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ON THE WEB 

www.friendshipforcedayton.com 

(Dayton FF web site)  

www.thefriendshipforce.com 

(FFI  web site) ALL NEW!! 

  Seasons Greetings! 
 

Dear Friends, 

 

 At this time of year, most folks stop and reflect on the past year . . . but 
ǿŜΩǾŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ǇŀǳǎŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ ол ȅŜŀǊǎΗ  ¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ǿƘƻ ƧƻƛƴŜŘ 
the festivitiesτŜǾŜƴ ƎƻƻŘ ƻƭΩ {ǘΦ bƛŎƪ ƳŀŘŜ ŀ ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎŜ ǾƛǎƛǘΗ  ²Ŝ ǿŜǊŜ ƘƻƴƻǊŜŘ ǘƻ 
have George Brown, President of FFI, present along with many members, guests, 
past participants from exchanges, and Friendship Force members from other 
clubs in neighboring states!  The committee (and their many family draftees) 
worked hard to put on a fabulous evening, and we tip our hat to each and every-
ƻƴŜΦ  όLΩƭƭ ƴƻǘ ōŜƎƛƴ ǘƻ ƴŀƳŜ ƴŀƳŜǎ ŦƻǊ ŦŜŀǊ ƻŦ ƭŜŀǾƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜΦύ  !ǎ Ƴƻǎǘ 
successes with Friendship Force, it was a group effort and many folks played key 
ǊƻƭŜǎ ƛƴ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴǘ ŀ ƘǳƎŜ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎΦ  LΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ŜȄǘŜƴŘ ŀ ƎǊŀŎƛƻǳǎ 
thanks to everyone who donated and purchased silent auction items and those 
who participated in the raffle of the lovely quilt.  We are finalizing the numbers 
and look forward to kicking off the new year by sending a nice check to Women 
for Women because of your generosity. 

 

 нлмл ǎǘŀƴŘǎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǳǎ ŀƴŘ ōŜŎƪƻƴǎΦ  LǘΩǎ ŀ ƴŜǿ ŘŜŎŀŘŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ƻƴƭȅ 
begin to imagine what may be in storeτbut this is not a group who will stand idly 
ōȅ ŀƴŘ ǿŀƛǘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǿƘŀǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴǎΗ  LƴǎǘŜŀŘΣ ǿŜΩƭƭ ōŜƎƛƴ ǘƻ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ǘƻπ
gether as we start the next 30 years.  Many activities and events are unfolding, so 
I encourage you to watch the newsletter and your e-mail for updates.  Moreover, 
L ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ǘƘƛƴƪ ŀōƻǳǘ Ƙƻǿ ȅƻǳΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ƛƴ нлмлΗ  !ǎ ȅƻǳ 
submit your dues, take a few minutes to fill out the left section of the dues form 
and let us know your interests.  Then take action!  Roll up your sleeves and help 
us continue to build on the firm foundation of the past while we excitedly look 
forward to the future!   

 

 Happy New Year to you and yours!  May 2010 be your best year yet!  

       Cheers, 

       Vicki Thompson 

       President 

    

NEWSLETTER 

FRIENDSHIP FORCE OF DAYTON, OHIO 

Orville Wright in flight over  

Huffman Prairie, approxi-
mately 1,760 feet in 40 1/5 
seconds, Nov. 16, 1904. (Lib. 
Cong.) 

     Vicki and George Brown at the 

       30th anniversary party 
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E XCHANGE NEWS: 
 

T HE AUSTRALIAN/NEW ZEALAND OUTGO-
ING exchange's dates are Sept 10τSept 29, 

2010, with hosts in Canberra and the Gold Coast, 
stays in Sydney, and an additional land tour of the 
southern island of New Zealand.  An informational 
meeting for all interested in the exchange is sched-
uled for January 27, 2010, at 6:30 p.m. in the lower 

level community room at Wright Memorial Li-

brary, Oakwood. 

H ighlights of the Exchange :  Currumbin Wildlife 
Sanctuary, Tamborine Mountain, Breakfast on 

the Pacific, Burleigh Headland Rainforest, lots of 
shopping, theme parks, Meet-the-Mayor, tree plant-
ing in Friendship Grove, and, of course, Welcome and 
Farewell dinners.  And in New Zealand, from Christ-
church to South Island West Coast, Punakaiki 
(pancake rocks), Hokitika, more shopping especially 
for pounamus -- jade/greenstone -- Okarito, the nest-
ing place of the kotuku (white heron), Franz Joseph 
and Fox glaciers, Queenstown, Lakes Wanaka, Wa-
katipu, Te Anau, Milford Sound, Lakes Tekapo and 
Pukaki, MacKenzie Basin, and back to Christchurch, 
the Garden City of New Zealand... 

