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Dear Friends, 

 Lƴ ƭŀǎǘ ƳƻƴǘƘΩǎ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊΣ L ǿǊƻǘŜ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ōƛǘ ŀōƻǳǘ 
άexploreέτthe first of three key actions words in the Friendship Force tagline.  We can 
all be better hosts when we learn more about our local community, the greater Dayton 
region, and the diverse subcultures within our own area.  Coming soon is a prime oppor-
tunity to do just that.  Mark your calendar and bring along several friends for a casual, 
relaxing evening in celebration of World Friendship Day, March 2, 6:00-8:15, Hither-
green CenterΦ  ¸ƻǳΩƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ ǾƛŜǿ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅǎ ŀƴŘ ǘŀƭƪ ǘƻ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀōƻǳǘ Ǉŀǎǘ ŜȄπ
ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ ǘƻ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ Ŏƭǳōǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎΦ  tƭǳǎΣ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ 
offerings of music and dance.  Bring several friends for a brief but fun evening, and intro-
duce them to the fun of Friendship Force!   

 Also . . . how about joining a domestic exchange to the Western Michigan and 
Lansing clubs scheduled for May 2-8?  We have just approved and coordinated the dates 
for an exchange of which the highlight will be the Holland, MI, Tulip Festival.  Enjoy ex-
ploring Michigan and learning about the heritage of that region.  Sue Cramer has been 
named by the Board as the E.D.  You may reach her at suencramer@aol.com or at 937-
533-7643.  Hurry, as the clubs are only able to host 12 ambassadors during these dates! 

 bƻǿ ƭŜǘΩǎ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ŀŎǘƛƻƴ ǿƻǊŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ CCL ǘŀƎƭƛƴŜ ς άunderstandΦέ  
²ƘƛƭŜ ǎƻƳŜ Ƴŀȅ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ άǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘέ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ǇŀǎǎƛǾŜ ǿƻǊŘΣ ƛǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ǇŀǎǎƛǾŜ ŀǘ 
ŀƭƭΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ƴǳŀƴŎŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ άǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘΦέ  ²ƘƛƭŜ ȅƻǳ Ƴŀȅ ƛƴ ŀ Ǉŀǎπ
sive manner understand or grasp the meaning of a language, in order to achieve under-
standing of a culture you must take initiative and responsibility to actively listenτthat is, 
listen and ask questions with the intent of grasping the reasonableness of behaviorτ
usually a far more complex aspect than the spoken word.  When visiting a foreign coun-
try, it is common to experience culture shock when we do not understand the attitudes 
and actions (or inaction) of those whose turf we are visiting.  This can lead to confusion 
and frustration, because we think and behave based on a different worldview and/or set 
of values.  Sometimes we can be completely blind-sighted by these differences.  It may 
be hard not to be offendedτor conversely, to offend, quite unintentionally.  While these 
hazards exist if we explore only, by taking the time to sit down with each other and share 
a meal and delicately delve into the reasons or the meaning behind certain cultural 
norms, we can come away with a new level of mutual respect, trust, and admiration for a 
way of life that may be quite literally foreign to us.  When that happens, we experience 
understanding and mutual friendship on a whole new level, because we still find the un-
derlying ways in which we are all still the same as citizens of this earth.  Seeking to un-
derstand is an important element of building a relationship on any level, and never has it 
ōŜŜƴ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƘŀƴ ƛƴ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ǿƻǊƭŘ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǎƘƻǊǘΣ ŎƭƛǇǇŜŘ ǇƘƻƴŜ ǘŜȄǘǎ ŀƴŘ Ŝ-mails 
can be so easily misunderstood and where the media is often misleading.  Take the time 
to exploreτand truly understand.  It will lead to a world of friends . . . and a world of 
peace . . . and it will open your eyes to see the world in a whole new way! 

