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FRIENDSHIP FORCE OF DAYTON, OHIO 

Orville Wright in flight over  

Huffman Prairie, approxi-
mately  
1,760 feet in 40 1/5 seconds,  
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S TRATEGIC PLANNING SESSION... 
President Vicki Thompson announces that the club 
will host a second strategic planning session on Sat-

urday, August 15th beginning at 9:00AM.  The get-
together will be held at the beautiful new Community 
Mausoleum - Gathering Room at David's Cemetery, 4600 
Mad River Road, Kettering.  Coffee and maybe a surprise 
snack when you get there.  All club members are invited 
and encouraged to attend. 

We should finish around noon.  Directions are below. 

We'll start off with a very short official August board 
meeting and then get into the subjects for the morning.  
We'll get to work on some new ideas for your Dayton area 
club.  Each of us might be thinking about recent ex-
changes...both domestic and foreign...and what we liked 
and didn't.  Plan to discuss suggestions for exchanges next 
year.  Again we need your thoughts on possible destina-
tions for both foreign and domestic travel.  These ideas 
will be sent to Friendship Force International.  They need 
our input as they arrange exchanges. 

We'll also discuss some of the continuing programs, social 
events and other club activities....what works, what does-
n't and what we might change.  Come and be a positive 
part of these discussions!  They will be both  be informal 
and casual.  We want everyone to feel comfortable and 
free to discuss some new and old ideas!  This session is 
important to the future of YOUR club.  Come and be a 
part of it! 

DIRECTIONS: 

David's Cemetery is located at the southwest corner of St 
Rt #48 (Far Hills) and West David Road.  It can be entered 
from Far Hills (turn in at the stone entrance just below the 
light at David's Road), through the parking lot at David's 
UCC Church or enter at 4600 Mad River...just south of the 
church which is at the corner of David and Mad River.  
Proceed ahead and keep bearing south ("downhill" might 
better describe...).  Eventually you will see the mausole-
ums located across from a wide open area.  Drive past the 
larger building and enter the parking lot from the south 
end (it's one way...northbound).  Make a u-turn and come 
back up.  Park to one side of the drive and enter under 
the parapet.  There should be room for 12-15 cars along 
the side and another 5-6 next to the Handicapped spots.  
If those are all filled, merely park on the street and walk 
the short distance up the driveway. 

 

T HE INBOUND EXCHANGE FROM TBILISI 
HAS BEEN CANCELLED. Joe Scullion reports that  

the group has been unable to obtain visas. This cou-
pled with the absence of sponsors, concerns from 
parents about swine flu, and severe financial con-
cerns has led to the cancellation. Our thanks to Joe 
for his efforts in coordinating this exchange.  

H elp! Muscles needed. 

We need  eight to ten men to help setup ta-
bles, chairs and flags  for the 30th Anniversary 

party. This will be done on Saturday, Oct. 3. The time 
is not set yet. If you can help, please let Jeanne 
Comer (434-5414) or Tom Graham (885-1223) know. 

N ewsletter delivery. Currently, production 

and mailing of the newsletter is one of our lar-
ger expenses. There are considerable advantages to 
receiving the newsletter either through the Adobe 
PDF link Bill Meers sends you or from the Dayton 
Friendship Force web site. You will be able to access 
the newsletter 3 to 6 days sooner than through the 
mails, the pictures look much better on your screen, 
you can enlarge the print, archive the issues on your 
computer and, if desired, print out all or part of the 
issue at your desk. 

If you are currently receiving the newsletter by mail 
and wish to receive it  electronically only, please 
email Tom Graham at  

thomas.graham@notes.udayton.edu  

G ary Mitchner reports that the preparations 

for the inbound exchange from Solothurn & 
Minneapolis-St. Paul are going well and are nearly 
complete. 

He also requests that if you are interested in the 
Global Exchange to Australia and New Zealand in 
2010 to please contact him.  

gary.mitchner@gmail.com  

D hbΩ¢ ChwD9¢ ¢I9 tL/bL/ Lb GREENVILLE THIS SUNDAY, 
JULY 26 STARTING AT 3 PM. 
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      HURRY!  PACK YOUR SUITCASE FOR "MYSTERY FLIGHT #30"  

 Many organizations celebrate  30 years of existence, but I'd wager their 30 years can't begin to match ours! 

 From the get-go, The Friendship Force has been one exciting experience after another.  Take the time, for example, when after 
many months of planning and anticipation, our trip to Egypt, a land of mystery and intrigue was nearly cancelled because of a hi-
jacked plane incident. Friendship Force International left the decision - go or no go - up to our club. Did our Ambassadors wish to 
take a chance?  We might experience the same situation. 

 A hurriedly arranged meeting was called for all of our travelers-to-be.  The evening was spent discussing pro and con--a few nays, 
citing the danger, but in the end, the yeas decided we would go.  The original group of 40 or so decreased to  32,  which still left a 
very  workable and impressive group.  A few changes were made to the itinerary in order to make the flight much safer.  We ar-
rived in Amsterdam, spent a delightful few days, enjoying many sights that we hadn't actually planned to see.  By the time we 
reached our host city in Egypt, we had enjoyed a lovely 3-day boat cruise on the Nile.  When our host families met us for the first 
time, they all wondered why we would be so apprehensive about the  situation. I guess such things weren't really out of the norm 
over there! 

