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NEWSLETTER 

FRIENDSHIP FORCE OF DAYTON, OHIO 

Orville Wright in flight over  
Huffman Prairie, approxi-
mately 1,760 feet in 40 1/5 
seconds, Nov. 16, 1904. (Lib. 
Cong.) 

       March 2010 

Dear Friends,  

 ¢ƘŜ ǎƴƻǿ ƛǎ ƭƻǾŜƭȅ ǿƘŜƴ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŦǊŜǎƘ ŀƴŘ ǿƘƛǘŜ ŀƴŘ ŦƭǳŦŦȅΣ ōǳǘ LΩƳ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀǎ ƘŀǇǇȅ 
to see it go as I was excited to see it come.  Spring is in the air, and nothing is better at giving 
the winter doldrums the boot than the promise of sunny days to come!  Just as nature begins 
to bloom with the arrival of longer days, so we in Friendship Force also begin to stir with 
more vigor as the temperatures rise. 

 Earlier this month it was a delight to enjoy World Friendship Day.  If you missed it, 
you missed a great evening.  Louise Van Vliet led the planning which brought out lots of folks 
to enjoy music, participate in folk dancing, indulge in refreshments, and delight in the dis-
Ǉƭŀȅǎ ƻŦ Ǉŀǎǘ ŜȄŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ ǘƻ ǇƭŀŎŜǎ ƭƛƪŜ WŀǇŀƴΣ wǳǎǎƛŀΣ bƻǊǿŀȅΣ ŀƴŘ /ƻǎǘŀ wƛŎŀΦ  ¸ƻǳΩƭƭ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘŜƭȅ 
want to make a mental note to attend next yearτfor which Louise has again agreed to lead 
ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎΦ  bƻǿ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜΗ  ²ƘƛŎƘ ǊŜƳƛƴŘǎ ƳŜ Φ Φ Φ 

 For the past two months, we talked about the first two action verbs in The Friend-
ǎƘƛǇ CƻǊŎŜ LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǘŀƎƭƛƴŜ Φ Φ Φ ά9ȄǇƭƻǊŜ ς Understand ς {ŜǊǾŜΦέ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ƳƻƴǘƘ ƭŜǘΩǎ Ŏƻƴπ
sider the third word ς serve.  There are countless ways in which we serve as Friendship Force 
members.  We serve as citizen ambassadors on behalf of our country, acting as representa-
tives to help break down negative stereotypes that others around the world sometimes have 
about Americans.  We serve as hosts by offering hospitality which helps overcome barriers of 
communication and bridges understanding across cultural divides.  We serve our local club 
by working either up-front or behind-the-scenes on activities that help us connect among 
members.  We serve the less fortunate when we choose to participate in some of the unique 
FFI exchanges that take us to disadvantaged areas to help with community projects.  We 
serve humanity when we choose to listen, learn, and live our lives in ways that show friend-
ship and tolerance and are deterrents to hatred and strife.  Author and activist Marian 
²ǊƛƎƘǘ 9ŘŜƭƳŀƴ ƻƴŎŜ ǎŀƛŘΣ ά{ŜǊǾƛŎŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƴǘ ǿŜ Ǉŀȅ ŦƻǊ ōŜƛƴƎΦέ  ¢ƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘƛƳŜ L ƘŜŀǊŘ ǘƘƛǎ 
ǉǳƻǘŜΣ L ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ǎŀƛŘ άōǊŜŀǘƘƛƴƎέ όǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ άōŜƛƴƎέύΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƳŀŘŜ ǘƘŜ 
idea even more powerful to me!  Regardless, I encourage everyone to consider how you can 
serveΦ  ²Ŝ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ŀƭƭ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎΣ ōǳǘ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ŀƭƭ serve in some way.  
Thank you for your willingness to serve! 

