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NEWSLETTER 

FRIENDSHIP FORCE OF DAYTON, OHIO 

Orville Wright in flight over  
Huffman Prairie, approxi-
mately 1,760 feet in 40 1/5 
seconds, Nov. 16, 1904. (Lib. 
Cong.) 

       April 2010 

Dear Friends, 

 

άbƛ ƘŀƻΗέ  tǊƻƴƻǳƴŎŜŘ άƴŜŜ Iŀ-h²έΣ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŜŀƴǎ άƘŜƭƭƻέ ƛƴ /ƘƛƴŜǎŜΦ  {ŜǾŜǊŀƭ CǊƛŜƴŘπ
ship Force members from our Dayton club, my family, and I just returned from an awesome 
trip to China sponsored by the Dayton Area Chamber of Commerce.  Although we stayed in 
ƴƛŎŜ ƘƻǘŜƭǎΣ ǘƻ ǉǳƻǘŜ [ƻǳƛǎŜ LǎŜƭƛΣ άǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ǘƘƛƴƎ ƳƛǎǎƛƴƎ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƘƻƳŜ ƘƻǎǘƛƴƎΦέ  ²Ŝ ƘŀŘ ǘƘŜ 
ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ Ǉǳǘ ƻǳǊ ŦŜŜǘ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŘƛƴƴŜǊ ǘŀōƭŜ ƛƴ ŀ /ƘƛƴŜǎŜ ƘƻƳŜΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǉǳƛǘŜ ǘƘŜ 
same.  Our Chinese hostess prepared the food in her kitchen and served us in her home, but 
the opportunity did not present itself to break bread with her directly.  (Maybe the equiva-
lent would be to scoop rice with herτōǳǘ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴ ŜƛǘƘŜǊΦύ  bƻƴŜǘƘŜƭŜǎǎΣ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ 
humbling to be welcomed into her modest home and partake of the home-cooked cuisine.    

My husband Ron and I think the Chinese people we encountered as we walked 
through parks, climbed the Great Wall, and strolled through Tieneman Square (among many 
other sites) were probably some of the friendliest people we have ever met in any of the 40 
plus counties where we have had the opportunity to travel.  Clearly the Chinese government 
has many policies with which many Americans disagree, but it was again an opportunity to 
see that people the world over are the same in so many ways, despite the political issues 
that create barriers between governments.  The people of China clearly are ready and willing 
to break down some of those barriers.  I spoke with George Brown before going, and he in-
formed me that FFI has been working with a contact in China about future Friendship Force 
ŜȄŎƘŀƴƎŜ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΦ  ²ƘŜƴ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴǎΣ ǘǊǳǎǘ ƳŜΣ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ƴƻǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ 
miss the opportunity to go and meet these delightful people! 

Back to the present, although this was not a Friendship Force exchange, the trip pre-
sented the opportunity to get to know some of our participating club members a little better.  
¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ŀōƻǳǘ CǊƛŜƴŘǎƘƛǇ CƻǊŎŜΦ  bƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ƎŜǘ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘ ŀƴŘ ƎŜǘ 
to know people from other cultures, but you also get to know people from your community 
that you may not otherwise have an opportunity to meet or become better acquainted with.  
CƻǊ ƛƴǎǘŀƴŎŜΣ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ aŀǊƛƭȅƴ aƛǘŎƘƴŜǊ ǿŀǎ ŀ ŎŀƳŜǊŀ ōǳŦŦΣ ŀƴŘ L ǿŀǎ ŀƳŀȊŜŘ ŀǘ Ƙƻǿ 
aŀǊȅ [ƻǳ aŜŜǊǎΩ ƘŀƛǊ ǊŜƳŀƛƴŜŘ ǎǘǊŀƛƎƘǘ ǊŜƎŀǊŘƭŜǎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƘǳƳƛŘƛǘȅ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŀŘŜ ƳƛƴŜ ŎǳǊƭ ǳƴπ
ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭƭŀōƭȅΗ  ²Ŝ ŀƭǎƻ Ǝƻǘ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘ .ƛƭƭ /ƭŀǊƪΩǎ ƎǊŀƴŘǎƻƴΣ ¢ƻƳΣ ǿƘƻ ŜȄŜƳǇƭƛŦƛŜǎ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŜŀǘ 
members of the next generation who possess a wonderful sense of adventure and openness 
to learn, explore, and understand other cultures. 

