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       February, 2009 

Dear Friendship Force Members and Friends, 

 

5ƻ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǇǇŜƴ ǘƻ ǊŜŀŘ άCƻǊōŜǎέ ƳŀƎŀȊƛƴŜΚ  9ŀŎƘ ƛǎǎǳŜ ŜƴŘǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǇŀƎŜ ƻŦ 
ǉǳƻǘŜǎΦ  LΩǾŜ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ŜƴƧƻȅŜŘ ǉǳƻǘŜǎΣ ǎƻ ǘƘƛǎ ƳƻƴǘƘ L ŘŜŎƛŘŜŘ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ Ψƻƭ {ǘŜǾŜ όCƻǊōŜǎΣ 
that is) a run for his money (I wish!).  Well, anyway, instead of ending this newsletter 
ǿƛǘƘ ǉǳƻǘŜǎ ƭƛƪŜ ά{ǘŜǾŜέ ŘƻŜǎΣ L ŘŜŎƛŘŜŘ ǘƻ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǎƻƳŜ ƛƴǎǇƛǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴǘƘΦ  
{ƛƴŎŜ ǿŜΩǊŜ ƘŜŀǊƛƴƎ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǎǘƛƳǳƭǳǎ ǇŀŎƪŀƎŜǎΣ L ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƘƛǎ ƳƛƎƘǘ ǎǘƛƳǳƭŀǘŜ 
thoughts in other ways.  Enjoy the quotes . . . and then enjoy reading the rest of the 
newsletter for additional Friendship Force updates.  (By the way, this is not an endorse-
ment for any aforementioned magazines!) 

 

      Best regards, 

      Vicki Thompson 

      President 

"Human beings are more alike than unalike, and what is true anywhere is 
true everywhere, yet I encourage travel to as many destinations as possi-
ble...Perhaps travel cannot prevent bigotry, but by demonstrating that all 
peoples laugh, cry, eat, worry, and die, it can introduce the idea that if we try 
to understand each other, we may even become friends"  - Maya Angelou  

ά! ǎƳƛƭŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǇŜŀŎŜΦέ  - Mother Teresa 

"We could learn a lot from crayons. Some are sharp, some are pretty, some 
are dull, some have weird names, and all are different colors. But, they all fit 
nicely into the same box."  ðUnkno wn 

"A Senegalese poet said 'In the end we will conserve only what we love. We love only 
what we understand, and we will understand only what we are taught.' We must learn 
about other cultures in order to understand, in order to love, and in order to preserve 
our common world heritage."  ςYo Yo Ma 

òThe world is a book, and those who do not travel read only a page.ó  - St. 

Augustine  

òI met a lot of people in Europe.  I even encountered myself.ó ð James Baldwin 

òUnderstand the differences; act on the commonalities.ó - Andrew Masondo  

άIf you reject the food, ignore the customs, fear the religion and avoid the people, you 
ƳƛƎƘǘ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ǎǘŀȅ ƘƻƳŜΦέ ς James Michener 

òThe most important trip you may take in life is meeting people half way.ó  - 

Henry Boye  

 

NEWSLETTER 

FRIENDSHIP FORCE OF DAYTON, OHIO 

Orville Wright in flight over  
Huffman Prairie, approxi-
mately  
1,760 feet in 40 1/5 seconds,  



Friendship Force Midwest Regional Conference 

        PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS 

FRIENDSHIP --- ! ά/!tL¢h[έ L59! 

Madison, Wisconsin 

April 17 ς 18, 2009 

 

Friday, April 17, 2009, --  7 PM 

Keynote Speaker, Dr. Bert Adams, UW Madison Professor, was 
on the Sociology faculty from 1965 to 2001. He was a Senior 
[ŜŎǘǳǊŜǊ ŀǘ aŀǊƪŜǊŜǊŜ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƛƴ ¦ƎŀƴŘŀ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ LŘƛ !ƳƛƴΩǎ 
ǘƛƳŜΦ tǊƻŦΦ !ŘŀƳǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƭŜŎǘǳǊŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇƛŎ ƻŦ ά!ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ 
ƛƴ YƻǊŜŀΣ WŀǇŀƴΣ {ƛƴƎŀǇƻǊŜΣ .ŀƴƎƭŀŘŜǎƘΣ ŀƴŘ LƴŘƛŀΦέ bƻǘƘƛƴƎ ƛǎ 
more important than knowing people and families from many 
parts of the world. 

Saturday, April 18, 2009, -- 9:30 AM 

Q & A with Professor Bert Adams and George Brown. 