      Vicki Thompson 

      President 

NEWSLETTER 

FRIENDSHIP FORCE OF DAYTON, OHIO 

Orville Wright in flight over  
Huffman Prairie, approxi-
mately 1,760 feet in 40 1/5 
seconds, Nov. 16, 1904. (Lib. 
Cong.) 

mailto:suencramer@aol.com
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E XCHANGE NEWS: 

T HE AUSTRA-
LIAN/NEW 

ZEALAND OUT-
GOING exchange's 

dates are Sept 10τ
Sept 29, 2010, with hosts in Canberra and the Gold 
Coast, stays in Sydney, and an additional land tour of 

the southern island of New Zealand. The approxi-
mate cost for transportation, fees, hotel in Sydney, 
insurance and landtour  is $4,368. 

H ighlights of the Exchange :   

SYDNEY (SEPTEMBER 11 ï 14, 2010) 
FREE TIME, TOUR OF SYDNEY OPERA HOUSE?, FERRY 

TO MANLY ACROSS SYDNEY HARBOUR? 

GOLD COAST HOME STAY OPTIONS  

(SEPTEMBER 15-19, 2010) 
POT LUCK WELCOME DINNER, PLANT A TREE IN FRIENDSHIP 

GROVE, RAIN FOREST AND MT. TAMBORINE 

BREAKFAST AT THE BEACH/LIFE SAVING CLUB, THE CUR-

RUMBIN SANCTUARY 

 COOLANGATTA/TWEED HEADS, OUTBACK SPECTACULAR 

FAREWELL DINNER/COMMUNITY TRAINING COLLEGE (TAFE 

AT ASHMORE) 

CANBERRA HOME STAY OPTIONS (SEPTEMBER 

20-24, 2010) 
WELCOME PARTY, PARLIAMENT HOUSE, AUSTRALIAN PLANTS 

IN BOTANTICAL GARDEN 

NATIONAL WAR MEMORIAL, FLORIDAE (LAKESIDE FLOWER 

DISPLAY) 

DUNTROON SOUNDING: THE RETREAT (AUSTRALIAN MILI-

TARY COLLEGE DISPLAY) 

DEEP SPACE COMMUNICATION COMPLEX IN TIDBINBILLA 

NATIONAL ART GALLERY, UNIQUE GLASS WORKS, LAKE 

CRUISE 

FAREWELL BARBEQUE IN THE COUNTRY 

NEW ZEALAND/SOUTH ISLAND/LAND TOUR 

(SEPTEMBER 25-OCTOBER 2, 2010) 

CHRISTCHURCH, WEST COAST GLACIERS, PUNAKAIKI 

(PANCAKE ROCKS) 

HAAST PASS TO WANAKA, MILFORD SOUND CRUISE TO 

QUEENSTOWN 

DOUBTFUL SOUND, DINNER CRUISE TO WALTER PEAK SHEEP 

STATION 

DAY TO EXPLORE/JET BOAT/BUNGY JUMP/SHOP 

RETURN TO SYDNEY AND US (OCTOBER 2, 2010) 

 

Currently about 30 people have  expressed 
interest in the exchange.  Note: The deadline 
for initial deposits is March 19. If interested 
or wish more information call or e-mail Gary 
Mitchner 937-299-1663 or  
gary.mitchner@gmail.com  

I NBOUND FROM JAKARTA and ALL INDO-
NESIA is scheduled for July of 2010. Steve Birt is 

the exchange director.   Steve says: 

ñWe've been in contact with Asti Mochtar, the ED for 
the Indonesia exchange, and she's very excited about 
the upcoming trip to the  Quad Cities and Dayton. 
She's expressed that since several of their ambassa-
dors are in the medical profession, that they're inter-
ested in visiting our hospitals. We've already been in 
contact with Wayne Hospital in Greenville, and 
they've agreed to give our group a tour of their re-
cently updated facility. We feel it would be interest-
ing for them to see the difference between a rural 
hospital (Wayne Hospital) and a metro hospital. So, 
we hope someone from our group has a connection 
with Miami Valley Hospital, so we can arrange a tour 
there. She said they've started marketing, and they 
hope to recruit between 15 and 21 Ambassadors. It's 
not too early to line up host families, so it will be ap-
preciated if those interested will let me know. If 
you're willing to serve as a host, you can contact me 
at my email address: hetuck47@gmail.comΦέ 

M ISS ION  
To promote global understanding across the barriers that 

separate people 

VALUE S  
Mutual Respect Å Cultural Diversity Å Cultural Exploration  

Service 

V IS ION  
Each individual will make a contribution to global goodwill. 

