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ON THE WEB 

www.friendshipforcedayton.com 

(Dayton FF web site)  

www.thefriendshipforce.com 

(FFI  web site) ALL NEW!! 

NEWSLETTER 

FRIENDSHIP FORCE OF DAYTON, OHIO 

Orville Wright in flight over  
Huffman Prairie, approxi-
mately 1,760 feet in 40 1/5 
seconds, Nov. 16, 1904. (Lib. 
Cong.) 

  

Nothing like it: a summer picnic in Greenville.  Congratulations 
ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ƘŜƭǇŜŘ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŜΣ  ŀǘǘŜƴŘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ŦƻƻŘΦ  LŦ ȅƻǳ ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ 
there you missed fabulous salads like that grape one, perfectly prepared fried 
chicken, delicious desserts like the cherry pie, and. of course, homemade ice 
cream  (and thanks to Jan Slagle and Jerri Devoe for rescuing my bread knife).   
Bill Blaine was an energetic MC, Bill Hagen shared his thoughts, Steve Birt told us 
of our next international in-bound from Indonesia, and I thanked the Slagles, the 
Devoes, the Delaets, and Larry Thompson for joining me on our next interna-
tional out-bound to Australia and New Zealand. You have one more chance to 
experience the Friendship Force hospitality this summer:  the Paw Paw picnic on  
October 3, 2010.  

 

 bƻǿ ƭŜǘΩǎ ǿƛǎƘ ƻǳǊ ǿƻǊƭŘ ǘǊŀǾŜƭŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƎƛŦǘŜŘ ǉǳƛƭǘŜǊΣ /ƘŀǊƭƻǘǘŜ tŀǳƎƘΣ ŀ ǿƻƴŘŜǊπ
ful 88th Happy Birthday! 

 

Sue Cramer and Joanne Lambert were at the picnic, and I must thank them for a 
wonderful domestic outbound to Kalamazoo, Holland, Grand Rapids, and Lans-
ing, Michigan.  We even attended a Lugnuts baseball game, though I left embar-
ǊŀǎǎŜŘ ǎƛƴŎŜ Ƴȅ ǿƛŦŜ aŀǊƛƭȅƴ ƪŜǇǘ ȅŜƭƭƛƴƎ ΣάDƻ bǳǘǎΗέ  {ŜŜ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ƳƛǎǎŜŘΦ 

 

Congratulations are also due to our traveling president Vicki Thompson who will 
leave her position as our president to become the Midwest Regional Coordina-
tor for FF.  We know why she was chosen: her personality, her expertise, her ef-
ficiency, and her winning optimism.  

 

Finally, I want to motivate you to become more involved.  Our activities need 
your support.  You do not have to travel or home host to be involved.  Many of 
our initiatives could use your help.  I know that we are all busy ς you should see 
my calendar ς but what could be more important during this time of social net-
working on Facebook and Twitter than actually seeing people face-to-face to 
promote peace, friendship, and understanding. 

 

Gary 

  

¢IL{ ahb¢IΩ{ D¦9{¢ /h[¦abL{¢ L{ .h!w5 a9a.9w 
GARY MITCHNER 
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E XCHANGE NEWS: 

THE AUSTRALIAN/NEW ZEALAND OUT-
GOING exchange's 

dates are Sept 10τSept 
29, 2010, with hosts in 
Canberra and the Gold 
Coast, a stay in Sydney 
and an additional land 
tour of the southern is-
land of New Zealand.  
The flights are booked, 
the ambassadors and 
hosts have been 
matched up, the hotel 
in Sydney has been ar-
ranged, and we are just 
waiting for the final itineraries,  

reports the ED, Gary Mitchner 937-299-1663   
gary.mitchner@gmail.com.  

J AKARTA and ALL INDONESIA  Inbound Up-
date 

The Indonesia Inbound appears to have picked up 
steam, and fourteen Ambassadors are currently slated 
to visit Iowa and Dayton this coming October. Accord-
ing to Asti Mochtar, the Indonesia ED, six of their Am-
bassadors are awaiting their VISA interviews, so the 
number could change.  

Asti tells us  their group will arrive in Iowa on October 
2, and, after a week visiting there, they will arrive in 
Dayton on October 8. One from their group will only 
be participating in the Dayton leg of the tour and will 
arrive in Dayton on October 8. After their Dayton visit, 
this group will head for Washington, D.C. for the inter-
national conference.  

The majority the Indonesian visitors are doctors and 
teachers, so we're planning to schedule visits to a 
couple of medical facilities and schools during their 
week in the Dayton area. 

They also have expressed interest in visiting some of 
our area museums, so we will 

schedule tours at the Dayton Art Institute, the Na-
tional Museum of the United Air Force, 

and the Garst Museum in Greenville. 

I have started a list of potential home hosts, but we're 
looking for more, especially if all fourteen of Indone-
sia friends do make the trip. If you haven't contacted 

me, and are interested in home-hosting please let me 

know. You can contact me at 937 423-9161 or 

by email at tbdoug47@gmail.com. 

