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Hello Dear Friends,

OK |
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band, he would assure you this is a huge step for me (albeit it | am still taking baby steps at this
time). Ron always jokes that we lived in one house for five years before people in the neighbor-
hood knew he was married, because he was the only person they ever saw in the yard! Admit-
tedly, | am more of an indoor person, but | am even more open to expanding my horizons now
that my time is a little more free and flexible.
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itt but keep that one to yourself!)

The other day as | was puttering around in the yard admiring the beautiful tender, young
blooms, | thought about how gardens remind me of friendship in so many ways. The bright blos-
soms of friendship add so much color to our lives. Our friends may come in many varieties and
the relationships blossom in various colors at various times, and if we surround ourselves with
Sy2dzak @FNASGe 6SQff FAYR a2YSGKAYy3I 06f22YAYy:
create a refuge of shade from the heat of difficult times. Friends are like a thick lush carpet of
green grass, providing a soft spot for us to land if we lose our balance, or a place to relax and pon-
der the wonders of galaxies beyond. Sometimes friends are also like the rocks and stoges
create a boundary to protect ugently and lovingly reminding us of limitations if we step out to
do something unwise. Or they are like the fountain springing forth with refreshing laughter,
tempting us to splash and play with the innocence of clile fun. Some friends are like herbs,
adding fragrant, flavorful, and exotic spices to our lives.

Friendshipslike all worthwhile relationshipsare not always easy. Sometimes we have

to get our hands dirty and break through that crusty layer to find the soft, warm earth under-
neath. Sometimes we have to take a tidike planting a bulb for the first tinreand figure out
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level. We have to work together to keep the weeds from growing between us and hiding the
natural beauty of humanity that surrounds us.

As we work to continue to nurture, sustain, and grow the local Friendship Force club, |
urge you to pull out your gardening tools and help me break some new ground and plant some
new seeds, so that tomorrow our community will be able to continue to reap the type of harvest

6SQ0S Sy22eSR TNRBY (KS (2Ata 2F (K2aS Ay G(KS
® ® & !'yR o6& (GKS glexr AF lLyezyS lalaz (K

that dig to rediscover their treasures!
In friendship,
Vicki Thompson
President



FRIENDSHIP FORCE OF DAYTON NEWSLETTER page 2

FFI Annual Conferenc@ur Japanese friends are  timeframe. We also held social events including the
making exciting plans as hosts for this year's FFI afsreenville picnic and the Holiday/Christmas party. In
nual conference in Okinawa, Japan, Nov220 Home closing her report, the Vicki urged all members to spend
hosting will be available following the conference at clultigne recruiting and mentoring just one new member each
on some of the main islands. See the FFI website for r&gis year, stressing the impact we can have on the future

istration information and information on roundtrip air-  of the club by each member accepting this challenge.
fares as low as $1048 from Atlanta! Treasurer Karen Sensel reported that the club remains
financially sound. Her report was accepted by a unani-

FF of Dayton Annual Meeting Recaprhe Friend- Mous vote of the general membership.

ship Force of Dayton convened the club's annual Special thanks were offered to the Exchange Coordinat-
meeting on Saturday, April 25, at Christ Church in Kettdng Committee consisting of Bill Hagan, Bill Blaine, and
ring, Ohio, with an attendance of 53 members. Upon affene Gross who worked to identify and mentor exchange
val, club members were greeted by Cathy and Bill Clarkdirectors who were critical to the success of the ex-

Bill also made some remarks on behalf of the church, welanges. Three members were given special recognition
coming the club to the facility. For a change of pace, tH@r their dedicated commitment and work in the following
event was scheduled as a breakfast meeting rather thagreas: Bill Blaine for his many years of work in charge of
at the dinner hour. Kohlers catered what Glenn DeVoethe monthly newsletter; Bill Meers for his work in main-
happily referred to as a "farmer's breakfasiticluding taining the club's membership records and for being in
eggs, sausage, bacon, and potatoes! Doris Ponitz offetrge of cluawide email distribution; Joe Scullion for

the invocation by reading several inspiring Irish blessing¥going work in maintaining the club's web site, including
and a moment of silence was offered in memory of re- Now posting the newsletter on a monthly basis. Tom Gra-
cently deceased members Freddie Klefeker, Diana Wedtam (not present) was thanked for assuming responsibil-
Norman lisley, and Jean Weiner. Joe Scullion arrangedithéor the newsletter from Bill Blaine.

