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PRESIDENTS COMMENTS

November 2009
Happy Thanksgiving!

Dear Friends,

Have you being counting your blessings? | have . . . and | ran out of fingers and
toes long ago! As you pause and look back over the year, | hope it has been one full of
fAFSQa NAOKSald o2dzyiASao dziz AT y203 L
bows along the way!

L Y a2 SEOAGSR Fo2dzi ¢KIylaaagay3as
time of year again already. Ron and | are not grandparents (yet), but my nieces and
YySLIKSga YR GKSANI fAGGHES 2ySa NB O2YAYy:
As | try to anticipate the warmth of the holiday from their young eyes, | eagerly antici-
pate the giggles and carefree, playful attitudes with which they see the world. Looking
through the experiences of my own bifocaled eyes, | appreciate more than ever the true
treasure of joyous times with my loved ones and friends.

As an organization, this year we collectively have a great deal thankful for.

Thirty awesome years! ay Q4 G KF G FYFT Ay3kK | 24 Y dz
82dzNJ GNBI adz2NBR YSY2NASE 2F SEOKIFy3ISa |yl

added more and more to the count. Although we often seem to focus on friends around
the world, perhaps the greatest treasures are the friendships the club has helped foster
in and around the Dayton area. Itis a privilege to count you all as friends. So, please, dc
come join us in celebrating 30 wonderful years on Decemb®t The committee has

worked long and hard to make this an exceptional event. You will not want to miss it,
and we do not want to miss you!

In the meantime . . .

May your stuffing be tasty,
May your turkey be plump,
May your potatoes and gravy,
Have nary a lump.

May your yams be delicious,
And your pies take the prize,
And may your Thanksgiving dinner

Stay off your thighs!

Blessings to you,
Vicki Thompson
President
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--E<CHANGE NEWS: SVERAL INTERNATIONRIdentswill be

pending Thanksgiving dinner widAYTON

THEAUSTRALIAN/NEW ZEALAND OUTE IERSHIP FORGtembers. If you would be

ING . willing to host an international student for a meal ¢
exchange's dates are Septtl8ept 29, yay please contact Louise Van Viiet at

2010, with hosts in Canberra and the Gold Coast, \,5nyjil@muohio.eduor leave a message on her ar
stays in Sydney, and an additional land tour of the swering machine (937) 2982086.

southern island of New Zealand. . . .
ty about 15 e h ioned dall Our celebration of World Friendship Day
Ojrren ¥ abou people have signed &all or will take place on March 2, 2010 at Hither-

_are-rr:ietuclhcralz:)éq)mIrtr::at]ilnggr?ﬁ;zi?gelrggiegr green Community CentebDetails will appear in a fut
gary. 9 ' , ' ture newsletter

=

~

-I-I oMt !bbL+tOw{!w, [tO9
CELEBRATION WILL TAKE PLACE SUNPAY,
DECEMBER 13, 2009, AT HOPE HOTEL MADE FA-
ah! { '"{ ¢19 I ha9 hC qgc¢clI 9
'/ / hw5{éd  2dz &K2dzZ R| KI
0FGA2y o0& y260 LT &2dz KI
Mary K Federle a@37-572-1237 or
mksf@webtv.net

2 SONB t221Ay3 FT2NBINR
and having a great evening of celebration!

I NBOUND FROM JAKARTAand allINDG™ """~~~ ~~~~7==7==7=7=7=7=7=7

SlAis scheduled for July of 2010. Get a headst; t!
Begin learning about Indonesian society and cultd 2. s%@ . .
For an overview you can start with Wikipedia at : '-:F fr'elﬁf?ir:'f@ t?r ce
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indonesia i 4‘ :

Steve Birt is the exchange director. Let him knows

you can help in any way: hosting; day hosting; pla - M ISSION

ning a trip or event; liaising with local officials etc.; e 1o promote global understanding across the barriers |
can be contacted &37-547-6198 and separate people

hetuck@gmail.com

s

VALUES

Mut ual Respect A Cultura
Service

VISION

Each individual will make a contribution to global goodv
The Friendship Force worldwide network of clubs and ii
viduals will overcome differences among people and n¢
tions. By connecting the world, one friend at a time, we
create a world of friends that becomes a world of peace

o o cm me o CE. CE. ONe CE. DN CE. e OEe CE. OE. ONe CE OE. ONe CE. OEe O OE. Ome CE. e OE