The Friendship Force worldwide network of clubs and indi 

viduals will overcome differences among people and nations. 

By connecting the world, one friend at a time, we will create a 

world of friends that becomes a world of peace. 

mailto:hetuck47@gmail.com
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L AST YEAR WE HAD HOPED TO HAVE A YOUTH EXCHANGE WITH PAU, FRANCE τ 

because of the economy we were unable to do this. One of the girls in Pau was really looking 
forward to hosting.  She  would like to come to Dayton this summer and stay in the home of  an-
other 17 year old girl and then host her in Pau. She could arrive about mid July - length of suggested 
stay 15 days or  two weeks.  Contact Betty Darst - or Julie Vann if you know someone  who would 
like to be part of this experience.  Thanks  Betty 

A NNUAL MEETING, SATURDAY MORNING, APRIL 10, 2010, Presidential Banquet Cen-

ter, Kettering. Mark your calendars now, and watch for details regarding starting time, cost, 
and reservation information in the March newsletter. 

A  DOMESTIC EXCHANGE TO MICHIGAN IS 
SCHEDULED FOR MAY 2τ8.  We have been in-

vited by the Western Michigan and Lansing clubs to visit 
them in May.  The highlight will be a visit to the Holland MI 
Tulip Festival.  The Exchange Director (E.D.) is Sue Cramer. 
(937) 533-7643 and suencramer@aol.com. Get in touch 
with Sue for more information. 

O NLY 12 AMBASSADORS CAN BE ACCOMMODATED, so 
ǘƘŜ ŎƭǳōΩǎ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ŦƻǊ ƻǾŜǊǎǳōǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ŜȄŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ Ƴŀȅ 
apply!  The oversubscription application is on page 

five of this newsletter. 

 

 

 

E XCHANGE COORDINATING COMMITTEE TRANSITIONSτ A few years ago, the Board of 

the Friendship Force of Dayton established an Exchange Coordinating Committee to recruit ex-
ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƻǊǎ ŦƻǊ .ƻŀǊŘ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŀƭΦ  hƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜΩǎ ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŜŘ ōȅ 
ǘƘŜ .ƻŀǊŘΣ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΩ ǊƻƭŜǎ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ ŀǎ ŀŘǾƛǎƻǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƳŜƴǘƻǊǎ ǘƻ 9Φ5ΦǎΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŎƻƳπ
mittee members included Bill Hagan (chair), Bill Blaine, and Gene Grossτall who brought a tremen-
dous wealth of experience to the committee.  They served in this capacity with great dedication, and 
the club has been very fortunate due to their recruitment efforts.  We now have several new E.D.s 
gaining experiencing to carry on the mission of Friendship Force. 

Like all great committees, there comes a time when the members have done more than their fair 
share and it becomes time for the mantle to be passed on to others.  The Board is proud to an-
nounce the new members of the Exchange Coordinating Committee, effective immediately:  Bob 
Remm (chair and Board representative), Betty Darst, and Joe Scullion.  We extend our thanks to Bill, 
Bill, and Gene . . . and we say welcome and thanks for volunteering to Bob, Betty, and Joe!  So, if you 
have an interest in leading or assisting with a future exchange, please make their jobs a little easier 
and remove some of the guess work that they might other wise have to do by contacting our new 
committee members and letting them know of your interests!   
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D UES: You should have received your membership renewal notice/dues statement by 
now. Please return promptly and also indicate on the form how you wish to participate in club 

ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎΦ /ƻƴǘŀŎǘ CǊŀƴƪ {ŜƴǎŜƭ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƴƻǘƛŎŜΦ 

U sing the Internet option for receiving the Newsletter is highly encouraged. This will 

reduce club expenses and the amount of paper that would be used. There are considerable advan-
tages to receiving the newsletter either through the Adobe PDF link Bill Meers sends you or from the Day-
ton Friendship Force web site. You will be able to access the newsletter 3 to 6 days sooner than through 
the mails, the pictures look much better on your screen, you can enlarge the print, archive the issues on 
your computer and, if desired, print out all or part of the issue at your desk. 

