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Orville Wright in flight over
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mately 1,760 feet in 40 1/

seconds, Nov. 16, 1904. (Lib.

Cong.)
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Seasons Greetings!

Vicki and George Brown at the

. 30" anniversary part
Dear Friends, wersary pary

At this time of year, most folks stop and reflect on the past year . . . but
$SQ@S 2dzad LI dzaSR yR OSt SoN} ISR GKS
the festivies S@Sy 3I22R 2f{Q {G® bAO]l YIRS |
have George Brown, President of FFI, present along with many members, guests,
past participants from exchanges, and Friendship Force members from other
clubs in neighboring states! The committee (and their many family draftees)
worked hard to put on a fabulous evening, and we tip our hat to each and every-
2y So 6LQft y2G o0S3IAay (G2 yIrYS ylYSa
successes with Friendship Force, it was a group effort and many folks played key
NEftSa Ay YI{Ay3a (GKS S@Syid I KdAS adz
thanks to everyone who donated and purchased silent auction items and those
who participated in the raffle of the lovely quilt. We are finalizing the numbers
and look forward to kicking off the new year by sending a nice check to Women
for Women because of your generosity.

Hamn adGlyRa o0ST¥2NB dza yR 6S012ya
begin to imagine what may be in stardout this is not a group who will stand idly
08 YR ¢FAG (2 &aSS 4KIFI{G KIFLWSyaH Ly
gether as we start the next 30 years. Many activities and events are unfolding, so
| encourage you to watch the newsletter and youmail for updates. Moreover,

L SyO2dzN} 3S @2dz G2 OGKAYy]l lo62dzi K2g @&:
submit your dues, take a few minutes to fill out the left section of the dues form
and let us know your interests. Then take action! Roll up your sleeves and help

| us continue to build on the firm foundation of the past while we excitedly look

forward to the future!

Happy New Year to you and yours! May 2010 be your best year yet!
Cheers,
Vicki Thompson
President
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I E(CHANGE NEWS: Steve Biris the exchange director. Let him know ff

you can help in any way: hosting, day hosting, plan-
ning a trip or event, liaising with local officials etc. [He
HE AUSTRALIAN/NEW ZEALAND OUTabe contacted 837-547-6198 and

INGexchange's dates are SepttlGept 29, hetuck@gmail.com
2010, with hosts in Canberra and the Gold Coast, I NTERNATIONAL STUDENTS FROM TURKE)

stays in S_ydney, and an additional_ land tOt_Jr of the JAPAN AND FRANEENt Thanksgiving dinnér
southern island of New Zealanén informational ith Davton Eriendshio E b i
meeting for all interested in the exchange sched- WIth Paylon Friendship Foresembers. It you

uled for January 27, 2010, at 6:30 p.m. in the IOWerwould be willing to host an international student fgr
level community room at Wright Memorial Li- a meal or a day, please contact Louise Van Vliet gt
brary, Oakwood. vanvlil@muohio.eduor leave a message on her an

ighlights of the Exchange Currumbin Wildlife swering machine (937) 2982086.
Sanctuary, Tamborine Mountain, Breakfast onI NTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE
the Pacific, Burleigh Headland Rainforest, lots of
shopping, theme parks, Med¢he-Mayor, tree plant-

ing in Friendship Grove, and, of course, Welcome anc 3%@ 2
%o Register

Farewell dinnersAnd in New Zealand, from Christ-

church to South Island West Coast, Punakaiki Today
(pancake rocks), Hokitika, more shopping especially da \
for pounamus- jade/greenstone-- Okarito, the nest- k .
ing place of the kotuku (white heron), Franz Joseph friendshi P force
and Fox glaciers, Queenstown, Lakes Wanaka, Wa- 2010 World Conference’ * !
e e o b e, octaber 16-18 2010

’ ’ ’ Washington DC

the Garden City of New Zealand... ik l i l g

errentlv about 20 people have signed upall or i
—e-mail Gary Mitchner937-299-1663 or

gary.mitchner@gmail.conif interested To register go to: www.thefriendshipforce.org

MISSION

To promote global understanding across the barriers tha
separate people

VALUES

Mutual Respect A Cultural |[|Dive

EE— - o o Service
t I Kdzl dzgds of New Zealand

VISION

Each individual will make a contribution to global goodwiill.

I NBOUND FROM JAKARTA and all INDOPfeFriendship Force worldwide network of clubs and indi
SIAis scheduled for July of 2010. Get a headstgifiduals will overcome differences among people and na-

Beqin | . b Ind . . d cul tions. By connecting the world, one friend at a time, we will
egin learning about Indonesian society and CUltUl@ eate 4 world of friends that becomes a world of peace.

For an overview you can start with Wikipedia at
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indonesia



http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/P%C5%8Dhutukawa
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Jason Burris, Jeanne Comers grandson, as told at tharBversary celebration.