 Our experiences included visits to the Pyramids, camel rides, the Sphinx, a long  bus ride through the desert sand to other beauti-
ful pyramids and icons, exploring tombs of pharaohs, including the one of King Tut.  I was totally overwhelmed when we were al-
lowed to enter the Cheops Pyramid--the seemingly unending steps that hugged the walls to the very top room of the structure.  
The only light seemed to emanate from that open-ceilinged room, which was quite large.  This room contained the sarcophagus 
from which, according to legend, the soul of the entombed would  leave its confines at dark and return by morning light. 

 Those of us who traveled on that exchange felt sorry for those who had decided not to join us. 

 As  the Exchange Director for the first Mission to China, I had more excitement than I cared to experience.   We were to enter 
China on Monday morning by way of a very small Chinese town, from Hong Kong.  We were pleased to have the opportunity  to 
sightsee, shop--whatever.  Some even attended church under the guidance of our tour guide.   We were planning to have a pleas-
ant excursion up to Victoria Peak - an awesome area, taking in the view of mile upon mile of beautiful scenery.  A delightful after-
noon lunch was also in our plans. 

 Shortly before we were to assemble for the ride up to the mountain-top, one of our members jarred me out of my complacency 
with the news that she had just had her purse, containing passport, travelers' checks, everything that was valuable to her, stolen.  
This was trauma, to say the least, since we were to enter China on a group visa.  Any change to this count would cancel the entire 
group's entry into China--and she certainly could not have been included without her passport.  I couldn't let that happen 

 This distraught lady and I sought help from the local police unit--very difficult for all of us since neither understood the other's lan-
guage.  Finally, a translator came to our rescue,  after 3 exasperating hours of haggling, desperately trying to communicate.  I was 
then able to contact the American Ambassador's residence but, being a Sunday, the office was closed.  He let it be known that he 
wanted to wait until the next day so as not to upset his Father's Day backyard cookout.! Normally, it wouldn't have been catastro-
phic, but we HAD to meet the Chinese group that was preparing to meet us Monday, no changes allowed.  Finally, convincing the 
Ambassador of the urgency, he called his assistant, gave us instructions how to reach his office where we found a gracious lady, 
waiting to come to our aid.  She photographed our Ambassador and made an entire replacement passport.  We thanked her pro-
fusely and left, trying to join up with our group.  However, the party was over by this time, so we were two very unhappy campers 
by then.  In order to help this person enjoy her trip, everyone contributed  a bit of money.  This was a great group of people. 

 I cautioned her to be more careful to not lay her purse down when she shopped.  My caution went unheeded, however.  A few 
days later she again laid her purse down while shopping, but she was fortunate to have a FF companion find it and return it to her! 

 But getting back to "Mystery Flight #30"--we guarantee that nothing of this sort will spoil your night.  We are going to have some 
very happy people at this party.  Besides offering an unbelievable prize, a  number of other prizes are going to be awarded.  The 
raffle winner will be one very lucky winner, and the Silent Auction contains so many lovely items you won't be able to decide which 
ones you want.  (Incidentally, we can use more items for this auction,.) 

 A VERY IMPORTANT PIECE OF NEWS, TOO,  THE PROCEEDS OF OUR PARTY WILL BE DONATED TO A NEEDY CHARITY, THE SELEC-
TION OF WHICH IS YET TO BE DECIDED.  So, bring your wallets and purses and help us to make a  donation to a very needy organi-
zation. 

  

Convince your friends to attend - we promise you a wonderful experience.  Questions?  please call me, 434-5414 or remocf-

force@woh.rr.com.  Looking forward to seeing you at the Wright"B" Hangar on Sunday, October 4, 2009, 4:00 P.M. 

  

Jeanne Comer 
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        FRIENDSHIP FORCE OF DAYTON  

         PICNIC IN THE PARK 

             (GREENVILLE PARK THAT IS) 

                   SUNDAY JULY 26, 2009 

   MEET FRIENDS AT 3 PM, AND     

     WE WILL EAT AT 4 PM!!!!!  

       BAND CONCERT IN PARK AT 8 PM

        RESERVATIONS APPRECIATED 

          ALL GUESTS ARE WELCOME 

FRIED CHICKEN, CORN-ON-THE COB &    
HOME-MADE ICE CREAM are furnished 
PLUS THE DELICIOUS DISHES THAT THE 
BEST COOKS IN THE MIAMI VALLEY 
CAN COME UP WITH! 
ALL THAT, AND DRINKS, TABLEWARE 
               (furnished) 
AND COMRADERIE THAT YOU JOINED 
THE FRIENDSHIP FORCE FOR! 

PLEASE MAIL,EMAIL OR PHONE RESERVATIONS NO LATER THAT JULY 22, SO WE 

KNOW HOW MUCH TO BUY!!!! 

SEND RESERVATIONS TO: JEANNE COMER,  1052 PEPPER HILL DR., 

 DAYTON, OHIO 45429  OR  937-434-5414 OR REMOCFFORCE@WOH.RR.COM 

 

NAME:_________________________________NUMBER OF GUESTS_______ 

 

BRING A DESSERT, SALAD, SIDE DISH, ETC., BUT BRING            

ENOUGH TO FEED A MINIMUM OF10 PEOPLE !!!!!!!!! 