If you are currently receiving the newsletter by mail and wish to receive it  electronically only, please 
email Tom Graham at thomas.graham@notes.udayton.edu  

W EBSITE: We encourage you to make a habit of visiting our website regularly. Joe 

Scullion has done a great job  organizing  club materials, providing timely information, giving use-
ful links, documenting our activities with many photographs and putting the newsletter online. Bookmark 
the link  for easy access:  http://www.friendshipforcedayton.com.  

I f you would be willing to host an international student for a meal or a day, please contact 

Louise Van Vliet at  vanvlil@muohio.edu or leave a message on her answering machine - (937)  298-
2086. 

Saturday, October 16, 2010 9:00 AM - 
Monday, October 18, 2010 12:00 PM (Eastern Time)  

Renaissance Washington DC Hotel 
202-898-9000 
999 Ninth Street NW 
Washington, DC 20001 
CONFERENCE FEE US$280  

Optional 4-day post conference  home-stay 
US$100. Go to web site for details. 

CONTACT INFORMATION 

Phone: 404-965-4350,  

Email: conf@thefriendshipforce.org 

REGISTER TODAY AT: 

http://www.regonline.com/builder/site/ 

Default.aspx?eventid=792335 

http://www.regonline.com/builder/site/Default.aspx?eventid=792335
http://www.regonline.com/builder/site/Default.aspx?eventid=792335
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FRIENDSHIP FORCE OF DAYTON, OHIO (USA) 

 

OVER INTEREST APPLICATION 

 

Your Name (please print):__________________________________________________________ 

Date submitted:  ____________________________   (ED note:  Date received:______________) 

Exchange: Dayton OH to MI 

Dates:  May 2-8,  2010 

Number of Ambassador spaces allocated by host club:  12 

Priority drawing date will be ______March 20, 2010________________________ 

Applications received by 6:00 PM (March 19, 2010) will be eligible for this drawing. 

Please submit this application with a $100 deposit per person to:                   Vicki Thompson 

         2569 Indian Wells Trail 

         Xenia, OH  45385 

 

This exchange is expected to be over-subscribed, so a selection process has been established to fairly select from the applicants 

that fulfill the application requirements by the stated deadline.  The names will be drawn and a sequence of priority will be estab-

lished on (insert drawing date).  Please provide the following information so that your desires are known at the time of the drawing: 

 

Couples/Family Only Section:  If you are traveling as a couple, a family or with a partner, and do not wish to split up, fill in this sec-

tion.  When names are entered into the drawing you, your family and/or your partnerõs names will be entered/drawn as one, and 

be assigned an appropriate number of slots. 

 

 ___ Yes, enter/draw my name with my spouse/family/partner.  My traveling companion(s) is/are:   

 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

If all slots are filled before your name is drawn, do you wish to leave your name(s) in for the drawing of the 6 standby slots? 

 ____ No  

____Yes (Specify last date you would like to be considered for standby_________________) 

 

Singles Only Section:  If you are traveling as a single, and are willing to travel without a roommate, then your name will be entered/

drawn as such and you will be awarded one slot. 

 

 ___ Yes, enter/draw my name as a single.   

(Note:  If two singles are drawn, they may chose to be roommates.  Otherwise, a òsingle supplementó could apply.) 

 

If all slots are filled before your name is drawn, do you wish to leave your name(s) in for the drawing of the 6 standby slots? 