The temples ofPrambanan(c. 10th century)



http://wikitravel.org/en/Prambanan
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| SNJ yAOlYIlIYS Aa (GKS a!y3asSt 2F {IINra2S@23z¢ 0SSO
that city during the Bosnian war. Her real name is Serena, and she is neyearbld naturalized
American citizen and outstanding student at Centerville High School. Her parents immigrated to the U.S.
following the war when Serena was not quite five years old, but life since has not been a bowl full of cher-
NA Sao ' f 0K2dzZ3K SRdzOF GSR +ta Sy3aAySSNBR Ay . 2ayAl
GKS ! o{dx &S0 Al ¢l a adFFTAOASYyd SRdzOFGA2y G2 fF
Braco was diagnosed with a brain tumor. Despite surgery, the tumor has returned several times
followed by surgery each tintemost recently on 11/19/09. Each surgery has left him less able to care
for himself. His wife Didi and daughter care for him at home, as he requiresit4care. (The results
from this latest surgery are not yet known.) While Didi works full time and Serena attends school, Braco
attends an adult daycare program for Alzheimer patients. Despite these circumstances, Didi has tried to
help Serena have a normal childhood. Serena works aipagtjob and helps her mother care for her
father, a never ending labor of love.

Recently, Serena was nominated through her school for the People to People program. Itis a pro-
gram similar to Friendship Force but offers young people an opportunity to visit and learn about various
countries, their cultures and people, in a structured program for which they receive high school and/or
college credit. Serena completed the application process, gathering required letters of endorsement
from teachers, and passed the interview process. The challenge now is funding. Tuition and travel costs
I NB FLIWINREAYLFGSt& bppynno 5ARA O2y il OGSR +£AO01A
participated in the program. Didi wanted to contact other parents who had faced to the same funding
challenge in order to learn more about potential fundraising ideas. Serena is saving some money from
her parttime job to help fund the tuition and plans to take time away from helping with her dad this win-
ter to do things like shovel sidewalks to raise additional funds. She is also looking for other fundraising
2LI0A2ya® LiQa F aidsSSLI Kaftft (G2 OftAYo aAyoS (KS
much of their time is dedicated to caring for Braco.

| F gAYy3 KSFENR 2F {SNBylIQa SyRSI@2NE>X (KS f 20l
about her goals and why she wanted to participate in this program. We found her to be a very articulate
young woman, mature beyond her years. We believe she would be an excellent ambassador for both the
U.S. and her natural homeland. To that end, consistent with the purposes listed in our bylaws that indi-
OFGS 2yS LMzN1I2 &S 2F 2dzNJ Of dzo Aa ai2 | OGA@Ste |y
SeIds & & & AGdZRRSY(IkiSIOKSNI Ay@2f @dSYSyd Ay 3t 20
Serena in the following manner: The Board will donate up to $500 in matching funds based on the giving
by our club members for this endeavor. SO, PLEASE consider making a gift through the Friendship Force
of Dayton. Please send your donation in a check made payable to the Friendship Force of Dayton and an-
y20FGSR FT2NJ { SNBYIl Qa8 LINRIANI YO al Af G0KS OKSO1
ring, OH 45429. In the meantime, if you have other fundraising ideas to help support Serena in her en-
deavor, please contact club president Vicki Thompson for additional contact information. Thank you for
your generosity. Together we can help this angel spread her wings and become a true ambassador for
peace!

Guplore « Understand » Serve®
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THIRTY YEAR ANNIVERSARIES come and go. It's only when they have a special tie to you that they take on a differ
In 1979, the year our Dayton Friendship Force Chapter was founded, thirty years hence didn't even enter into our minc
We were doing good just to reach the first one! As the years passed, however, our little club became more and more .
cessful with exchanges and missions, e.g., U.S.S.R., The People's Republic of China, Poland, etc., Early on, most of
were "volunteer" trips due to the potentially precarious conditions that existed at the time. Our less stressful exchang
included Colombia, So. Korea, New Zealand, Egypt, etc.

Our successes continued, making inroads in wonderful country after wonderful country, visiting and hosting countries |
and small. Suddenly, our Dayton Chapter was presented with an opportunity to become a collaborator with Wright
Patterson Air Force Base, the University of Dayton and the Dayton Council on World Affairs in developing an appropri
celebration of the Ist Anniversary of the Signing of the Dayton Peace Accords, which had taken place at the Hope Hote
Dayton. The ongear anniversary was aptly acknowledged with a group of Daytonians flying to Sarajevo, under the au:
pices of The Friendship Force in December, 1996, to spend ten days in ttermeity of Sarajevo, with the most gracious
(and grateful) Bosnian hosts ever. That became a personal involvement for our club, one that we will never forget.

Our Friendship Force people truly have been Ambassadors of goodwill, giving to so many, not only the material gifts t
accompany our exchanges, but the love, compassion and friendship so desperately needed by so many. FF'ers have
gone beyond the call.

So now-here it is-the 30th Anniversary of the Dayton, Ohio Chapter. We're hoping to celebrate this occasion with man
friends, some dating back to our formative years. Those of us "oldies" still around recall the fun and camaraderie we ¢
perienced andsometimes-the harrowing situations in several of our host countries. But we have that genuine feeling o
accomplishment the precious friendships made throughout the world by means of our Friendship Force connection. W
owe all of you so much, each and every one of you. For the honors, the plaques, the awards bestowed upon our club,
thank you. We are so indebted to you for your diligence and loyalty, hard work, perseverance and love that have accc
nied your efforts. We wish we had time and space to acknowledge each of you personally, but please know that we al
ever grateful for your involvement.