L ŎƻǳƭŘ Ǝƻ ƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƻƴ ŀōƻǳǘ /ƘƛƴŀΣ ŀƴŘ LΩƭƭ ǊŀƳōƭŜ ǎƻƳŜ ƳƻǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǎƘŀǊŜ ǎƻƳŜ ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎ 
of our adventure when we talk face-to-face . . . but for now, enjoy catching up on some of 
ƻǳǊ Ŏƭǳō ƴŜǿǎ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ŦŜǿ ǇŀƎŜǎΦ  !ƴŘΣ ƻƘΣ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅΣ LΩƳ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǎǳŦŦŜǊƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ƧŜǘ 
lag, so you can blame this late newsletter on me and not our patient publisher!   

 

       òZai jainó (goodbye!) 

       Vicki Thompson 

       President 
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E XCHANGE NEWS: 

T HE AUSTRALIAN/NEW ZEA-
LAND OUTGOING exchange's dates 

are Sept 10τ
Sept 29, 2010, 
with hosts in 
Canberra and 
the Gold Coast, 
stays in Sydney 
and an addi-
tional land tour 
of the southern 

island of New Zealand. The approximate cost for 
transportation, fees, hotel in Sydney, insurance and 
land tour  is $4,368. 

Here is the AMBASSADOR LIST FOR THE EXCHANGE 
DELAET, RON AND SUZY 

DENTON, SYLVIA (Alabama) 

DEVOE, JERRI AND GLENN 

MITCHNER, MARILYN AND GARY (ED.) 

PAOLINI, MARILYN (Nebraska) 

SLAGLE, JANET AND JOHN 

THOMPSON, LARRY 

O ne seat left!  Check with the ED, Gary 

Mitchner 937-299-1663 or  
gary.mitchner@gmail.com, ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘΗ  

 

I NBOUND FROM JAKARTA and 
ALL INDONESIA  

[ŜǘΩǎ ǘŜƭƭ 5ŀȅǘƻƴ ŀōƻǳǘ LƴŘƻƴŜǎƛŀ . . . Ambassa-

dors will be arriving from Jakarta and other regions 
of Indonesia in July!  Steve Birt is serving as E.D., and 
ƘŜΩƭƭ ƴŜŜŘ ȅƻǳǊ ƘŜƭǇ ƛƴ ǎƘŀǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ 
arrival!  The itinerary is beginning to come together, 
ōǳǘ ǿŜΩǊŜ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ǘƻ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜ ǘƘŜ 
greater community so as many as possible can share 
in the experience.  Call Steve or any of the Board 
members to share your ideas on how to use this in-
bound exchange to showcase Friendship Force to the 
community. 

Steve can be reached at  937-547-6198  or 

hetuck47@gmail.com.  

M ISS ION 
To promote global understanding across the barriers that 

separate people 

VALU ES 
aǳǘǳŀƭ wŜǎǇŜŎǘ ω /ǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ 5ƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ω /ǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ 9ȄǇƭƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ  {ŜǊπ

vice 

VIS ION 
Each individual will make a contribution to global goodwill. 
The Friendship Force worldwide network of clubs and indi 
viduals will overcome differences among people and nations. 
By connecting the world, one friend at a time, we will create a 
world of friends that becomes a world of peace. 

Mount Semeru and Mount Bromo in East Java. Indonesia's seis-
mic and volcanic activity is among the world's highest.  

S TUDENT AMBASSADOR 
SPREADS WINGS! ς Thank you to the 

members of the Friendship Force and other mem-
bers of the greater Dayton community for your gen-
erous giving.  As a result, Sarina Tacovich is less than 
$300 away from her goal of raising over $5600 to 
pay for travel and tuition as part of the People To 
People Youth Ambassador Program.  Your generos-
ity kick-started the whole effort of giving lift to 
ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƛƴƎǎ ŀƴŘ {ŀǊƛƴŀΩǎ ŘǊŜŀƳ ƻŦ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ 
this worthwhile program.  Many thanks to all who 
have contributed to date. 
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H APPY TRAILS TO SUE CRAMER (ED) AND THE FOLKS TRAVELING ON 
THE  DOMESTIC EXCHANGE TO MICHIGAN MAY 2τ8.   

{ƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀŎŜǎ ǘƘŜȅΩƭƭ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ŀǊŜΥ  aŜƛƧŜǊ DŀǊŘŜƴ ŀƴŘ {ŎǳƭǇǘǳǊŜ tŀǊƪ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ /Ƙƛƭǳƭȅ 
Glass exhibit; The International Music Festival with jazz and classical premier piano 
performances; President Ford Museum;  Flight Museum; and Michigan Historical Mu-
seum.   The highlight will be a visit to the Holland MI Tulip Festival.    