Attendees should come prepared to ask questions about making 
friends and attempting to understand the political, religious and 
cultural differences that may trip us up and hinder the outcome 
we desire. These can be hard questions in light of the world eco-
nomic situation and the view that other cultures may have of us 
ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ǇǊƛƳŀǊȅ άǎǳǇŜǊǇƻǿŜǊέ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƭƭŀǇǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ƻπ
viet Union. We need to have some understanding of our place in 
the world, especially in the Islamic world since 9-11-2001 and in 
the light of our military involvement there. 

11:15 ς2:45 Workshops         

--Capturing the Essence of Friendship in Pictures - Scrapbooking 

--Domestic Exchanges ς Making Friends at Home 

--Nuts & Bolts of Running a FF Club 

3:00 ς 3:50   FF of Madison (Activities Committee)  

Ideas That Have Been Helpful for Club Expansion and Just Plain 
Fun. 

8: 00 PM    Friendship Force International, President George 
Brown will offer us hope for our future endeavors of making 
friends and thus nudging the world in the direction of peace. 
DŜƻǊƎŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǊŜƳƛƴŘ ǳǎ ǘƘŀǘ ΨƪƛǘŎƘŜƴ ǘŀōƭŜ ŘƛǇƭƻƳŀŎȅέ 
can and does make a difference. 

 

FOR MORE PROGRAM DETAILS AND REGISTRATION FORMS, GO 
TO THE WISCONSIN CLUB WEB SITE: 

http://www.madison.com/communities/friendshipforcewi/index.php.    

 A number of members plan to go. Bill Blaine can take a vanload 
and carpooling can be arranged. If you are interested in going 
ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ .ƛƭƭ ƻǊ ±ƛŎƪƛ ¢ƘƻƳǇǎƻƴΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǿŜō ŀŎŎŜǎǎ Ŏŀƭƭ 
Vicki and she can get the forms for you 
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D enise Rehg has resigned from the Board of the Friendship Force of 
Dayton, indicating she is unable to actively participate on the 

Board due to her demanding professional responsibilities at this time.  
As CEO of CultureWorks, demands for her time and energies for fund-
raising activities have significantly increased over the past several 
months due to the economic downturn, and the demands will continue 
for the foreseeable future.  Denise says she loves the mission of the 
Friendship Force and looks forward to renewing her participation with 
the club in the future.  We thank Denise for her short time of service 
and wish her well, as we all benefit from her leadership and hard work 
in the Dayton arts community.   

 

G ood News!   

FREDDIE KLEFEKER is home after a long stay in the hospital.  

Welcome home, Freddie. 

CHUCK ACKLEY had hip replacement about two weeks ago. He told us 
Ƙƛǎ ǊŜŎƻǾŜǊȅ ƛǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜΩǎ ŘƻƛƴƎ ŦƛƴŜΦ hǳǊ ǿƛǎƘŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŦƻǊ ŀ 
speedy recovery, Chuck. 

 

D ayton FF has been asked to lead a Global Exchange  to Canberra 
and The Gold Coast, Australia, in September of 2010. These 

(Global) exchanges are different in that they will have a strong focus on 
cultural understanding  and  that about half the ambassadors are from 
around the world and half from the leadership club. FFI άōŜƭƛŜǾŜǎ ȅƻǳǊ 
club has the leadership and vision to help us design, implement and 
ŜǾŀƭǳŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ŦƻǊƳŀǘ Χ ŀƴŘ Ǉƭŀȅ ŀ ǘǊŀƛƭōƭŀȊƛƴƎ ǊƻƭŜ ŦƻǊ CǊƛŜƴŘǎƘƛǇ 
CƻǊŎŜΦέ  

! ƳŀƧƻǊ ŎǊƛǘŜǊƛƻƴ ƛǎ ά ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜƭȅ ǎŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀƴ ŜȄŎŜƭƭŜƴǘ 9ȄŎƘŀƴƎŜ 
5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊΦέ If anyone is interested in being ED for this exchange, please 
contact Bill Hagan, Bill Blaine or Gene Gross. 

 

O ur sympathyτ 

JAN MANFREDI - Jan, who was a very active member in our club 
at one time, passed away December l0,  2008.  We very sorry to be so 
delinquent in acknowledging her death.  Why it wasn't called to our 
attention before is an unfortunate oversight.  Jan became seriously ill 
several years ago and seemed to keep it in check, until 6 months ago. 

 We extend our deepest sympathy  to Jim and the rest of their family. 