In the spring of 1997 | took a trip with my grandmother to Sarajevo, Bosnia. It was not a trip | was p
larly excited to go on and meant that | was going to miss my prom. In the end, as is often the case
lives, my parents forced me to go and | am grateful to them for it. )

The trip had a profound impact on my life and expanded my reality to a wider awareness of the world. | boarded the plane to
Bosniaasase®dSYy G4 SNBER FyR ad22 022t¢ GSSyl 3ISN® L NBGdzZNYySR I Ydz
and learned many things. Some of the things that impacted me most were:
1 Meeting our host who did not speak a word of English yet willingly offered her home up to us. Her husband
had been killed on the back porch during the conflict by a hand grenade.
1 aSStAy3 2dzNJ K2adQa RIFdzZAKGISNI 6K2 RAR &L 9y3aftAiak |
1 Seeing the square where a bomb went off killing 21 people who were waiting in line for bread. A cellist from
the national orchestra played his cello for 21 days to mourn the event, a day for each person.
i Most cities have a tourist district that sell trinkets and mementos to take home from your trip. In Sarajevo the
trinkets were expended ammunition casings stamped and worked into pieces of art.
1 Visiting the site of the Olympic stadium. The stadium had been torn down to make room for a graveyard for
SOSNR2YyS 1AftfSR RdAdZNAy3a (G(KS O2yFtAl0io Ly I avlrtt &asot
many had less than a year between their date of birth and date of death. This experience in particular broke through
my selfcentered walls and made me realize many things about mortality and what is important in life. It inspired a
poem that | shared with everyone involved with the trip and is printed here:

ODE TO SARAJEVO

A wooden stake, driven silently into the earth,
A headstone laid carefully to rest,
Flowers tearfully left for a loved one.
Such is our claim on the graves of Sar
And that claim is a hideous scar on the face of mankind.
It matters.

Their years on this earth may have numbered from one to a hundred and one.
They may have been Jewish, Muslim or Christian.
It matters not.

We averted our eyes as they died.
It mattered not to us.

After a time we responded, but it was far too late for those already clutched in the ice hand of death.
We halted a butchery. Bravo for us!
But did it help one lifeless soul already embraced by the arms of death?
NO!
Life is far too precious not to strive our utmost to prevent another such travesty.
It matters.

These experiences changed how | look at the world to this day. Life is about more than just serving ourselves and we al-
ways need to be looking for ways to help our fellow man and to prevent such tragedies
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, aka The 30th anniversary Party,

had a flawless flight, Sunday, December 13. Under the overall direction of

commander Jeanne Comer, the flight was ably com-

manded by Captain Vicki Thompson with the help of

,,,, "\ | an outstanding crew*. The passengers, after picking

@ 4 | up their passports and having them stamped by cus-

toms agent Katie Michel , munched on various delica-

| cies and sipped libations of their choice. While the

. " crowd of over a hundred mingled and renewed old

friendships, they were ASNBYlIRSR 6@ UKS YdzaAcC

After a suitable period, the passengers were treated to an outstanding meal.
(Unheard of these days on the best of flights). When the

main course was over, Jeanne and George Brown,

president and CEO of Friendship Force International,

cut the celebratory cake, which was then served by the

stewards and stewardesses.

After dinner, George Brown spoke to us, reminding
us of the significant role the Friendship Force of Dayton
has had in the history of The Friendship Force.
| § SELX I Ay SR mbl Qaderga&ids G
Serve, and emphasized that, while the organization has
concentrated on doing the first two parts well, in the futur@
we must focus our energies on providing service to our |
communities, our country, and to the world.

Eem Z0 mO>Ev

| FGSNI DS2NHSQA& | RRNB&aaszx ¢2yA az2yday2 FyR . A
Force experiences and the role of Jeanne Comer in founding and nurturing the club.

WSIyySQa 3IN)IYRaZ2Y WFHaz2y . dNNAa (2f R dz
remarks are found elsewhere in this newsletter.

Before ending the evening, the winners of the silent auction items were announced and
0KS GAYYSNI 2F / KFENISGGS tFdAKQa [jdzZAfd o/ ey
Gary Mitchner) were announced. The quilt raffle raised approxi-
mately $900 for the WomefTo-Women project in Sarajevo.

As our wonderful Mystery Flight #30 prepared to touch down,
6KS SYyiANB ONRPGR FT2NX¥SR | OANDES FyR 3l @S
CKSNE .S tSIOS hy 9FNIKED
*QOur heartfelt thanks to the crew consisting of Charlotte Paugh, Joan Lambert, Sue Cramer, Doris Ponitz, Freddie Klefel

(deceased), Mary Kay Federle and daughters Merrily and Cheerie, Patrick Burris (photography) and Jeff Comer and Pat
Comer Schaefer (music).



