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Penguins!  LǘΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ǎƻƻƻƻƻ ŎƻƭŘ ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ Ƴȅ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊ 
ŘŜŎƛŘŜŘ ŀ ǇŜƴƎǳƛƴ ƛǎ ǿƘŀǘ ǎƘŜ ǿŀƴǘǎ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ƴŜȄǘ ǇŜǘΗ  LΩǾŜ ǘƻƭŘ 
ƘŜǊ ǎƘŜΩƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ǎŜǘǘƭŜ ŦƻǊ ǿŀǘŎƘƛƴƎ ƳŜ ǎƭƛŘŜ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƛŎŜΦ  !ǎ ŦƻǊ CǊƛŜƴŘǎƘƛǇ 
Force, they do not offer exchanges to Antarctica, so there are no worries about her 
bringing back a penguin as a souvenir from an exchange.  Despite the frigid tempera-
tures, I hope this finds you enjoying the new year, staying warm, and not doing too 
much slipping around on the ice yourself. 

2009 is cranking up to be a busy year for more than just the snow plows.  Lots 
of details are still being worked, but there is a potential we may  be involved in up to 
eight exchanges this yearτƴƻǘ ŎƻǳƴǘƛƴƎ ƻǘƘŜǊ CCL ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎΗ  ²ŜΩǾŜ ŜȄǘŜƴŘŜŘ ŀƴ 
invitation to Tblisi to visit us in late Aprilτalthough we have no official acceptance as 
yet.  Firm dates are being worked with Louisville and Memphis for outbounds to those 
cities in mid-May.  We are looking forward to summertime visits from Minneapolis/St. 
Paul, the new Solothurn, Switzerland club and folks from Sao Jose do Rio Preto, Brazil.  
Betty Darst and Julie Vann are working hard to identify a contingent of youth and chap-
erones to travel to Pau, France , in June; Joan Lambert is organizing an outbound to Ko-
rea in the October/November time frame.  Other activities in the making include a Mid-
west Conference hosted by the Madison, WI, club on April 17-18 and the FFI Interna-
tional Conference in Okinawa, Japan, in late November.  Opportunities abound for cre-
ating lots of new friendships, so I encourage you to check your calendar and save some 
time to get involved in the fun. 

LŦ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ƴƻǘ ǘŀƪŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ȅŜǘ ǘƻ ǎŜƴŘ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ ǊŜƴŜǿŀƭ ŦƻǊƳΣ 
please take a couple of minutes to do so.  Your dues enable the local club and FFI to 
continue offering great exchanges like those in our current line up.  As always, we ap-
preciate your support and participation.  Without both, there would be no Friendship 
Force of Dayton.  Later this year on October 4th we will celebrate 30 years of friendships 
that have been ongoing since that first exchange with Cali, Columbia, in 1979.  So, reach 
ƻǳǘ ǘƻ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƘŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳǊ ƴŜǿ ŀƴŘ ƻƭŘ 
friends so we can continue that terrific legacy of friendship. 

.ȅ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ Φ Φ Φ ƛŦ ƛǘΩǎ л ŘŜƎǊŜŜǎ ǘƻŘŀȅΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ ǘǿƛŎŜ ŀǎ ŎƻƭŘ ǘƻƳƻǊπ
row . . . how cold will it be?  Create some steam working on that one! 

²ƛǎƘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ ŀ ȅŜŀǊ ƻŦ άǿŀǊƳέ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎƘƛǇǎΗ 

 

Vicki Thompson 

    President 
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M embership enrollment notices for 2009 

have been sent out. Please complete and 

return promptly.  

We encourage you to signup for the Internet op-

tion for receiving the Newsletter. This will reduce 

club expenses and the amount of paper that 

would be used. An e-mail will be sent to you 

when the Newsletter has been placed on the FF 

Dayton website. The address is : http://

www.friendshipforcedayton.com. In addition, the 

e-mail will include the Newsletter as a PDF  at-

tachment. This will require downloading the free 

Adobe Reader ( http://www.adobe.com/) and 

clicking on the Get Adobe Reader Button. If you 

wish to print all or part of the Newsletter that is 

easily done in either format. 

W EBSITE: We encourage you to make a 

habit of visiting our website regularly. Joe 

Scullion has done a great job  organizing  club ma-

terials, providing timely information, giving useful 

links, documenting our activities with many pho-

tographs and putting the newsletter online. 