S HARE A HOLIDAYς hƴŜ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŎƭǳōΩǎ Ǝƻŀƭǎ ƛǎ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ CǊƛŜƴŘǎƘƛǇ CƻǊŎŜ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŦƻǊŜƛƎƴ 
students in the local area.  Several members invited students to share Thanksgiving in their home, and 

ǿŜΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƻ ŜȄǇŀƴŘ ǳǇƻƴ ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎΦ  ²Ƙȅ ƴƻǘ ǎƘŀǊŜ ȅƻǳǊ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ aŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ 5ŀȅ ƻǊ 
LƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴŎŜ 5ŀȅ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ȅƻǳƴƎ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ƻǳǊ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ ŦǊŜŜŘƻƳǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎŀŎǊƛπ
ŦƛŎŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŜƴŀōƭŜǎ ǘƘƻǎŜ ŦǊŜŜŘƻƳǎΚ  /ƻƴǘŀŎǘ [ƻǳƛǎŜ ±ŀƴ ±ƭƛŜǘ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ƘƻǎǘƛƴƎ ŀ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ƻǊ 
two (or three!). vanvlil@muohio.edu or 937-298-2086 

M any thanks to Vicki Graf, Lucette Fogel, and Cindi Remm for managing the logistics and planning 

for the Annual Meeting held on April 10 at the Presidential Banquet Center.  The food and decora-
tions were terrific!  Also, thanks to Joe Scullion for setting up and operating the video equipment.  Jeanne 
Comer presented a video of the 30th Anniversary Gala prepared by her grandson.  It brought back lots of 
fond memories of the milestone celebration! 

P ack the Picnic Basket!  The annual Greenville picnic will be on Sunday, June 13th.  The planning is 

being led by Jan Slagle and Betty Birt.  Mark your calendars now, and watch for details in next 
ƳƻƴǘƘΩǎ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ǿŜΩƭƭ ōŜ ƎŀǘƘŜǊƛƴƎΣ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƻ ōǊƛƴƎΣ ŜǘŎΦΗ 

B REAKING NEWS . . . . FFI has awarded a Collaborative exchange to the Solothurn, Switzerland, and 

Dayton, Ohio, clubs for 2011!  The two clubs will travel together to meet new friends in the Moscow, 
Russia, and Tallinn, Estonia, clubs.  The date for the outbound has officially been set as May, 2011, al-
though there is a possibility it may slip into the summer timeframe (if the host clubs can accommodate the 
request by the Solothurn club).  Watch future newsletters for additional information. 

L OOKING AHEAD . . .   

 

A  FALL PICNIC ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƘŜƭŘ ƻƴ {ǳƴŘŀȅ hŎǘƻōŜǊ о ŀǘ ǘƘŜ tŀǿ tŀǿ {ƘŜƭǘŜǊ ƛƴ YŜǘǘŜǊƛƴƎΦ  LǘΩǎ ŀ ƭƻǾŜƭȅ 
new park facility and promises to be a terrific location for a fall get-together.  Contact Bob Remm to 

let him know he can count on you to help! 

T HE CURRENT BOARD OF DIRECTORS will be convening a nominating committee this fall to be-

gin slating the new Board of Directors for next year.  Interested in gaining more insight and becoming 
ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ƛƴ ƎǳƛŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŎƭǳōΚ  CǊŜǎƘ ƛŘŜŀǎ ŀƴŘ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ ŀǊŜ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜΗ  5ƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ǎƘȅ -- 
/ƻƴǘŀŎǘ ±ƛŎƪƛ ¢ƘƻƳǇǎƻƴ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ȅƻǳǊ ƴŀƳŜ ǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƴƻƳƛƴŀǘƛƴƎ ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ ŀǎ ŀ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ōƻŀǊŘ 
candidate.  

C HRISTMAS ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƘŜǊŜ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ƛǘΗ  ²ŜΩǾŜ ƻƴŎŜ ŀƎŀƛƴ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ IƻǇŜ IƻǘŜƭ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ 
event on Sunday, December 12.  Are you interested in helping arrange the menu, favors, and enter-

tainment?  Call Vicki Thompson to volunteer. 

L ooking Way Over the Horizon . . . the FFI Annual Conference for 2011 will be held in Hamburg, 

 Germany! 
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A N INVITATION TO ALL INTERESTED 

IN THE ARTS AND THE GREAT OUT-

DOORS! 

 Each year, late September heralds the onset of Can-

ada's spectacular Fall colours and the start of a new 

Season of the country's best offerings in music, thea-

tre, and the arts in our historic towns and great cities. 

