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IT MUST BE TRUE!  I SAW IT WITH MY OWN EYES . . . 

 . . . blades of green grass poking through the brown thatch . . . 

  . . . a robin gathering twigs for her new nest . . . 

   . . . orange barrels blooming along the roadways . . . 

 

. . . all signs of Spring in Ohio.  Before long, students on spring break will head south and 
wave to their snow-bird grandparents heading north; the Friendship Force of Dayton 
will host its Annual Meeting; and ambassadors will bid farewell as they depart for the 
first exchange of the year. Yes, it must be Spring in Ohio! 

 

If you want to have a great time AND spread some cheer, grab a few rays of our 
fresh sunshine and head to Madison, WI, in mid-April for the Friendship Force Mid-
Western Conference.  Bill and Joan Blaine will be representing Dayton, and they are or-
ganizing a carpool/caravan to that capitol cityτōǳǘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ƎƻƴŜ ǘƻƻ ƭƻƴƎΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ Φ Φ Φ 

 

 Final plans are coming together for our Annual Meeting on April 25th.  This year 
ǿŜΩǊŜ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘΦ  LƴǎǘŜŀŘ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ǳǎǳŀƭ {ǳƴŘŀȅ ŘƛƴƴŜǊΣ ƭŜǘΩǎ ƳŜŜǘ 
for coffee and breakfast on Saturday morning.  You should have received a ballot by 
now, so be sure to cast your vote for the proposed slate of Board of Directors and then 
join us at the Annual Meeting when the new Board assumes their new roles.  By the 
way, give a big thanks to the nominating committee led by Bill Hagan for the many 
hours they worked to put together a slate of officers and directors to lead our club for 
the next two years. 

 

 [ŀǎǘƭȅΣ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ƭŜǘ .ƛƭƭ ϧ aŀǊȅ [ƻǳ aŜŜǊǎ ƪƴƻǿ ȅŜǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ȅƻǳǊ ŘŜǎƛǊŜǎ ǘƻ 
join them as an ambassador on the upcoming domestic exchange to Louisville and 
aŜƳǇƘƛǎΣ ȅƻǳ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ƘǳǊǊȅΦ  ¢ƛƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǎǇŀŎŜ ƛǎ ǊǳƴƴƛƴƎ ƻǳǘΗ  ¢ƘŜȅΩǾŜ Ǉǳǘ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ŀ 
ƎǊŜŀǘ ƛǘƛƴŜǊŀǊȅ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǎƘƻǊǘΣ ƛƴŜȄǇŜƴǎƛǾŜ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ǎƻƳŜ ƎƻƻŘ ƻƭΩ {ƻǳǘƘπ
ŜǊƴ ƘƻǎǇƛǘŀƭƛǘȅΦ  ¢ƘŜ [ƻǳƛǎǾƛƭƭŜ ŀƴŘ aŜƳǇƘƛǎ Ŏƭǳōǎ ŀǊŜ ŜȄŎƛǘŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǎƘƻǿƛƴƎ ȅΩŀƭƭ ŀ 
good time.  Make your plans now to enjoy new friends in these river cities. 

 

 In the meantime, it may still be a little early to do much gardening, but you can 
plant goodwill every day. 

      All the best to you, 

      Vicki Thompson 

      President 

NEWSLETTER 

FRIENDSHIP FORCE OF DAYTON, OHIO 

Orville Wright in flight over  

Huffman Prairie, approxi-
mately  
1,760 feet in 40 1/5 seconds,  
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O ur sympathy  Our Friendship Force has learned 
of the passing of Norman Ilsley on February 22nd,  
2009.  Norm and his wife Karen were faithful mem-
bers of long standing, several years ago.  They were 
wonderful Friendship Force members--hard workers 
and always so willing to do whatever was asked of 
them.  It was our loss when they moved to N. Caro-
lina.  We send our sincere condolences to Karen and 
their family.  

Norm is to be cremated.  A memorial service will be 
held in Snead's Ferry, N.C., on March l2th.   Cards 
may be sent to Karen Ilsley, 212 Shell Dr. Snead's 
Ferry, NC 28460 

  

W ŜΩǊŜ ƎǊŜŀǘƭȅ ǎŀŘŘŜƴŜŘ to tell you of the pass-
ing of our dear friend Freddie Klefeker on 

February 26 , 2009.A memorial service for Freddie 
was held March 21,2009. Her obituary can be found 
ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 5ŀȅǘƻƴ 5ŀƛƭȅ bŜǿǎ ǿŜō ǎƛǘŜΦ LǘΩǎ ŘŀǘŜŘ 
3/8/2009 

 

 Jeanne Comer reports: 

Most of you will recall that Freddie was in an auto-
mobile accident several months ago.  She was struck 
broadside while entering the drive to the Wright B 
Hangar and was very seriously injured.  At the time, 
she refused medical assistance, went home, but two 
days later went to the hospital where she was placed 
in Intensive Care.  She wasn't expected to pull 
through at that time.  She joked later that she had 
been give the last rites by a Catholic priest--"and I 
wasn't even Catholic", she said!  