Bookmark the link for easy access: 

http://www.friendshipforcedayton.com.  

 

A re you interested in participating in the Holi-

day at Home Parade? We skipped it last 

year because of the overlap of activities at that 

time. If there is sufficient interest, we can strut 

our stuff this year. Let a board member know. 

Their e-mail addresses are on the front of the 

newsletter and their phone numbers in the mem-

bers directory. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I f you wish copies of the approved Board 

Meeting minutes, please contact Gary 

Mitchner and he will e-mail a copy to you. 

N EWS AND NOTES 

¶ Congratulations to Dick & Vicki Graf 

on the arrival of their first grandchildτa 

little girl! 

¶ Condolences to Terri Stockman on the 

passing of her mother. 

  

F F Midwest Regional Conference, in 

Madison Wisconsin, April 17 τ 18 

Regional Conference Schedule  

Thursday, April 16, -----Optional Home Hosting 

Friday, April 17-----------3:00 pm Registration, 5:00 pm 
Cash Bar, 6:00 pm Buffet Dinner 

Friday evening, after dinner ---- Keynote Speaker         Dr. 
Bert Adams, Emeritus Professor of Sociology at UW 
Madison  

Saturday, April 18-------7:00 am - Complimentary Hot 
Breakfast (for Hotel guests) & cont. registration 

9:00 am  Full Assembly ς Q & A with Dr. Bert Adams                           
11:00 ς 12 noon workshops 

Noon -- Luncheon 

1:30 ς 4:00 pm workshops 

6:00 pm Dinner      

Program following dinner ---------------George Brown, 
President of Friendship Force International 

For registration forms, Google Friendship Force of Wisconsin, 
Inc. then click on Regional Conference for registration form. 

 

LŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ²Ŝō ŀŎŎŜǎǎΣ Ŏŀƭƭ ŀ .ƻŀǊŘ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅΩƭƭ 
send one to you. 
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Wanda Ney and guests celebrating the season 

Louise  and Alice enjoying themselves 
The Ackleys and Clara Patterson chatting  

Holiday Party a Great SuccessτThe Proof is in the Pictures 

With the leadership of Bill and Mary Lou 

Meers and their committee, 67 Friendship 

Force members and guests got  the holiday 

season off to a great start at the Hope Hotel 

on Dec. 7th. Great food and good fellowship 

were the order of the night. Entertainment 

was by the Peace Museum  Choral group 

which treated us to a holiday  concert. 

 

 

View of Tbilisi (April inbound) 

The clock tower in 

Solothurn Switzer-

land (Inbound Sept 26 

to Oct 2) 
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 A BIG THANKS TO HAMMERMAN GRAF HUGHES CPA 

 For the past two years, the CPA firm of Hammerman Graf Hughes has graciously provided us a won-

derful, handicap-ŀŎŎŜǎǎƛōƭŜ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ǎǇŀŎŜΦ  ¢ƘŜȅΩǾŜ ŀƭƭƻǿŜŘ ǳǎ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƻǇƛŜǊ ƳŀŎƘƛƴŜǎΣ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ 

free refreshments (courtesy of our current Vice President Dick Graf) in addition to complementary 

printing of brochures, etc. Historically, our club has made a donation to the charity of choice in the 

name of the organization that provides our Board meeting facilities.  When we approached Dick as to 

which organization we should direct our donation, he chose the Friendship Force!  Dick said they would 

like us to keep the donation and use the funds as necessary to help support incoming exchanges.  We 

owe a debt of gratitude to Dick and his firm for their gracious hospitality to the Board and for their con-

tinued support of Friendship Force activities.  Whenever you see them, please join us in  thanking Dick 

& Vicki Graf. 