Friendship Force of Hamilton & Burlington in southern 

Ontario (next door to Toronto and Niagara) invites you 

to join us in celebrating the 2010 Fall Season in both of 

these realms with a full week of plays, concerts, galler-

ƛŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŀ ά/ƻǘǘŀƎŜ hǳǘƛƴƎέ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ƭŀƪŜǎƛŘŜ ŀƴŘ ǿƻƻŘƭŀƴŘ ǇǊƛǾŀǘŜ ǊŜǘǊŜŀǘǎΦ  

From September 23-30 we will visit the Stratford Shakespeare Festival; Niagara's wineries, the Shaw Fes-

ǘƛǾŀƭΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƳƻǳǎ άCŀƭƭǎέ ōȅ ƴƛƎƘǘΤ ¢ƻǊƻƴǘƻϥǎ ōŜǎǘ ŎƻƴŎŜǊǘ Ƙŀƭƭǎ ŀƴŘ ƎŀƭƭŜǊƛŜǎΤ IŀƳƛƭǘƻƴϥǎ ¢ƘŜŀǘǊŜ 

Aquarius; and to draw breath between times, spend two nights in smaller groups at our members' cot-

tages in the country. 

 Those who choose to join the party will have the opportunity to meet Friendship Force members from 

far and wide, to enjoy all of this and a week of our most hospitable in-town and cottage-country home-

hosting, for just $475 USD! 

Additional detail can be found on the FFI website:  www.thefriendshipforce.org/catalog/

catalog_northamerica.aspx#10689 

 As President of our local club, let me say that it would be our pleasure to welcome you in Hamilton & 

Burlington this September, and to make sure your stay with us is an unforgettable experience! 

 In Friendship, 

  Larry Kurtz 

 Telephone: (905) 529-6289 

 E-mail: kurtz_larry@hotmail.com 
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       GETTING TO KNOW 
MARY AND JOE SCULLION 

  

 

 

 

    

 

It was a crisp, clear October day. A group of teenage boys on a play-
ground in the blue-collar neighborhood of North Philadelphia are 
throwing a football around. The football gets loose and rolls over 
ƴŜŀǊ ŀ ƎŀƎƎƭŜ ƻŦ ƎƛǊƭǎ ǿŀǘŎƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ōƻȅǎ όΨǘǿŀǎ ŜǾŜǊ ǘƘǳǎΗύΦ hƴŜ ƎƛǊƭ 
ōƻƭŘƭȅ ǎǘŜǇǎ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘΤ ǎƘŜΩǎ ǿŜŀǊƛƴƎ ŀ ƭƻƴƎ ǿƛƴǘŜǊ Ŏƻŀǘ ŀƴŘ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ŎŜǊπ
tain glint in her eye. She kicks the football back to the boys with a 
smile on her face, and Joe Scullion falls head-over-heels in love with 
Mary Kent. They would marry five years later, and raise two sons and a daughter. Fifty-two years later 
they are still very much in love. 

 

Mary and Joe would live in Philadelphia for several years, then in Willingboro, N. J., and then in Bethle-
ƘŜƳΣ tŀΦ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ƳƻǾƛƴƎ ǘƻ 5ŀȅǘƻƴΣ hƘƛƻΣ ŦƻǊ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴǎ ǿƛǘƘ b/wΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ǊŜǘƛǊŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ά¢ƘŜ /ŀǎƘέ ƛƴ мффт-
98. 

 

They would be introduced to the Friendship Force in 1997 by Gene and Mary Jane Gross and Bill and 
Mary Ellen Hagan, and were pleased to find such a warm and welcoming group of people. The Scullions 
went on their first exchange to Austria and stayed with a teacher of English in the Sant Poulten schools.  
They participated in the follow-on tour of Austria (and a little bit of Germany), and then they joined their 
friends the Roses on a further tour of Italy, with a wonderful stop-over in Bellagio. 

 

They have also been on exchanges to Ottawa, Minnesota, Louisville and Memphis, and have led the out-
bound exchange to Calgary, and two inbound exchanges for the Library of Congress Open World Program 
to expose young Russian leaders and journalists to the workings of our democracy. 

 

They have hosted Friendship Force ambassadors from Japan, Peru, Austria, Ottawa, Minnesota, Michigan 
and Louisiana.  As they share their home and lifestyle with people from other nations, an understanding 
grows on both sides that we are all part of one world and we all share the same needs for peace and se-
curity. 

 

Mary was on the Dayton Friendship Force board for eight years. Joe created the Dayton Friendship Force 
web site (www.Daytonff.com) and maintains the site as webmaster. Although they travel less now, they 
ǊŜƳŀƛƴ ŀŎǘƛǾŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ŏƭǳō ŀƴŘ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘǊŀǾŜƭ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƴȅ 
other activities of the Dayton Friendship Force club. 

http://www.daytonff.com/