  

 Freddie eventually was transferred from the hospital 
to rehab, then back to the hospital, then rehab, and 
so on, for several weeks.  She called me about three 
weeks ago to tell me she was now home and would 
be attending the  upcoming 30th Anniversary com-
mittee meeting at my home, scheduled for Thursday 
February l9th.   Doris Ponitz picked her up that day.  
Freddie participated in the meeting, even offering to 

do several things regarding our party plans.  Al-
though we could see she was sitting there by sheer 
determination alone, she refused to leave the meet-
ing.  What a fighter she was--and oh, so stubborn! 

 Apparently, in the past week or so, Freddie took a 
bad tumble, unbeknownst to anyone.  She was later 
found by someone who took her to the hospital for 
stitches in her forehead.  This is all we know thus far.  
.   

 I know we all feel this tragedy very keenly.  I, myself, 
loved Freddie as a dear friend, as I know many of  you 
did also.  My disbelief is compounded greatly by the 
fact that I hadn't heard from her as I had hoped, and I 
left a message yesterday on her answering machine, 
asking if she was OK, and to please call me.  When 
there was no answer, I have to admit my immediate 
thoughts were of great concern for her well-being.  

Ironically, the next Newsletter was to have borne the 
following message, which Freddie had given to me at 
the meeting: 

  

     "Thanks to all of my friends at the Force.  I didn't 
know I had so many.  Your kind, encouraging and lov-
ing thoughts have helped me so much during these 
dark hours.  A few of you took the time to send sev-
eral cards.  Many, many thanks.  I am looking for-
ward to the days when I am stronger to see you in 
person.  Thank you ever so much!  Friendship Force is 
a strong bond.   

    Love, Freddie"  

T he Annual Meeting is scheduled for 
Saturday, April 25th, at Christ United 
Methodist on Shroyer Rd.τsame place as 
last year.  A full hot breakfast will be 
served at 9AM, and the meeting begins at 
10.  The cost is $12/person.  Checks can 
be mailed to Vicki Thompson  at 2569 
Indian Wells Trail, Xenia, OH  45385. 
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The quilt to commemorate the 30th  anniversary of the Dayton Friend-
ship Force Club is named after the Friendship Force 

ǎƭƻƎŀƴ ά/ƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ ¢ƘŜ ²ŀȅ ¸ƻǳ {ŜŜ ¢ƘŜ ²ƻǊƭŘΦέ  The design is 
not original, but rather an adaptation of a quilt seen in Ameri-
can Quilters Magazine.  The overall design represents the possi-
ble diversities in our world.   

 Lǘ ƛǎ ŀ ǿŀƭƭ ƘŀƴƎƛƴƎΣ осέ Ȅ птέΦ  A hanging sleeve is attached, 
however, recently wall hangings are being displayed using a 
neutral colored bedspread, and the wall hanging is displayed on 
the spread as a medallion.   

 

 

 

 

The label (see left) attached to the reverse side contains the 
following information:  Name, purpose, size, construction 
facts, pictures of the new Friendship Force logo and slogan, 
and a picture of the creator, Charlotte Paugh. 

The quilt will be raffled off at the anniversary celebration in 
October.  It is not necessary to be present for the drawing in 
order to win. So that all tickets will be identical, below is an 
order form for tickets.  The information will be transferred to 

the actual raffle ticket.  Tickets are 1/$3.00 or 4/$10.00. Tickets will also be sold at the Annual Meeting, April 25, 
picnic July 26, and at the October celebration.   Checks should be payable to Dayton Friendship Force and mailed to 
Charlotte Paugh, 722 Mill Ridge Cr., Englewood, OH   45322. 

τττττττττττττττττTEAR OFF AND MAILττττττττττττττττττττττ 

     ά/I!bDLbD ¢I9 ²!¸ ¸h¦ {99 ¢I9 ²hw[5έ 

Raffle ς Wall Hanging 

30th Anniversary Dayton Friendship Force Club 

   No. _____  1/$3.00             or         No. sets _______4/$10.00 

 NAME:__________________________________________ 

 PHONE: ___________________     E-MAIL ________________ 

 (Not necessary to be present to win.) 


