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L ƭƻǾŜ ǿŜŘŘƛƴƎǎΗ  L Ƨǳǎǘ ǊŜǘǳǊƴŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ Ƴȅ ƴŜǇƘŜǿΩǎ ǿŜŘŘƛƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŀōǎƻπ
ƭǳǘŜƭȅ ƭƻǾŜƭȅ όƴƻǘ ǘƘŀǘ LΩƳ ǇŀǊǘƛŀƭ ŀǘ ŀƭƭύΗ  Lƴ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ ŦŜǿ ƳƻƴǘƘǎΣ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ 
have hosted or been involved in weddings as their sons, daughters, grandchildren, and 
other family members have walked down the aisle .  As one of the most important cere-
monial events practiced in nearly every culture, weddings incorporate a myriad of sym-
bolic elements pertaining to the individuals and the families involved and the society in 
which they take place.  Each wedding and the resultant union brings with it a unique set 
of challenges and rewards, influenced by many factors, not the least of which may be a 
direct result of the dynamics of all the personalities and circumstances involved.  As I 
ǘǳǊƴ Ƴȅ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǿŜŘŘƛƴƎǎ ǘƻǿŀǊŘ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘǎ ƻŦ CǊƛŜƴŘǎƘƛǇ CƻǊŎŜΣ L ŎŀƴΩǘ ƘŜƭǇ ōǳǘ 
ŘǊŀǿ ǎƻƳŜ ǇŀǊŀƭƭŜƭǎ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǿŜŘŘƛƴƎǎ LΩǾŜ ƻōǎŜǊǾŜŘ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƴŘ CǊƛŜƴŘǎƘƛǇ 
CƻǊŎŜǎ ŜȄŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ LΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘΦ 

Exchanges, like marriages (particularly in the Western world), usually find their 
ƻǊƛƎƛƴǎ ƛƴ ŀ άǎǇŀǊƪέ ƻŦ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘΣ ŀƴ ŀǘǘǊŀŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŀƪŜǎ ƻƴŜ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǊƴ ƳƻǊŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀ 
particular person, region or culture.  Once the courtship progresses and each party de-
cides to commit to a mutual relationship, dates are set and plans are made to embark on 
a new adventure together.  Albeit the exchange is for a much shorter time period than a 
marriage--at least most--it can have a lifetime impact on our future interests and percep-
tions.  Each exchange is unique based on the cultures and personalities involved.  Some 
go very smoothly, while others encounter bumps along the way when ambassadors and/
or hosts have different expectations.  In all sets of circumstances, good communication is 
critical to avoiding or working out misunderstandings and attaining individual and mutual 
goals.  Then the big day comes!  The planning is complete, and now it is time to relax and 
ŜƴƧƻȅΦ  5ŜǎǇƛǘŜ ǘƘŜ ƳƛƴƻǊ άƻƻǇǎτL ŦƻǊƎƻǘ ǘƘƛǎ ƻǊ ǘƘŀǘέΣ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǳǎǳŀƭƭȅ ǿƻǊƪǎ ƻǳǘ ǿŜƭƭ 
in the end.  Nerves are settled as everything begins to fall in place; energy is renewed by 
the excitement; and new relationships are established that have the potential of lasting a 
lifetime.  In the future, whenever you hear the name of the host city on the news, your 
ears perk up because now you have a personal connection with people in that area 
ǿƘƛŎƘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŜȄƛǎǘ ōŜŦƻǊŜΦ  ¸ƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǊ ǎŜƴǎƛǘƛǾƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ŀǿŀǊŜƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜΣ 
ǘƘŜƛǊ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜǎΦ  ¸ƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ ƻǊ ŀ άŘƛǎǘŀƴǘ ǊŜƭŀǘƛǾŜέ ǘƘŀǘ ƴƻǿ 
changes your thoughtsτand your heart.   