 ____ No  

____Yes (Specify last date you would like to be considered for standby_________________) 

 

Signatures of applicant(s): __________________________________________ 

 

    __________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________ 

  



       World Friendship Day  

         To be celebrated March 2, 2010  

                6:00 ð 8:15 p.m.  

      Hithergreen Community Center  

                5900 Hithergreen Dr., Centerville  

 

 Friendship Force Dayton will be celebrating World Friendship Day 

 with the Dayton community at Hithergreen Center March 2, 2010.  

 The community is invited to attend and learn about Friendship Force.  

Friendship Force Members are requested to share their FF outbound and 

inbound experiences with the local community.  Tables will be provided 

for members to share their experiences through a display of pictures and 

memorabilia. The Hithergreen Strummers will play for us. Folk dances 

from the countries will be taught and visitors may participate in an  inter-

national trivia contest about countries  which Dayton Friendship Force 

members have visited.  

 

Y 
ou can help  by  

1) making a dozen cookies or punch. The recipe for Peace Cookies is found on 

page four  of last monthõs newsletter 

2) displaying information about countries you have visited.  Please identify the 

countries about which you will be sharing information.  At the present time, peo-

ple have identified the following countries for which they will share information: 

Burundi, Germany, Switzerland, Cuba, Italy and Norway.  Displays need to be set 

up BEFORE 6:00 P.M..  

3) donating items (preferably international items) for winners of the trivia con-

tests, (both children and adult).  

4) playing an ethnic musical instrument from a host country.  

 

Please contact Louise Van Vliet vanvlil@muohio.edu   (or leave a message 

937 -298 -2086) if you can participate. Identify the countries about which  

you will be sharing information and the amount of table space you will 

need. Also, please let Louise know if you wish to bring cookies or punch.  
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       GETTING TO KNOW 
MARY ELLEN AND TOM GRAHAM 

  

 

 

 

   It all began on November 25, 1995. That was the day Tom 
( Thomas P. Graham, U of Dayton physics prof and father of four) and Mary Ellen (Mary 
Ellen Grunder, junior high English teacher and mother of three) were married.  It was a 
day of much celebration, witnessed by many relatives and friends and ushered in a new 
beginning for both of us, one that doubled the size of our family and led to many adventures and travels to faraway placesτ
and to becoming very active members of Friendship Force. 

 One of the couples celebrating with us that day was Bill and Mary Ellen Hagan.  About two years later, Bill used his 
considerable skills of persuasion to convince us we should join the Friendship Force and come along on an exchange to Riga, 
[ŀǘǾƛŀΣ ŀƴŘ {ǘΦ tŜǘŜǊǎōǳǊƎΣ wǳǎǎƛŀΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ǎŜŜƳŜŘ ŀ ƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ Ŧƛǘ ǎƛƴŎŜ ¢ƻƳΩǎ ȅƻǳƴƎŜǎǘ ǎƻƴ ¢ŜǊǊȅ ƘŀŘ ƭƛǾŜŘ ƛƴ wǳǎǎƛŀ ŀƴŘ ƘŀŘ ŀ ǎeri-
ous Russian girlfriend who would become our daughter-in-law.  When our plane landed in Riga, we were greeted by our host-
ess Olga and her daughter Elena.  Olga spoke no English, but her daughter was reasonably fluent. Olga and Elena proved to be 
wonderful hostesses, and soon we were out exploring. The old section of Riga was especially beautiful in a European way.  Of 
course, the men in our party took special note of the long-legged, glamorous young women rushing here and there in business 
suits with mini-skirts, talking away on their cell phones.  Our visit was enhanced by the music festival taking place that featured 
10,000 Latvians musicians, singers and dancers from around the world.  One day Olga announced that we would go by train to 
a scenic beach area, and so we boarded the train to reach our destination.  Olga had never gone there by herself but seemed 
confident of the way.  We got off the train when Olga told us to and began what was to be a very long hike through a forested 
ǊŜƎƛƻƴΣ ǾŜǊȅ ōŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭ ŀƴŘ ǇŜǇǇŜǊŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƭƻǾŜƭȅ ŜǎǘŀǘŜǎ ƻƴŎŜ ƻŎŎǳǇƛŜŘ ōȅ {ƻǾƛŜǘ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǊǎΦ  Lǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ƭƻƴƎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǿŜ ǊŜŀƭƛȊŜŘ that 
Olga was hopelessly lost in an area that proved quite desolate.  I remember thinking that, if we got separated, Tom and I knew 
only a few words in either Russian or Latvian. What would happen to us? We walked on for what seemed like hours.  Finally, a 
woman driving a small car came down the road, and Olga stopped her, asking for directions to the nearest train station.  The 
woman graciously offered to pile the three of us in her tiny vehicle and take us there.  Soon we were back on the train, our trip 
to the beach aborted, but grateful that we would at least get back to Riga. 