C urrently about 20 people have  signed up. Call or 
e-mail Gary Mitchner 937-299-1663 or  

gary.mitchner@gmail.com if interested 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I NBOUND FROM JAKARTA and all INDONE-
SIA is scheduled for July of 2010. Get a headstart! 

Begin learning about Indonesian society and culture.  

For an overview you can start with Wikipedia at 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indonesia  

Steve Birt is the exchange director. Let him know if 
you can help in any way: hosting, day hosting, plan-
ning a trip or event, liaising with local officials etc. He 
can be contacted at 937-547-6198 and 

hetuck@gmail.com  

I NTERNATIONAL STUDENTS FROM TURKEY, 
JAPAN AND FRANCE spent Thanksgiving dinner 

with Dayton Friendship Force members.  If you 

would be willing to host an international student for 
a meal or a day, please contact Louise Van Vliet at  
vanvlil@muohio.edu or leave a message on her an-
swering machine - (937)  298-2086. 

I NTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To register go to: www.thefriendshipforce.org 

 

M ISS ION  
To promote global understanding across the barriers that 

separate people 

VALUES  
Mutual Respect Å Cultural Diversity Å Cultural Exploration  

Service 

V IS ION  
Each individual will make a contribution to global goodwill. 

The Friendship Force worldwide network of clubs and indi 

viduals will overcome differences among people and na-

tions. By connecting the world, one friend at a time, we will 

create a world of friends that becomes a world of peace. 

      tǁƘǳǘǳƪŀǿŀ trees of New Zealand 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/P%C5%8Dhutukawa
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 Memories of a Youthful Traveler  
 Jason Burris, Jeanne Comers grandson, as told  at the 30th anniversary celebration. 
In the spring of 1997 I took a trip with my grandmother to Sarajevo, Bosnia.  It was not a trip I was particu-
larly excited to go on and meant that I was going to miss my prom.  In the end, as is often the case in our 
lives, my parents forced me to go and I am grateful to them for it. 
  
The trip had a profound impact on my life and expanded my reality to a wider awareness of the world.  I boarded the plane to 
Bosnia as a self-ŎŜƴǘŜǊŜŘ ŀƴŘ άǘƻƻ Ŏƻƻƭέ ǘŜŜƴŀƎŜǊΦ  L ǊŜǘǳǊƴŜŘ ŀ ƳǳŎƘ ƘǳƳōƭŜŘ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΦ  Lƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘǊƛǇ L ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜŘ 
and learned many things.  Some of the things that impacted me most were: 

¶         Meeting our host who did not speak a word of English yet willingly offered her home up to us.  Her husband 
had been killed on the back porch during the conflict by a hand grenade. 

¶         aŜŜǘƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ƘƻǎǘΩǎ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊ ǿƘƻ ŘƛŘ ǎǇŜŀƪ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ ŀƴŘ ǘƻƻƪ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ Řŀȅǎ ƻŦŦ ǿƻǊƪ ǘƻ ǎƘƻǿ ǳǎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ƘŜǊ ŎƛǘȅΦ 

¶         Seeing the square where a bomb went off killing 21 people who were waiting in line for bread.  A cellist from 
the national orchestra played his cello for 21 days to mourn the event, a day for each person. 

¶         Most cities have a tourist district that sell trinkets and mementos to take home from your trip.  In Sarajevo the 
trinkets were expended ammunition casings stamped and worked into pieces of art.   

¶         Visiting the site of the Olympic stadium.  The stadium had been torn down to make room for a graveyard for 
ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ƪƛƭƭŜŘ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŦƭƛŎǘΦ  Lƴ ŀ ǎƳŀƭƭ ǎŜŎƭǳŘŜŘ ǇƻǊǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŀǾŜȅŀǊŘ ǿŀǎ ŀƴ ŀǊŜŀ ŦƻǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ƎǊŀǾŜǎΣ 
many had less than a year between their date of birth and date of death.  This experience in particular broke through 
my self-centered walls and made me realize many things about mortality and what is important in life.  It inspired a 
poem that I shared with everyone involved with the trip and is printed here: 
 

ODE TO SARAJEVO  

  

A wooden stake, driven silently into the earth, 

A headstone laid carefully to rest, 

Flowers tearfully left for a loved one. 