 PAUL RIZZO - Paul and his wife Betty were early long-time members of 
our chapter and enjoyed several Friendship Force exchanges with us.  
Our sincere condolences to the Rizzo family.                   

                                                            

N EW FEATURE.   In this issue, we are beginning a  new feature 

άGETTING TO KNOW ! a9a.9wέΦ 9ŀŎƘ ƳƻƴǘƘ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƘƛƎƘπ

light a member or  member couple. They will be invited to tell us  
something about themselves and how Friendship Force has impacted 
their lives; share their stories, humorous and otherwise, of trips, ex-
ǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ǘƘŜȅΩǾŜ ƳŀŘŜΤ ƎƛǾŜ ŀŘǾƛŎŜ ǘƻ ŀƳōŀǎǎŀŘƻǊǎ ŀƴŘ 
whatever they think will interest, amuse and educate us. With this 
feature, we hope  we can get to know one another better and benefit 
from the cumulative experience and wisdom  of the Club. 

If you wish to share your experiences with us, contact Tom Graham, 
thomas.graham@notes.udayton.edu  or 937-885-1223 

E xchanges for 2010. The Dayton Friendship Force Club has been 
awarded an outbound exchange to Ankara, Turkey, for April 2010, 

and an inbound exchange coming from Jakarta and all Indonesia for 
July of 2010. The Board has voted to accept these exchanges contin-
gent on acceptance by the  Ankara and Jakarta  clubs. More details 
later! 

         

http://www.madison.com/communities/friendshipforcewi/index.php.
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MARK YOUR CALENDAR FOR THE 30th ANNIVERSARY of the FOUNDING 
OF OUR  DAYTON FRIENDSHIP FORCE CLUB 
  

We hope you don't tire reading about our 30th Anniversary Gala, set for Sunday, October 4, 2009.  It's 
not often that a 30th comes along, especially within the Friendship Force.  Dayton was one of the very 
few clubs organized that long ago.  Most of our current members cannot relate to our very early experi-
ences so it's even more important that everyone become aware of  our history.  History is what it is--it 
can't be changed, except in perception.  Reviewing some of the highlights can be quite enjoyable and 
hysterically funny, especially if you have had similar experiences! 

  

Take, for example, Russell and Dorothy Mathews, wonderful charter members/ambassadors on our first 
outbound to Cali, Colombia.  The Mathews' were farm people from Fletcher, Ohio--real Ohio farm coun-
try.  Russ was a dyed -in-the-wool farmer in his 70's.  In the very worst way, he wanted to visit a flat farm 
in Colombia.  Even though the Mathews were being hosted on a typical hilly farm, the flatland farm was 
different, usually situated high on a mountain side or on the very top, and extremely inaccessible, for the 
Ƴƻǎǘ ǇŀǊǘΦ  wǳǎǎŜƭƭΩǎ  Ƙƻǎǘ ŀƎǊŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ƘƛƳ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ƻƴŜΦ 

  

Russ and the host rode donkeys up the well-worn path until the path became treacherously  "pick and 
choose."  They finally had to dismount and walk alongside their animals until they reached the flats.  Be-
fore then, however, Russ had run out of steam. He grabbed onto his donkey's tail as the farmer cracked 
his whip and together, both donkey and Russ, fought their way up the precariously  rocky path with  Russ 
hanging on for dear life .  We're not sure of the route they took coming back down, but it had to be eas-
ier than the one going up!  It was one of many hilarious experiences we heard about upon their return 
home. 

  

October 4, 2009, promises to bring together many past members and associates - to reminisce and recall 
the "good old days!"   We have an event planned for you to be held at the notable Wright "B" Hangar 
where the famous replica of the Wright "B" is housed.  The folks there are generously allowing us the use 
of this facility.  We are excited to have this privilege, and we will do everything in our power to recipro-
cate by means of any support we can give them. 

  

The party begins at 4:00 P.M. starting with a one-hour social hour including delicious hors d'oeuvres.  Be 
prepared to be delighted with an unusual buffet menu, fantastic prizes,  and a game you won't want to 
miss.  Also, a silent auction, featuring beautiful and unusual items (and yes, we do need additional items 
for this auction).  We're  raffling off a  gorgeous item, made especially for this event by FF member Char-
lotte Paugh, a very talented and well-known quilter of this area.  Tickets soon will be available for this 
raffle.  We hope to have a complete description of this lovely item for your scrutiny at our Annual Busi-
ness Meeting Dinner in April.  But more about this party in our next Newsletter. 

