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 Dear Members, 

 Please join me in giving a huge thanks to Gary and Marilyn Mitchner for the su-
perb job they did in leading their first-ever inbound exchange as E.D.s!  I continue to hear 
from members who participated in the various activities about how much they enjoyed 
this particular exchange.  For any of you who did not participate in some of the activities 
with the Solothurn, Switzerland, and the Minneapolis/St. Paul ambassadors, you really 
missed a great opportunity to witness again what Friendship Force is all about.  The Swiss 
and MN groups were small in number, yet mighty in fun and goodwill.  The welcoming 
dinner got everything off on the right foot with lots of humorous stories from the partici-
pants.  Mayor Judy Cook of Oakwood greeted the group and expressed her personal in-
terest in learning more about Friendship Force.  A young reporter from the Kettering-
Oakwood Times attended, and she also had a terrific time and gave us some great public-
ity with the article she published (see re-print enclosed) in the Kettering-Oakwood Times.  
The week held a few surprises and bumps as some health issues challenged us.  Host 
Larry Thompson had a scare followed by a visit to the emergency room, and one of the 
Swiss ambassadors actually ended up having an appendectomy!  Fortunately, the Swiss 
άǇŀǘƛŜƴǘέ ǿŀǎ ŀƳƻƴƎ ƴŜǿ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ƛƴ 5ŀȅǘƻƴ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘƛǎ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ŀƭƭ ŀƭƻƴŜ ƻƴ 
a post-ŜȄŎƘŀƴƎŜ ŘǊƛǾƛƴƎ ŜȄŎǳǊǎƛƻƴΣ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ǎƛƴŎŜ Ƙƛǎ ǿƛŦŜ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ŘǊƛǾŜΦ  L ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŜȅ 
appreciated the support and extended hospitality shown to them by their hosts the 
Mitchners during the post-surgery recuperation. 

{ǇŜŀƪƛƴƎ ƻŦ ŜȄŎƘŀƴƎŜǎΣ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ǿŜƭƭ ƛƴǘƻ CCLΩǎ ŎȅŎƭŜ ƻŦ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ нлмм ŜȄπ
changes.  Based on your inputτand thank you for so many responsesτthe Board has 
Ƨǳǎǘ ǾƻǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘ ƻǳǘōƻǳƴŘ ŜȄŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ŦƛƴŘ ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜŘ ƛƴǎƛŘŜ 
ǘƘƛǎ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊΦ  LǘΩǎ ŜȄŎƛǘƛƴƎΣ ȅŜǘ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ōŜ ŀǿŀǊŜ ƛǘΩǎ ƻƴƭȅ ƻǳǊ ŎƭǳōΩǎ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘ ŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǇƻƛƴǘΦ  
FFI will do all the matching and give us information on the matching process by early 
Spring.  Cross your fingers!    

Φ Φ Φ !ƴŘ ƪŜŜǇ ǘƘƻǎŜ ŦƛƴƎŜǊǎ ŎǊƻǎǎŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ǿƛƴ ǘƘŜ олth anniversary quilt so 
artfully designed and sewn by Charlotte Paugh.  The gala is just around the corner!  The 
30th anniversary committee is very busy working to create a most delightful celebration.  
With a last minute change in date and venue that drove a change in catering, decorating 
ǇƭŀƴǎΣ ŜǘŎΦΣ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ ƛǎ ǘǊǳƭȅ ǎƘƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦƭŜȄƛōƛƭƛǘȅΗ  ¢ƘǊƻǳƎƘ WŜŀƴƴŜ /ƻƳŜǊΩǎ ŀǊǘƛπ
cle in recent newsletters, you have heard some great stories about past exchanges and 
about the excitement that is building for this great party now scheduled for Dec. 13 at 
IƻǇŜ IƻǘŜƭΦ  ¸ƻǳΩƭƭ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ 59CLbL¢9 Ǉƭŀƴǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ǘƘŜǊŜΦ  ¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀ ǎƛƭŜƴǘ ŀǳŎπ
tion with some terrific items on which to bid, so bring your checkbook!  George Brown of 
FFI will be in attendance, and we look forward to seeing each of you, too. 