Such is our claim on the graves of Sarajevoé 

And that claim is a hideous scar on the face of mankind. 

It matters. 

 

Their years on this earth may have numbered from one to a hundred and one. 

They may have been Jewish, Muslim or Christian. 

It matters not. 

  

We averted our eyes as they died. 

It mattered not to us. 

  

After a time we responded, but it was far too late for those already clutched in the ice hand of death. 

We halted a butchery.  Bravo for us! 

But did it help one lifeless soul already embraced by the arms of death? 

NO!  

Life is far too precious not to strive our utmost to prevent another such travesty. 

It matters. 
 

These experiences changed how I look at the world to this day.  Life is about more than just serving ourselves and we al-
ways need to be looking for ways to help our fellow man and to prevent such tragedies. 
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"Mystery Flight #30", aka The 30th anniversary Party, 

had a flawless flight, Sunday, December 13. Under the overall direction of 
commander Jeanne Comer, the flight was ably com-
manded by Captain Vicki Thompson with the help of 
an outstanding crew*. The passengers, after picking 
up their passports and having them stamped by cus-
toms agent Katie Michel , munched on various delica-
cies and sipped  libations of their choice. While the 
crowd of over a hundred mingled and renewed old 

friendships, they were ǎŜǊŜƴŀŘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ƳǳǎƛŎ ƻŦ ά¢ƘŜ bŜǿ IƻǊƛȊƻƴǎέΦ 
After a suitable period, the passengers were treated to an outstanding meal. 
(Unheard of these days on the best of flights). When the 
main course was over, Jeanne and George Brown, 
president and CEO of Friendship Force International, 
cut the celebratory cake, which was then served by the 
stewards and stewardesses. 

 After dinner, George Brown spoke to us, reminding 
us of the significant role  the Friendship Force of Dayton 
has had in the history of The Friendship Force.  

IŜ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴŜŘ CCLΩǎ ƴŜǿ ǘŀƎƭƛƴŜ Explore * Understand * 

Serve , and emphasized that, while the organization has 

concentrated on doing the first two parts well, in the future 
we must focus our energies on providing service to our 
communities, our country, and to the world.   

 

!ŦǘŜǊ DŜƻǊƎŜΩǎ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎΣ ¢ƻƴƛ aƻƴƎƴƻ ŀƴŘ .ƛƭƭ IŀƎŀƴ ǊŜƳƛƴƛǎŎŜƴŎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ Ƴŀƴȅ CǊƛŜƴŘǎƘƛǇ 
Force experiences and the role of Jeanne Comer in founding and nurturing the club. 

 WŜŀƴƴŜΩǎ ƎǊŀƴŘǎƻƴ Wŀǎƻƴ .ǳǊǊƛǎ ǘƻƭŘ ǳǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘǊƛǇ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ άŎƻŀȄŜŘέ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƻ {ŀǊŀƧŜǾƻΦ Iƛǎ 
remarks are found elsewhere in this newsletter. 

  Before ending the evening, the winners of the silent auction items were announced and 
ǘƘŜ ǿƛƴƴŜǊ ƻŦ /ƘŀǊƭŜǘǘŜ tŀǳƎƘΩǎ ǉǳƛƭǘ ό/ȅƴǘƘƛŀ {ŜƳƻƴŜǎΣ ŀ ƎǳŜǎǘ ƻŦ 
Gary Mitchner) were announced. The quilt raffle raised approxi-
mately $900 for the Women-To-Women project in Sarajevo. 

 As our wonderful Mystery Flight #30 prepared to touch down,   
ǘƘŜ ŜƴǘƛǊŜ ŎǊƻǿŘ ŦƻǊƳŜŘ ŀ ŎƛǊŎƭŜ ŀƴŘ ƎŀǾŜ ŀ ǊƻǳǎƛƴƎ ǊŜƴŘƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ά[Ŝǘ 
¢ƘŜǊŜ .Ŝ tŜŀŎŜ hƴ 9ŀǊǘƘέΦ 
 

*Our heartfelt thanks to the crew consisting of Charlotte Paugh, Joan Lambert, Sue Cramer, Doris Ponitz, Freddie Klefeker 
(deceased), Mary Kay Federle and daughters Merrily and Cheerie, Patrick Burris (photography) and Jeff Comer and Pat 
Comer Schaefer (music). 