set-up of a computer and slide show that also enabled  Founding director Jeanne Comer highlighted the up-
members to view the latest FFI video generated to helpcoming 30th anniversary celebration scheduled for Octo-
publicize the international organization. ber 4 at the Wright B Flyer Hanger. Her committee is put-

President Vicki Thompson convened the meeting, weling together an exciting evening of events to commemo-
coming members and Jill Murphy, president of the Langi@kg this very special milestone. Information on upcoming
club and field representative for the Great Lakes Regiogxchanges was presented by exchange directors Mary Lou
The president offered her report highlighting the past and Bill Meers (domestic outbound to Louisville and
year's achievements and challenges. She reported thaMemphis), Gary Mitchner (inbound from Solothurn and
the club's relationship with FFI remains strong, and the Minnesota, and outbound to Australia), and Joan Lambert
local club's relationship with sister clubs in Ohio and  (outbound to Korea).

Michigan have been strengthened as a result of dialogue Vicki Thompson expressed thanks on behalf of the
opened at the district conference. She also related thatwhole club to the members of the board of directors and
the Blaines recently represented the club at the Miést paid special recognition to outgoing members of the
Regional Conference. Some of the challenges of the pasfard, including Chuck Ackley, Kendall Clay, Betty Darst
year included a few activities and exchanges that had t¢not present), Bill Hagan, Karen Sensel, and Larry Thomp-
be cancelled (Tanzania outbound, Pilgrimage Project, Raih (not present). Jill Murphy then offered remarks and
youth exchange, inbounds from Thlisi and Brazil) for vagiwore in the new officers: Vicki Thompson (president),
ous reasons, including political issues and lack of particbick Graf (vice president), Frank Sensel (treasurer), and
pation due at least in part to economic turmoil. Also, Gary Mitchner (secretary). Oaths of office were also
similar to other Friendship Force clubs and clubs of mamyken by founding director Jeanne Comer and incoming
types, our membership numbers have continued to de-board members Steve Birt, Mary K. Federle, Joan Lambert,
cline. However, the club also experienced several hugeind Bob Remm. Directors not present included Tom Gra-
successes over the past year including hosting the distrieim, Terri Stockman, and Louise Van Vliet.

conference, the exchange to the U.K; the successful Startyearing no new or old business to be addressed from

up of the Solothurn, Switzerland, club; and the collaborgre fioor, the meeting was adjourned The activities con-

tive effort with the Library of Congress in hosting the Rugyged with all present joining hands, forming a large cir-
sian Open World exchange during our national election s gng singing "Let There Be Peace on Earth.”
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fyou are Interested in hosting, day hosting, planning or helping in any other wty the Inbound ex-

change fromSolothurn, Switzerland, and Minneapolis Mblease contact the ED Gary
Mitchner - Gary.mitchner@gmail.com and 932991663 Tis exchange is scheduled for September 26 to O
tober 2, 2009.

There will be dcarry-in, pitchvin, potluckfor the inbound Minneapolis/Solothurn, Switzerland exchange on
September 27, 2009, at 5:@000 p.m. at the Oakwood Community Center 105 Patterson R@dldnembers
attending will have to RSVP to Charlotte Paugh and let her know whamgltican, family (family recipes with
copies of the recipegiomfort food that they will be bringing.

%%%I%%%%%%%%*%%%%%%%*%%*%**%*% %%fﬁ%%%*%*T%%%%%%%%%%%*%%*%%%%%%%%%%*%%*%*%*%*%*%*%*%*%*%*%

OREA: Come join the Outbound Exchange to Gwangjiu, S. Korea.

Join us for a fabulous homestay with our Friendship Force friends in Korea

We will be departing from Dayton on October 12 to fly to Seoul, Korea. Up
arriving in Seoul, we will depart by motor coach to Gwangj
where will meet our host families. :
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After spending a week with our host families, we will fly to
exotic Thailand for a week of magnificent sightseeing.

' We will be seeing a solid gold Bhuddha weighing 5 tons. We will travel byaitedy
boats on the klongs (canals) and Chao Phraya River to see the serene simple lifestyle of
= _(KS ¢KIAQao® Ly .ly31212 ¢S 4Aff a8S i1KS
Bhuddha, and many more amazing sights.