As the founder of the Dayton Chapter, | want to personally express my appreciation to all of you who contributed to th
success of this club, and who continue to do so. | may have been the little engine that wanted to make the trip up the
mountain, but it couldn't have been accomplished with out the "I think | can, | think4-ckinow | can, | know | can" atti-
tude all of you manifested throughout the years. Thank you from the bottom of my heart.

The invitations are out, thanks to a hangbrking committee. We hope you are as excited as we are in planning for this
occasion. Dr. George Brown, president of Friendship Force International (FF) Atlanta, GA, will be here to help us cele
We're anticipating learning about exciting plans for 2010.

AND NOW--ON WITH THE SHOW! Come and celebrate wilaysthe travel game (and oh, the fantastic prize the win-
ner goes home with!); take a chance or two on the exquisite wall hanging, made by otmgkét extraordinaire Char-

lotte Paugh; go home with gorgeous and fantastic Christmas gifts from our Silent Auction; have a delicious meal and e
the music of some great musicians. Our bagpiper, accompanied by an Honor Guard of Cub Scouts, will set the tempc
the entire evening. Proceeds of the event will go to Women for Women.

Please plan to be there, and feel free to bring guests. Let's show the world we are more than ever determined to conti
our efforts toward world peace, friend by friend, country by country. Looking forward to seeing you on December 13.

In friendship,
Jeanne Comer
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Frank and Karen Sensel

friendship force

DAYTON

Back in 1979, Frank came home one night and asked the family if

they would be interested in hosting some visitors from Cali, Colum-

bia. He had been listening to a radio interview with Jeanne Comer

YR £t SFENYSR 2F (KS Ayoz2dzyR SEOKIy3ISed WSIyyS az2dzyRSR
for places for these folks to stay.

I FGSN) a2YS RA&AOdza&aA2Yy Y 62dzi GKS 2yte ljdSadAiazy o1
GKSe aLlsSlI] 9y3aftAaKKe CNIy1X 0SAy3a GKS SGSNyrt 2LIAY
0SY NBLI ASRI ahK &Saz LQY adz2NB GKSe gAff d¢ 2Stfx GK

hosting three visitors and guess what: none of them spoke English.
But what a two weeks! The family and ambassadors really became close. There were tears all around on depar-
ture day. Was the experience successful? Yes, the family decided. They sent back two of their three visitors!

Frank is 71 years old. He owned a temporary help service and sold it 14 years ago. He now takes care of
K2dzaSK2f R OK2NB&aX RIFIoofSa Ay (GKS ad201 YIFEIN)y SOz @2t dzy
/| SYSGSNE ® 'S A& | LINIYSNIAYy &dFyRIFENR O0NBR K2N&ES NI
8SIFNEX KS YIAY(GlFIAYySR GKS Ofdzo YFAfAYy3a fAald 2y KAa O2
Treasurer of our club.

Karen is 69 years old and retired also. She started and operated a mailing house for 25+ years. Daughter
Cindy is now running the business. Karen serves on the board for the Miami Valley Hospital Foundation and some-
times volunteers there. She is also the Volunteer Coordinator for Fairmont Church and currently heads a Circle
group. She is also past treasurer of our club.

The Sensels hosted about 18 times and have been foreign ambassadors five times. The most recent in-
bound exchange was the OPEN WORLD PROGRAM. They hosted three ladies from Russia who were here to ob-
serve our national election cycle last November. It was very interesting! ED Joe Scullion referred to them as,

GCNI y1Qa | I NBY®DE

YIENBY 20838 (2 RENDNNDY SROKANASa®ONWdea G | 81 KSNH

Frank and Karen were EDs for an inbound from Brisbane in 2007. The original ED, Doug Harding, had a
heart problem and had to cancel. However, Doug and Mae were able to return to the US this September and the
{SyaSta K2ailiSR GKSY Ay Ly AYyF2NXNIE gl & SgAGK KSf LI TNR

The Sensels will celebrate 50 years of marriage in March, 2010. They have three grown children: two
daughters and one adopted son. The daughters have blessed them with seven grandchildren: six girls and one boy
ranging from ages 12 to 19. All live within a 45 minute drive.

YIENBYyQad Y2G0KSNJ Aa adAaftt 3I2Ay3 aidNBy3a YR fAGBSa Ay
They also are Snowbirds in Clearwater, FL, and have hosted many club members over the years.

¢tKS {SyaSta Ayg@dz2ft @dSYSylid Ay CNASYRaAKALI C2NOSXUiKS C
important part of their lives. Many friendships endure over the years. They encourage others to share the unique
Friendship Force experience.

CHANGING THE WAY YOU

SEE THE WORLD