Through the years our club has been blessed with many successful exchanges.  
Some ambassadors have become like extensions of our family, some like distant relatives 
with whom we only exchange cards during the holidays, and others we enjoy knowing 
for only a short time before our different lives again consume us and we lose connection.  
In all these cases, nonetheless, our encounter with each one has  changed us in some 
wayτand it in the way we see the world.  So join me in a honoring our friends old and 
ƴŜǿ Φ Φ Φ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǘƻŀǎǘ Φ Φ Φ ά¢ƻ ¦ƴƛǘȅΣ CǊƛŜƴŘǎƘƛǇΣ ŀƴŘ [ŀǎǘƛƴƎ tŜŀŎŜΗέ 

 

      Vicki Thompson 

      President 
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Orville Wright in flight over  
Huffman Prairie, approxi-
mately  
1,760 feet in 40 1/5 seconds,  
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T HE AUSTRALIAN/NEW ZEALAND trip's 

dates are Sept 10τSept 29, 2010 with hosts in 
Canberra and the Gold Coast, stays in Sydney, and an 
additional land tour of the southern island of New 
Zealand.   

The Dayton FF had been asked to lead this Global 
Exchange  by George Brown, the President of Friend-
ship Force International. These (Global) exchanges are 
different in that they will have a strong focus on cultural 
understanding  and  that about half the ambassadors are 
from around the world and half from the leadership club, 
Dayton FF in this case. FFI άōŜƭƛŜǾŜǎ ȅƻǳǊ Ŏƭǳō Ƙŀǎ ǘƘŜ 
leadership and vision to help us design, implement and 
ŜǾŀƭǳŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ŦƻǊƳŀǘ Χ ŀƴŘ Ǉƭŀȅ ŀ ǘǊŀƛƭōƭŀȊƛƴƎ ǊƻƭŜ ŦƻǊ 
CǊƛŜƴŘǎƘƛǇ CƻǊŎŜΦέ  

 

C urrently 8 to 10 people have  signed up. Call or e-
mail Gary Mitchner 937-299-1663 

gary.mitchner@gmail.com if interested.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

N 9²{ C[!{IΥ ¢I9 ά30TH ANNIVERSARY 
{t9/¢!/¦[!wέ  /9[9.w!¢Lhb ²L[[ ¢!Y9 

PLACE  SUNDAY, DECEMBER 13, 2009 AT HOPE 
Ih¢9[ a!59 C!ah¦{ !{ ¢I9 Iha9 hC ά¢I9 
5!¸¢hb t9!/9 !//hw5{έΦ  This is an appropriate 

ǾŜƴǳŜ ŦƻǊ ŀƴ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ά ! ǿƻǊƭŘ 
ƻŦ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ƛǎ ŀ ǿƻǊƭŘ ƻŦ ǇŜŀŎŜέΦ !ǎ ȅƻǳ Ƴŀȅ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘƛǎ 
event was originally scheduled for Oct. 4, 2009 but was 
cancelled when our club founder and driving force be-
hind the celebration was injured in an accident, a blow-
by-blow account of which is found on page six. This 
event will replace the holiday party. 

C ongratulations to Mary K. and Charles       

Federle on their 70th wedding anniversary! 

C ongratulations to Louise & Victor Iseli on their 
50th wedding anniversary! 

G et well wishes to:  Bill Blaine, Jeanne 

Comer, and Doris Ponitz. 

T HE INBOUND EXCHANGE  from Solothurn, 

Switzerland and Minnesota/Twin Cities begins 
Saturday, Sept. 26. The daily schedule can be found 
on pages four and five. Many of the events are open 
to all members but you should contact Gary 
Mitchner 937-299-1663 gary.mitchner@gmail.com if 
you are interested.  Some deadlines apply as indi-
cated in the schedule. 

M ISSION 
To promote global understanding across the barriers that 

separate people 

VALU ES 
Mutual Respect Å Cultural Diversity Å Cultural Exploration Å 

Service 

V IS ION  
Each individual will make a contribution to global goodwill. 

The Friendship Force worldwide network of clubs and indi 

viduals will overcome differences among people and na-

tions. By connecting the world, one friend at a time, we will 

create a world of friends that becomes a world of peace. 

 

      tǁƘǳǘǳƪŀǿŀ trees of New Zealand 

Sydney, Australia 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/P%C5%8Dhutukawa