  

Thanks to our committee members who are doing a fabulous job in organizing this project:  Sue Cramer, 
Mary Kay Federle, Merrily Federle,  Freddie Klefeker, Joan Lambert, Charlotte Paugh, Doris  Ponitz. 

  

Jeanne  Comer, Chair   (937) 434-5414     remocfforce @woh.rr.com 



Come join us for a week home stay with the warm 
and friendly club in Gwangju, Korea.  This club visited 
ǘƘŜ 5ŀȅǘƻƴ Ŏƭǳō ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘŜ флΩǎΦ   9ǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ǊŜƳŜƳπ
bers the ambassadors as a fun group. 

 

We will be spending the second week of September 
in Korea and the second exchange week will be open.  
I have arranged a second week in exotic Bangkok and 
Chaing Mia, Thailand.  Other possibilities are Japan, 
Hong Kong, or China. 

 

I am leaving the second week open for you to choose 
the area of the Orient that pleases you.  We would 
love to have you join us in Thailand, or if you prefer 
one of the other destinations, you will have that 
choice.  More information will follow. 

 

Please contact Joan Lambert: Until March 9th 

she can be reached  by cell phone 937 216 8866 be-
tween noon and  4:00 PM in Hawaii.   After March 
9th, she can be reached in Florida at 941 627 0035 or 
by her cell number or by   email: 

jlambert9@woh.rr.com  
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T he incoming exchange from São José do Rio Preto, Brazil has been cancelled. The club 
president cited the high cost of their flights among other factors. He writes 

 and the fear of unknown, perhaps disastrous currency exchange rates 
at the time of the exchange, made our folks be cautious and rather say 
no to this challenging opportunity.  

That means that we will not be able to see you this year.  I  am confident 
that our visit to you has not been canceled; only  postponed, postponed 
to a day in the near future, when all this crisis confusion is over.   

In the meantime, I and all the members of this FF Club, remain 

 Yours in Friendship, 

 Marcel P. Forster, 

President of the Friendship Force Club de São José do Rio Preto, Brazil 

Come join the Outbound Exchange to Gwangjiu, S. Korea 



Friendship Force of Dayton, Ohio 
Domestic Exchange to  

Louisville, Kentucky and Memphis, Tennessee 
May 12-18, 2009 

/ŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ {ǇǊƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ bŜǿ CǊƛŜƴŘǎ ƛƴ ¢ǿƻ ƻŦ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ DǊŜŀǘ wƛǾŜǊ /ƛǘƛŜǎ 

Louisville is famous for Churchill 
Downs and the Derby, as well as Lou-
isville Slugger baseball bats and Mu-
hammad Ali.   But there is so much 
more to enjoy in this vibrant city.  
[ƻǳƛǎǾƛƭƭŜΩǎ ²ŀǘŜǊŦǊƻƴǘ tŀǊƪ ƳŀƪŜǎ ǘƘŜ 
hƘƛƻ wƛǾŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ŘƛǾŜǊǎŜ 
ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǇǊƻǳŘΦ  [ƻǳƛǎǾƛƭƭŜΩǎ Ŏƻǳƴǘȅ-
wide metro government is a model for 
other cities on bringing together city 
and suburbs  

Memphis is known for its blues and soul 
music and fine Southern food and hospi-
ǘŀƭƛǘȅΦ ¸ƻǳΩƭƭ ƎŜǘ ŀ ǊŜŀƭ ǘŀǎǘŜ ƻŦ aŜƳǇƘƛǎ ŀǘ 
the World Championship Barbecue Cook-
ing Contest and enjoy the sound and color 
of its world-famous Beale Street. 

Getting Thereτ ²Ŝ ǿƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ŀōƭŜ 
to travel by paddlewheel boat 
down the Ohio and Mississippi Riv-
ers, but we will car pool with other 
Dayton Friendship Force friends.  
Costs for our visit to these two cit-
ies will be minimalτprimarily just 
the costs of dinners at restaurants 
and admission to attractionsτ 
about $100. Hospitality will be first 
class with home hosting by Louis-
ville and Memphis Friendship Force 
members.

¢ƻ [ŜŀǊƴ aƻǊŜ ŀƴŘ ¢ƻ [Ŝǘ ¦ǎ Yƴƻǿ ¸ƻǳ !ǊŜ LƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘΧΦ 
 
Contact the Exchange Directors: 

Bill & Mary Lou Meers,  
624 Monteray Ave., Dayton, OH    45419-2747 
H (937) 294-7585    meersworld@sbcglobal.net 
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