  YOUTH EXCHANGE TO PAU, FRANCE 

 Betty Darst and Julie Vann are working hard to prepare a won-

derful exchange for local youth ages 15-17 to travel to Pau, 

France, this summer. The trip will celebrate the 100th anniver-

ǎŀǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŦƭȅƛƴƎ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ōȅ 5ŀȅǘƻƴƛŀƴǎΣ 

Wilbur and Orville Wright.  Betty and husband Jack made a trip  

to Pau last August to work with the Pau community in planning 

the centennial. DO YOU KNOW A YOUNG PERSON WHO WOULD 

MAKE A GREAT AMBASSADOR FROM DAYTON TO PAU?  If  so, 

please talk to the youth and his/her parents and put them in contact with Betty Darst at 426-8114 

(jdarst@woh.rr.com) or Julie Vann at 429-5773 (julievan@woh.rr.com).  Betty and Julie are also still 

recruiting chaperones who will  be home-hosted by The Friendship Force of Pau. This is a wonderful 

opportunity for young people to begin  learning  about Friendship Force while  also celebrating our lo-

cal aviation heritage.  See our website for more information:  http://

www.friendshipforcedayton.com 

 

POTTERY OF THE GAYA CONFEDERACY, KOREA GYEONGBOK PALACE  

Think about joining the Outbound Exchange to Gwangjiu, S. Korea 
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Jeanne Comer and her committee have been working hard on the 30th anniversary celebra-

tion of the DAYTON FRIENDSHIP FORCE CLUB. Jeanne promises us an outstanding event.  Here 

are the details Jeanne wants to share.                                      

 As far into the future as October 4th, 2009, seems to be -- it will be here before 

we know it.    On October 4th, our club is planning a HUGE gala to celebrate 

the 30th anniversary of the founding of the Dayton, Ohio Friendship Force 

Club.  We are one of the earliest clubs to be established and we have much to 

celebrate.  And, in case you aren't aware of it, we are one of the highest ranking 

chapters of all 350 Friendship Force clubs existing worldwide.  

We have worked diligently down through the years to earn this rating --great 

people willing to work, great minds solving the problems, all the while honoring 

the purpose of the organization --making friends throughout the world, striving 

for peace in that same tumultuous world.  

 The party is going to be very V.I.P., starting with all of you, of course.  We also 

will be attempting to locate as many former members as possible, back as far as 

l979, and inviting them to attend.  Many other important  people outside our 

club also gave us many assists, so we hope to have all of those generous people 

attend as well.  Are you a past president?  A former exchange director?  A board 

member?  Let us know!  

 The theme of this celebration is òA Mystery Flight.ó Our committee has been 

working to ensure that this occasion is one you won't soon forget.  We are 

thrilled that we will be holding this special event at the Wright Brothers'  Han-

gar (where the Wright B  Flyer  is housed).  From the time you arrive until you 

leave, you'll be in for one surprise after another.  We have some wonderful  

items ready for the silent auction that we'll be holding.  (Incidentally, we are still 

in need of some nice items for this auction.  Should you have anything you  can 

part with, please call Jeanne Comer, 937 -434 -5414, and we'll be happy to pick 

it up.  Thank you.)  

We will have a very special prize that will absolutely blow your mind away!  And 

Charlotte Paugh (our VIP quilt maker)  is working on something very special 

that will be raffled off.  But that's all I can tell you in advance --we don't want to 

divulge our secrets!  

 Just be sure to mark October 4, 2009, on your calendar -- you won't want to 

miss this event.  Your friends are most welcome, too.  

        Jeanne Comer  



2009 DATES TO REMEMBER 

March 1, 2009  World Friendship Day  

April 17τ18  Midwest Regional Conference, Madison WI 

April 25, 2009   Annual Meeting/Brunch 

April, (late) 2009              Inbound-Tbilisi, Georgia    E.D. Joe Scullion 

May (mid) 2009 Outbound-Louisville, KY 
Outbound-Memphis, TN 

June 3-15.2009             Youth Bridge-Builder to Pau France  E.D. Betty Darst 

July 26. 2009   Annual Greenville Picnic in park 

July (?) 2009   Inbound-Minneapolis/StPaul 

August (?). 2009   Inbound- Sao Jose do Rio Preto, Brazil 

September 7.2009  Labor Day-Holiday at Home Parade 

Sept 26 τ Oct 2, 2009  Inbound-Solothurn, Switzerland 

October/November  Outbound- Gwangjiu, S. Korea     E.D. Joan Lambert  

October 4. 2009   30TH ANNIVERSARY SPEC.  Chair, Jeanne Comer 

November 19-22   FFI International Conference, Okinawa, Japan 

December   Holiday Party (dates to be confirmed) 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS....VOLUNTEER ,YOU ARE DESPERATELY 
NEEDED. DO NOT WAIT TO BE ASSIGNED. 

UPCOMING EVENTS   -  Mark your calendars 


