭƪ ƻŦ CŀƳŜΣ ǇǊƻƳƛƴŜƴǘ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ tŜŀŎŜ tƻƭŜύΤ ол ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻŦ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘƛƴƎ ŀ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊΤ ŜȄŎŜƭƭŜƴǘ ǿŜō ǎƛǘŜΤ ŜŦŦŜŎπ
tive e-mail communication system; and the genesis and catalyst behind all the successesτάhǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōƻȄέ ǘƘƛƴƪŜǊǎ 
and doers! 

 

 tŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀƴǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƘŜƴ ŀǎƪŜŘ ǘƻ ōǊŀƛƴǎǘƻǊƳ ŀōƻǳǘ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜȅ ǾƛŜǿ ǘƘŜ ά/ǳǊǊŜƴǘ {ƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴέ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƭǳōΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŘŜπ
scriptions included:  declining and aging membership; declining exchange opportunities; diminished enthusiasm; dimin-
ished participation in exchanges; lack of understanding by non-members regarding participation versus membership 
requirements; existence of little to no PR ; global politics inhibiting some foreign visitors (Visa requirements); percep-
tion of world safety; economics and cost of travel. 

 

 tŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀƴǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƘŜƴ ŀǎƪŜŘ ǘƻ ōǊŀƛƴǎǘƻǊƳ ŀōƻǳǘ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ŜƴǾƛǎƛƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƭǳōΩǎ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
ŦǳǘǳǊŜΦ  ¢ƘŜȅ ŘŜǎŎǊƛǇǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘΥ  ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜŘ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇΤ ƳƻǊŜ ŜȄŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ ǘƻ ƳƻǊŜ άŦǊƛŜƴŘƭȅέ ǇƭŀŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƳƻǊŜ Ŝŀǎƛƭȅ 
ǊŜŀŎƘŜŘ ŎƭǳōǎΤ ǎƻƳŜ ƻǳǘōƻǳƴŘ ŜȄŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ ƛƴ ŎƻƭƭŀōƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŎƭǳōǎΤ ŀ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ Ŏƭǳō ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΩ 
preferences and willingness to support various types of out bounds such as humanitarian, adventure, cultural only, or 
bridge builder exchanges; more age diversity with young family participation; greater interaction with local cultural 
organizations and foreign students; increased enthusiasm about programs within the club and among community 
members. 

 

 Next the participants focused on generating ideas of how to bridge  the current situation to their vision of the 
ŦǳǘǳǊŜΦ  ²ƘƛƭŜ άǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎέ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ƛǎ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭƭȅ ŦƻŎǳǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎ ŀƴǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜŘ р-10 years into the future, the group fo-
cused on more near-ǘŜǊƳ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ ƳƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ Ŏƭǳō ǘƻǿŀǊŘ ǘƘŜ άŦǳǘǳǊŜέ ǘǿƻ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŦǊƻƳ ƴƻǿΦ  ¢ƘŜ ōǊŀƛƴǎǘƻǊƳƛƴƎ 
ideas included:  PR (particularly in local/neighborhood papers); changing the perception about participation (i.e., par-
ǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ Ŝǉǳŀƭ ǘǊŀǾŜƭΤ ƛǘΩǎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ άLέ ŎŀƴΩǘ Řƻ ǳƴǘƛƭ ǘƘŜ ƪƛŘǎ ŀǊŜ ƎǊƻǿƴΣ L ƘŀǾŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǾŀŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƛƳŜΣ ƻǊ 
when I retire); collaborate on exchanges; host international speakers at community events; involve foreign students 
and/or immigrants; establish subcommittees to expand involvement of total membership; survey members regarding 
ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ǿƛƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƻ Řƻ ǘƻ ŀŎŎƻƳǇƭƛǎƘ ƎƻŀƭǎΤ ǘŀƭƪ ǿƛǘƘ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŀƴǘΤ ŀŘŘ ƳƻƴǘƘƭȅ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ƻǊ 
events; involve intergenerational participants; act as advisors to school/youth groups for language classes, social stud-
ies and/or geography classes; develop programs and/or collaborative efforts with other like-minded groups (such as 
Sister Cities); use inbounds as means toward local community outreach. 

       

      continued  page 4 
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       from page 3 

 

Participants were given three votes to cast for those ideas they felt would propel the club forward AND in which they 
would be willing to participate in order to help make the efforts successful.  The top three goals are: 

Collaborate on Exchanges 

Hold monthly Activities/Events 

PR and Use Inbound Exchanges for Community Outreach. 

 

Those present then split into three groups (see Notes on Goals on  page 5)  and dialogued about action plans to 
ŀŎŎƻƳǇƭƛǎƘ ǘƘŜ ƎƻŀƭǎΦ  !ƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ŘŀȅΩǎ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜŘ ǇŜǊƳƛǘǘŜŘ ƻƴƭȅ ƭƛƳƛǘŜŘ ǘƛƳŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ŜŦŦƻǊǘΣ ŜŀŎƘ ƎǊƻǳǇ 
then shared some of their key ideas and thoughts.  A leader stepped forth for each area and will continue with their 
teams to push toward further developing their plans for implementation.  Participation by other club members is 
highly encouraged, so find the area that interests you and let the goal leader know of your willingness to participate.  
Together we can build upon the heritage of the first 30 years and propel the club forward for an even more enduring 
legacy in the future! 

MEMORIES OF A PAST EXCHANGE 
 

I n 1997, the Dayton FF had an exchange to Bockhorn, Germany.  One of the many pleasures with that club was 
the planting of a tree in our honor.  We were also given a document showing that we were the godfather of a 

German-Oak tree, planted in our honor.  I (Bill Blaine) have just received the above picture of our tree after 12 
years and thought those of you who were on that trip might like to see how well Helmut and Christa Bartels have 
taken care of it. 

Those on that exchange were: Helen Miller, Murray & Jan Elsass, Ralph and Diana West, Anna Cooper, Joan Lam-
bert, Don & Gwen Juszczyk, John & Sally Farnbacher, Ralph & Dawn Beasecker, Bill & Mary Ellen Hagan, Don & Sue 
Blaine, Jim & Wanda Ney, Dale & Wanda Rismiller, Anita Peltier and E.D. Bill and Joan Blaine. 

Unfortunately, some are no longer with us, and some are no longer in FF, but all are immortalized in this magnifi-
cent tree growing in Bockhorn. 