D NJ
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The group will then fly to Chaing Mai. This is known as the Go
¥ Triangle where Myanmar (Burma), Laos and Thailand come together. Some of
¥ unusual sights we will be seeing are the Lisu, Yao, Akha, and Karen villages.

gg ing by longtailed boat on the Mekong River we will have the opportunity to ride €
¥ phants through the jungle, visit orchid farms and handicraft villages where we cz
¥ watch the artisans at work.

* . . . .. . . . .
% Our group will travel in an agonditioned van or bus with an English speaking guide Many meals and en-
¥ trance fees are covered.

% 5% S 3K S KKK Sk SR TR S on

After 7 very busy days, we will return to Bangkok for our flight home on Octotfer 2

Contact ED Joan Lambbyt email aflambert9@woh.rr.conor by telephone at 937 44
8855 for more details. The date and time of an informational meeting will be an-
nounced shortly.
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Dayton to LouisvilleMemphis Exchange
May 12-18, 2009

Not all Friendship Force exchanges have to be with Inter-

national clubs, as you know. And so Dayton sent 19 of its

members on a tweer exchange to Louisville and Mem-

phis on May 12.

After a short three hour drive on Tuesday, we all arrived

Al ¥S8te 4 2dNJ K2adaQ Kz2vySa FyR gSNB aINBSGESR 4 Nyfte IyR
shared dinner with our newly met friends.

Wednesday we all visited Churchill Downs and had a
guided tour of the Paddock area and Grandstand. We
could almost hear the thunder of hooves from the recent
Kentucky Derby! A quick run thru the gift shop and we
were off to the Speed Art Museum. Lunch at a (very
nice) pizza joint, and then over to City Hall, where we ran
into the Mayor, Jerry Abramson. Still moving quickly,
next was the Howard Steamboat Museum and then the
Falls of the Ohio State Park. Time to get washed up and
change, then homéosted dinners for small groups to

get to know other Louisville Club members. Early to bed,
WOl dzasS 6SQ@S t26a (G2 aSS (2Y2NNRBg O

A visit and tour of the American Printing House for thEhe winning "stable" of Dayton Friendship Force ambassadors pose in front of the statue of
Blindt a fascinating learning experience. Lunch at thBarbaro, the 2006 Kentucky Derby winner, at Churchill Downs. The busy schedule of cul-
Dynasty Chinese restaurant challenged all of us withtural and social events planned by our Louisville and Memphis hosts kept us “running" at a

the vast variety of delicious food and desserts, and record pace throughout our exchange.
good conversations. On to a guided tour of Locust
Grove, a National Historic Landmark and stopping place for Lewis and Clark on their return from exploring the American West.

Our farewell party was enlivened by the playing of the Louisville Dulcimer Society and a discussion of the historyiofithestioments. We
wrapped things up with a slide presentation by Betty Darst and several other Dayton FF members about the wonders of DaytbicOtvas
very well received. Final goodbyes and promises to keep in touch, and off to bed to rest up for our next leg of thigexchang

It was off the Memphis in the morning! About a seven hour drive, but with the time change we got there an hour-8aRiervas | speeding?
Just time to relax and get to know our hosts, and then off to the Welcome Party where we had our fill and more of (wha#lefaphis?) bar-
beque and homemade desserts. There were introductions all around and great conversations and a resume of the actsitiedwdador the
next two days.

Saturday morning we were off to the Dixon Gallery and Gardens, featuring beautiful gardens and lovely art work in arffansibtthny (a
rather weltto-do family, of course!) We" all piled back into the cars for a drive to the famous St. Jude Hospital and togi§danny Thomas
tF GAEtAZ2Y S K2y2NAYy3 GKS Yy K2 KFER &dzOK |y AYLRNIL yrice ¢¢Btdr.S Ay
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mighty Mississippi and the Barbeque Festival. What a view!
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done and very moving. Dinner with our host family followed, and then we got ready for another busy day tomorrow.

Sunday morning it was church and/or other activities, a visit to the Memphis Botanic Garden followed by a trip to ev@febilte, the Mem-
phis Zoo to see the pandas.

hdzNJ FAYEFE yAIKEG 6AGK 2dzNJ ySg FTNRASYRA T2 dzy Rmategredt ibod\AHd Hesdenard comerNE
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which included a poem by our poet laureate Gary Mitchner written that morning as he awaited his morning coffee.

Off to bed one final time, so we could be up bright and early for the long drive home.

Many memories and new friends to talk and think about; many things not seen or known before this trip; promises maddnddespand
return; offers to host our new friends when they come to Dayton.
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Joe Scullion, Mary Lou & Bill Meers
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