 From Riga it was on to St. Petersburg and then Moscow.  We saw most of the significant sites in both places.  Our 
hosts in St. Petersburg were two lawyers whose lifestyle and connections were way above the norm, so our visit proved to be 
somewhat luxurious as well as memorable, including box seats at the Marinsky Theater to see an opera, a performance of one 
of the top Russian ballet companies and the visit to the studio of a prominent Russian sculptor.  Our visits to both Riga and St. 
Petersburg left us with affection for our Russian hosts, their graciousness and their generosity. 

 This first exchange was followed by a trip to Cardiff, Wales, and Ireland in 2002; an exchange to Ottawa, Quebec City 
and Montreal in 2005 and a special visit to Berlin, Germany, in 2007 when we spent a week with the German couple whom we 
ƘŀŘ ƘƻǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ 5ŀȅǘƻƴ ƛƴ нллрΦ ²Ŝ ǿŜǊŜ 95Ωǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ǘǊƛǇ ŀƴŘ ŎŀƳŜ ǘƻ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘŜ Ƙƻǿ ƳǳŎƘ ǿƻǊƪ ǘƘŀǘ Ƨƻō Ŝƴǘŀƛƭǎ ōǳǘ ŀƭǎƻ ǘƘŜ 
rewards if offers--bonding people who live oceans apart. Rudy and Gisela delighted in showing us all that Berlin had to offer 
and sharing their daily life with us.  We exchanged stories about our families, our careers, our hopes for the future and our 
common experiences. It was a little difficult to bid farewell to these friends, knowing that we likely would not see them again. 

 Lƴ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ .ŜǊƭƛƴ ƘƻǎǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ΨлрΣ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜŘ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ƘƻƳŜ ƛƴōƻǳƴŘ  ƎǳŜǎǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ wǳǎǎƛŀ ǘǿƛŎŜΣ ŦǊƻƳ /ŀƴπ
ada and from a FF club in western Michigan and held a dinner party for an inbound group from Sweden. The strongest thread 
running through all of our travels with Friendship Force has been that of commonalityτwe are alike in far more ways than we 
are different. If only that reality could permeate all our interactions with peoples around the world! 

 Tom and I are now both retired from our teaching careers and busier than ever.  We are docents at the Dayton Art 

LƴǎǘƛǘǳǘŜΣ ǾŜǊȅ ŀŎǘƛǾŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ {ǘΦ [ŜƻƴŀǊŘ CŀƛǘƘ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΣ ǘǳǘƻǊ ƘƻƳŜƭŜǎǎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀǘ {ǘΦ ±ƛƴŎŜƴǘΩǎ IƻǘŜƭΣ ǘǊŀǾŜƭ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǳǊ 

states in addition to Ohio where our seven children, nine grandchildren  and their families live, and both of us have served on 

the FF board.  Tom is currently the publisher of this newsletter.  Sitting in a rocking chair is not our style.  We hope to continue 

our involvement in Friendship Force as long as our health permits.  Being a part of this wonderful organization has truly 

άŎƘŀƴƎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ǿŜ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΦέ 

  