Steve Birt, Indonesia Inbound ED 

A N EXCHANGE TO MOSCOW, RUSSIA AND 
TALLIN, ESTONIA is 

scheduled for August of 2011 
in collaboration with the Solo-
thurn, Switzerland club.  The 
Exchange Coordinating Com-
mittee  has chosen Vicki 
Thompson as the Exchange 
Director (E.D.). The exchange 
will be two weeks in duration 
with the possibility of  going 
to a FF conference in Ger-
many afterwards. It is ex-
pected that about 20 ambas-
sadors will be chosen, with 10 
or 12 coming from the Dayton 
club. If you are interested, contact Vicki. vickithomp-
son@woh.rr.com   

T HERE IS  STILL  AN OPPORTUNITY FOR AT-
TENDING THE INTERNATIONAL CONFER-

ENCE IN WASHINGTON, D.C. Oct. 16-18. Eight 

FFD members plan to attend. If you are interested, 
you can go to the FFI website 
www.thefriendshipforce.com and register. 

N OMINATIONS FOR THE NEW FFD BOARD 
WILL TAKE PLACE EARLY NEXT YEAR. If 

you are interested in being on the nominations com-
mittee OR willing to serve on the board, please let 
Vicki Thompson or Dick Graf know. Thanks. 

D OMESTIC EXCHANGES HAVE BECOME A 
POPULAR WAY OF PARTICIPATING IN 

THE CORE FRIENDSHIP FORCE ACTIVITY. If you 

have personal contacts with members of FF clubs in 
other US cities, perhaps you could help us to initiate 
discussions for possible exchanges. If so, let one of 
the officers know. 

{ǘΦ /ŀǘƘŜǊƛƴŜΩǎ ǇŀǎǎŀƎŜ  

in Tallinn 
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O UR CLUB PRESIDENT VICKI THOMPSON has been  

selected by Friendship Force International  as the new U.S Field  

Representative to the Great Lakes Region.  Jill Murphy of Lansing  

is the current incumbent, and she has fulfilled her term.  There is a strong  

Friendship Force of Dayton history here.  Doris Ponitz filled this position  

in the past, and the whole idea of field representatives actually started  

around the year 2000 when Bill Hagan brought the idea forth during his time on the FFI Board and person-
ally conducted the first training for field representatives. Congratulations Vicki. 

D AVID H. PONITZ  LONG TIME FRIENDSHIP FORCE MEMBER IS A 2010 WALK OF FAME 
INDUCTEE  

Educational and Community Leader 

IƻƴƻǊŜŘ ŀǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ ǘƻǇ млл ŎƻƭƭŜƎŜ ǇǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎΣ 5ŀǾŜ tƻƴƛǘȊ ǘǊŀƴǎŦƻǊƳŜŘ {ƛƴŎƭŀƛǊ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ /ƻƭπ
lege into a world class educational facility, equipping thousands of young people and adults alike to com-
pete in the current economy.  His outstanding community involvement in both the public and private sec-
tors has made an enduring impact on organizations and individuals at the local, regional, state and global 
levels. 
 

{ƛƴŎŜ ƛǘǎ ƛƴŎŜǇǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ мффсΣ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ aƛŀƳƛ ±ŀƭƭŜȅΩǎ ²ŀƭƪ ƻŦ CŀƳŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ 
outstanding and enduring personal or professional contributions to the community, nation and the world 
in one or more of the following areas:  Arts and Culture; Aviation; Business/Corporate Leader; Community 
Service; Education; Entertainment/Media; Government/Military; Invention/Innovation; Medicine; Philan-
thropy; Science; or Sports.   
 

A public induction ceremony will be held to honor the 2010 inductees at 10:00 a.m. on September 23rd at 
the Center for Regional Cooperation, in the Wright-Dunbar Business District, 1100 West Third Street.  A 
luncheon honoring current and previous inductees of the Walk of Fame will follow at the Sinclair Confer-
ence Center at Sinclair Community College. The ceremony is free and open to the general community. 
Luncheon tickets will go on sale in August.  For more information about the Walk of Fame, please call 
Wright Dunbar, Inc. at 937-443-0249. 

C ONGRATULATIONS TO JEANNE AND ORVILLE COMER  AS THEY CELEBRATE THEIR 69TH 
WEDDING ANNIVERSARY ON AUGUST 19TH 

N ICK DAVIS IS FEELING MUCH BETTER and has been walking to the Oakwood Library of late, 

according to his wife Bea. Bea and Nick wish to thank all the members for their thoughtful cards. 
They are much appreciated. 

F FD HAS A LARGE ASSORTMENT OF INTERNATIONAL FLAGS that can be loaned to  organiza-

tions for  special occasions. Please call Jeanne Comer, 434-5414, for additional information. 

T HE MURRAY BRIDGE CLUB OF AUSTRALIA WILL BE VISITING US IN SEPTEMBER, 2011 

M AKE PLANS TO ATTEND another gala Holiday party on Dec. 12, 2010, at the Hope Hotel.  

 

T I9w9Ω{ {¢L[[ whha hb ¢I9 CwL9b5{ILt Chw/9 EXCHANGE TO ARGENTINA. See last 

month's newsletter for details. 