Lƴ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŀƴǘƛƳŜΣ ŜƴƧƻȅ ǘƘƛǎ ǎŜŀǎƻƴΩǎ ōŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭ ōƻǳǉǳŜǘ ƻŦ Ŧŀƭƭ ŎƻƭƻǊǎΦ 

  

      In friendship, 

      Vicki Thompson 

      President 

     

NEWSLETTER 

FRIENDSHIP FORCE OF DAYTON, OHIO 

Orville Wright in flight over  
Huffman Prairie, approxi-
mately 1,760 feet in 40 1/5 
seconds, Nov. 16, 1904. (Lib. 
Cong.) 
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D AYTON FRIENDSHIP FORCE members are 

needed to day-host college students studying 
at Sinclair and Univ. of Dayton.  If you would be will-
ing to host an international student for a meal or a 
day, please contact Louise Van Vliet at  
<vanvlil@muohio.edu> or leave a message on her 
answering machine - (937)  298-2086. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

T HE AUSTRALIAN/NEW ZEALAND trip's 

dates are Sept 10τSept 29, 2010, with hosts in 
Canberra and the Gold Coast, stays in Sydney, and an 
additional land tour of the southern island of New 
Zealand.   

C urrently about 15  people have  signed up. Call 
or e-mail Gary Mitchner 937-299-1663 or  

gary.mitchner@gmail.com if interested.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

T I9 άол¢I !bbL±9w{!w¸ {t9/¢!/¦[!wέ  CELEBRATION WILL TAKE PLACE  SUNDAY, 
DECEMBER 13, 2009, AT HOPE HOTEL MADE FA-
ah¦{ !{ ¢I9 Iha9 hC ά¢I9 5!¸¢hb t9!/9 
!//hw5{έΦ  This is an appropriate venue for an or-

ƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ά ! ǿƻǊƭŘ ƻŦ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ƛǎ ŀ 
ǿƻǊƭŘ ƻŦ ǇŜŀŎŜέΦ !ǎ ȅƻǳ Ƴŀȅ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘƛǎ ŜǾŜƴǘ ǿŀǎ ƻǊƛƎƛπ
nally scheduled for Oct. 4, 2009, but was cancelled 
when our club founder and driving force behind the 
celebration was injured in an accident. She is now back 
in fighting form! This event will be combined with our 
traditional holiday party to make the event a truly spec-
tacular event. Tickets will sell for $30.  You will soon 
receive an invitation in the mail. Karen Sensel will be 
handling reservation. 

 

K UDOS to Gary Mitchner and his team for 

leading a very successful exchange with the vis-
iting Switzerland and Minnesota ambassadors. Every-
one seems to have had a wonderful and educational 
experience. 

 

W e wish Marian Oroszi a speedy recov-
ery! 

M ISSION 
To promote global understanding across the barriers that 

separate people 

VALU ES 
Mutual Respect Å Cultural Diversity Å Cultural Exploration  

Service 

V IS ION  
Each individual will make a contribution to global goodwill. 

The Friendship Force worldwide network of clubs and indi 

viduals will overcome differences among people and na-

tions. By connecting the world, one friend at a time, we will 

create a world of friends that becomes a world of peace. 

 

The Gold Coast 
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T HE  DAYTON FF BOARD will be making its request for OUTBOUND EXCHANGES for 

2011 to Friendship Force International. The countries that we will be asking for are: Eastern Can-
ada, the Netherlands, and a joint exchange with Switzerland to Russia/Estonia/Latvia.  We wish to 
thank the many members who made their preferences known to our president, Vicki. These inputs 
ǿŜǊŜ ǉǳƛǘŜ ǳǎŜŦǳƭ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ .ƻŀǊŘΩǎ ŘŜƭƛōŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ {ŎƻǘƭŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ bƻǊǘƘŜǊƴ LǊŜƭŀƴŘ ǿŜǊŜ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘŜŘ ŀǎ Ǉƻǎǎƛπ
ble backup countries if none of the other choices were possible.  

I NBOUND FROM JAKARTA and all INDONESIA is scheduled for July of 2010. 

Get a headstart! Begin learning about Indonesian society and culture. For an overview you can start 
with Wikipedia at http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indonesia 

Jimbaran Beach, Bali.  

