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have hosted or been involved in weddings as their sons, daughters, grandchildren, and
other family members have walked down the aisle . As one of the most important cere-
monial events practiced in nearly every culture, weddings incorporate a myriad of sym-
bolic elements pertaining to the individuals and the families involved and the society in
which they take place. Each wedding and the resultant union brings with it a unique set
of challenges and rewards, influenced by many factors, not the least of which may be a
direct result of the dynamics of all the personalities and circumstances involved. As |
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Exchanges, like marriages (particularly in the Western world), usually find their
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particular person, region or culture. Once the courtship progresses and each party de-
cides to commit to a mutual relationship, dates are set and plans are made to embark on
a new adventure together. Albeit the exchange is for a much shorter time period than a
marriage-at least most-it can have a lifetime impact on our future interests and percep-
tions. Each exchange is unique based on the cultures and personalities involved. Some
go very smoothly, while others encounter bumps along the way when ambassadors and/
or hosts have different expectations. In all sets of circumstances, good communication is
critical to avoiding or working out misunderstandings and attaining individual and mutual
goals. Then the big day comes! The planning is complete, and now it is time to relax anc
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in the end. Nerves are settled as everything begins to fall in place; energy is renewed by
the excitement; and new relationships are established that have the potential of lasting a
lifetime. In the future, whenever you hear the name of the host city on the news, your
ears perk up because now you have a personal connection with people in that area
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changes your thoughtsand your heart.

Through the years our club has been blessed with many successful exchanges.
Some ambassadors have become like extensions of our family, some like distant relative:
with whom we only exchange cards during the holidays, and others we enjoy knowing
for only a short time before our different lives again consume us and we lose connection.
In all these cases, nonetheless, our encounter with each one has changed us in some
wayt and it in the way we see the world. So join me in a honoring our friends old and
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Vicki Thompson
President
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cancelled when our club founder and driving force be-
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INTERNATIONAL
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MISSION

To promote global understanding across the barriers tha
separate people

Mut ual Respect A Cultural
Service

VISION

Each individual will make a contribution to global goodwill.
The Friendship Force worldwide network of clubs and indi
viduals will overcome differences among people and na-
tions. By connecting the world, one friend at a time, we wil
create a world of friends that becomes a world of neace.

Sydney, Australia
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