 



S TUDENT AMBASSADOR RETURNS FROM PEOPLE TO PEOPLE TRIP 
TO EUROPE. Sarina Tacovic, whose trip was generously supported by members of 

the Friendship Force, the Peace Museum and other members of the greater Dayton com-
munity will be reporting on her trip at a Peace Museum function.  

        

You are cordially invited to attend 

The Annual ñCool Soups for a Hot Causeò 

To benefit the  

                Dayton International Peace Museum  
 

What?        A scrumptious luncheon with donated cold soups  

(one vegan); breads from Ashleyôs Pastry Shop;  

fresh tomatoes & desserts.  Take home a famous vintage Kuntz 
Café bowl.   

 

When?       Friday, July 30, 2010ð11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

 

Where?     New location--Christ Episcopal Church, 20 W. First St.,  

      Dayton, Fellowship Hall 

 

How much?   RSVP and $20 (tax deductible) by July 28 to the Dayton  

Peace Museum, 208 W. Monument Ave., Dayton.   

Credit cards must be brought to the Museum.  Call (937) 227-3223. 

 

What else?    Speaker at 12: 15 p.m.  Door prizes.   

 

VERY SPECIAL SPEAKER 

 

Sarina Tacovic, Centerville HS Junior, born in Bosnia during the siege of 1992, just 
returned from a People to People Student Ambassadors trip to Europe to spread 
peace abroad.  She will speak about her experiences and answer questions. 
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S PECIAL EVENT: GOLDIE POLLITT FLYS AGAIN 

Clear your calendar and join usτSaturday, July 31st,  1:00 PM 

OK, so this event may not be as newsworthy as the upcoming wedding of Chelsea 
Clinton, which is also planned for this same day, but read on: HereΩs your op-
ǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ Řƻ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƳƻǊŜ ŦǳƴΗ 

This story is about Goldie Pollittτone of our Dayton Friendship Force charter 
members, who recently celebrated her 97th birthday.    "Wow - 97!" you sayτbut 
there's more!    She was the winner of the exciting prize last December at the Friend
­ship Force's 30th Anniversary Gala.    The prize in itself was significant - a $100 
membership to the Wright B Flyer,  Inc. organization, but hardly very appealing for a  
97-year-old.   In addition, the holder of the membership is entitled to a flight on 
the Wright "B" Flyer itself.    But, a 97-year-old getting excited about this?    We 
chuckled as we thought of the absurdity of it. Well,   chuckle on, dear friendsτGoldie 
decided SHE WANTED THAT FLIGHTτand by ƎƻƭƭȅΣ ǎƘŜΩǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ƛǘΗ 

You have to know Goldie to appreciate all of this. She and her entire family partici-
pated in the first exchange organized by our Dayton Friendship Force club to Cali, 
Colombia  (1980), an experience none of them will  ever forgetτjust ask them. And 
ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŎƘŜŎƪ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŎƻǊŘǎΣ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ŦƛƴŘ DƻƭŘƛŜ ŀƳƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ¢ƻǇ ¢Ŝƴ ²ƻƳŜƴ ƛƴ 5ŀȅǘƻƴ 
Honorees. She is the first to credit and thank the good Lord for the many bless-
ings that  have protected her and her large family throughout her Iife.  She and her 
late husband Arthur were married over 70 years. 

Goldie has had to slow down a bit after a stroke several years ago, but nothing 
deters this spunky Iady.    Her main mode of transportation is a wheelchair, but 
for one exciting afternoon sheΩll  disregard that wheelchair and soar through 
the sky on wing power, totally ignoring her wheels on the ground. 

If you're not going to the Clinton bash, why not join us as we wave to Goldie 
Pollitt as she takes off in the "flying machine" to enjoy the blue skies of 
Miamisburg, Ohio.  The Wright "B" Flyer will  ascend from the Dayton-Wright 
Brothers Airport, 10550 Springboro Pike, Miamisburg. The white hangar is situ-
ated alongside several  other aircraft hangars and commercial  buildings.   Just 
look for the portraits of Orville and Wilbur Wright that grace the front of 
ǘƘŜ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎΦ [ŜǘΩǎ ŀƭƭ ŎƘŜŜǊ DƻƭŘƛŜ ƻƴ.  



P.O. Box 291992 

Dayton, Ohio 45429-1992 
 

 

 

    

   UPCOMING EVENTS    
 

SEPT 10-29, 2010    Global Exchange to   Australia  &  

                                     New Zealand   E.D. Gary Mitchner 

OCTOBER 3, 2010    Kettering Picnic (Hills & Dales, Paw Paw Camp) 

OCT 8τ15, 2010                     InboundτIndonesia  E. D.  Steve Birt 

OCT 16τ18, 2010   International Conference Wash. D.C. 

DEC. 12, 2010   DAYTON FF HOLIDAY PARTY, HOPE HOTEL 

AUGUST 2011   Collaborative exchange to Moscow, Russia 

     And Tallin, Estonia  E.D.  Vicki Thompson 

AUGUST 26-30, 2011   FFI World Conference, Hamburg, Germany 

SEPTEMBER 1, 2011  Inbound Exchange , Murray Bridge, Austrailia 

FIRST CLASS 