S TEVE BIRT SELECTED AS EX-
CHANGE DIRECTOR FOR 

THE INBOUND FROM INDONE-
SIA.  
Steve tells us: άL ǊŜǘƛǊŜŘ ŀǎ ŦƛǊŜ ŎƘƛŜŦ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ Ŏƛǘȅ ƻŦ 
Greenville in 2002 and have  done some traveling, 
both domestic and abroad, during the intervening  
years. My first contact with Friendship Force came 
when Bill Blaine  approached my brother Rick and his 
wife Betty about the outbound  trip to Switzerland in 
2009. They asked me if I was interested, and  the 
rest, as they say, is history. I have enjoyed my experi-
ence with  FF and have enjoyed becoming reac-
quainted with our Swiss friends  during their recent 
visit to the Dayton area. My brother and his wife,  
who will be helping me with the Indonesia inbound, 
are both still  working, but Rick will retire from Mar-
tin-Marietta in December after  about 25 years of 
service. Betty works for the Brethren Retirement  
Community in Greenville and has worked there for 
about 30 years. Rick  and Betty have three grown 
children, and I have two, one a senior at  the Ohio 
State University and the other a teacher in the 
DǊŜŜƴǾƛƭƭŜ  ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǎȅǎǘŜƳΦέ 

If you wish to be a part of this exchange in any ca-
pacity, host, dayhost, event coordinator, etc you can 
contact Steve at 937-547-6198 or by e-mail 

 at hetuck@gmail.com  

Borobudur temple near Yogyakarta in Java 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jimbaran
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bali
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By JENNIFER OSTERDAY 

Times staff writer 

josterday@tcnewsnet.com 

W alk into a gathering of      
The F r i e n d s h i p  Force 

of Dayton and you'll realize 
their organization could not 
be more aptly named. 

The Friendship Force Inter-
national is a world­wide or-
ganization that focuses on 
breaking cultur­al barriers by en-
couraging locals to host in their 
home visitors from other 
countries. 

Friends, old and new, 
gathered on Sunday, Sept 
27 at the Oakwood Community 
center to welcome visitors from 
Switzerland and Minnesota. 

Approximately 60 people 
joined for a welcome pot luck 
dinner featuring American cui-
sine. Guests included a per-
formance by the Dayton Con-
temporary Dance Club, Mayor 
Judy Cook and Kery Gray, Mayor 
Rhine McLin's Executive Assis-
tant to the Dayton City Commis-
sion. 

"The idea is that as Roslyn 
Carter would say, once you 
put your feet under someone's 
table and shared a meal, you 
became ƳƻǊŜ ƭƛƪŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΣέ ǎŀƛŘ 
Vicki Thompson, president of the 
Dayton Club. 

The visiting groups from Swit-
zerland and Minnesota indeed 
seemed like family already, af-
ter only arriving the previous 
day. 

Before dinner, each host in-
troduced the family that was 
staying in their home and 
shared something they had 
learned about them. They had 
fun sharing jokes and humorous 
stories. 

As one person from  

Switzerland jokingly shared, "We 
have learned a terrible thing. If 
you are retired you have to 
work ƘŀǊŘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ōŜŦƻǊŜΦέ 

The Friendship Force was 
founded by Wayne Smith in 
1977 during the Carter admini-
stration. 

Thompson explained the or-
ganization was founded to fos-
ter peace. 

"His idea was that if people who 
became friends on a personal 
level, it would help to foster 
peace internationally    be-
cause we would look at each 
other ƳƻǊŜ ŀǎ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭǎΣέ ǎƘŜ 
said. 

According to the Friendship 
Force International website, 
there are active clubs in 
more than 50 countries. The 
Dayton club is the oldest 
and largest in Ohio. 

Those who were visiting Day-
ton were given an itinerary of 
activit ies to do throughout the 
week which included among 
other things, a trip to the Air 
Force Museum, the National 
Underground Railroad Freedom 
Center in Cincinnati and a fare-
well dinner at the Golden Lamb 

in Lebanon. 
   At the welcome dinner Gray 
ǎǇƻƪŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊǎΣ ά²Ŝ Ƙope 
ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ŀƭǎƻ ƎŜǘ ǘƻ spend some 
time finding out some of the 
great things about Dayton's 
present which is our people, 
our kind hearts, our warm 
smiles and our welcoming ac-
commodations. And that's what 
Friendship Force I think is all 
about." 

Mayor Cook also shared a few 
words before the dinner, shar-
ing her respect for the organiza-
tion. 
ά¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ƭƛƪŜ hav-

ing someone who is a part of a 
community show someone who 
doesn't know it face to face 
what life is like and what we 
are all about" 

 
   To find out more about 
Friendship Force International, 
visit 
www.thefriendshipforce.org 
    
You can also visit the Friend-
ship Force of Dayton's website 
at 
www.friendshipforcedayton.c
om. 

A couple from Minnesota stands as they share stories about their experi-
ences with their host family, the Mitchners. who reside in Oakwood. 

Friendship Force Aptly  Named (from the KO Times 10/7/2009) 