 bŜȄǘ ƳƻƴǘƘ LΩƭƭ ƭƻƻƪ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜƛƴƎ ŜǾŜƴ ƳƻǊŜ ƻŦ ȅƻǳ ōǊŜŀƪƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ŦǊƻƳ ƘƛōŜǊƴŀπ
tion at our annual meeting.  Please read further in the newsletter for more details.  Also, at 
last count, it appeared there may still be an opening on the domestic exchange to MI.  Call 
{ǳŜ /ǊŀƳŜǊ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘΦ  !ƭǎƻΣ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǿŀƛǘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƛŘŜŀƭ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅ ƻŦŦ 
ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƴŘǎ άŘƻǿƴ-ǳƴŘŜǊΣέ ǘƘƛǎ Ŧŀƭƭ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ǘǿƻ ƎǊŜŀǘ Ŏƭǳōǎ ǿƛǘƘ 
our exchange to Australia followed by an excursion to New Zealand.   

 Lastly, check the calendar on the back of the newsletter for other upcoming events.  
Hint:  We have two picnics scheduled for this summerτplus ambassadors from Indonesia.  
5ƻƴΩǘ Ƴƛǎǎ ƻǳǘΗ         bƻǿ ƻŦŦ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǿƻƻƭŜƴ ǎƻŎƪǎ Φ Φ Φ 

       In friendship, 

       Vicki Thompson 

       President 
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E XCHANGE NEWS: 

T HE AUSTRALIAN/NEW ZEA-
LAND OUTGOING exchange's dates 

are Sept 10τSept 29, 
2010, with hosts in Can-
berra and the Gold 
Coast, stays in Sydney 
and an additional land 
tour of the southern 

island of New Zealand. 
The approximate cost for transportation, fees, hotel 
in Sydney, insurance and landtour  is $4,368. 
 

C urrently about 30 people have  expressed in-

terest in the exchange and 10 have made their 
deposits.   If interested or wish more information, 
call or e-mail Gary Mitchner 937-299-1663 or  
gary.mitchner@gmail.com  

I NBOUND FROM JAKARTA and 
ALL INDONESIA is scheduled for July of 

2010. Steve Birt is the exchange director.   Steve re-
ports: 

Rick, Betty and I are getting ready for the Indonesia 
inbound, which is scheduled for the second week in 
July (exact dates uncertain). We've been in contact 
with Asti Mochtar, the Indonesia ED, and as of our 
last communication she still doesn't know how many 
will be coming; however, she estimates 15-20 ambas-
sadors will be visiting. Several of our club members 
have already volunteered to host. So far, we have five 
members who have volunteered to home host, five 
who have volunteered to dinner host and one couple 
who have volunteered to day host. Obviously, we 
don't yet know how many home hosts we're going to 
need, but we're still attempting to establish a list. So, 
if you're interested in home hosting, please contact 
me at the following email address: 

hetuck47@gmail.com.  

We have also been busy establishing an interesting 
itinerary for our ambassadors from Indonesia. More 
on this later. 

 

A  SAD NOTE: Charles Federle, a long time 

member and husband of Mary K., passed away 
last month.  

T hank you, dear friends, for your 

ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘŦǳƭƴŜǎǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ƻŦ /ƘŀǊƭŜǎΩ ŘŜŀǘƘΦ 

Even though he was not an active participant in the 

Friendship Force, he was a staunch supporter. He 

encouraged my participation and kept the home fires 

burning while I traveled with the club. 

Yes, I miss him and am so thankful to have three 

ƭƻǾŜƭȅ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊǎΣ aŜǊǊƛƭȅΣ /ƘŜŜǊƛ ŀƴŘ Wƻȅ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ά 

¢ƘŜ ²ƛƴŘ .ŜƴŜŀǘƘ aȅ ²ƛƴƎǎέΦ 

Thank you, 

 Mary K. Federle 

A  memorial contribution to the Dayton Friend-
ǎƘƛǇ CƻǊŎŜ /ƭǳō Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ƳŀŘŜ ƛƴ /ƘŀǊƭŜǎΩ 

honor  by Orville and Jeanne Comer 

 

 

 

M ISS ION  
To promote global understanding across the barriers that 

separate people 

VALUE S  
Mutual Respect Å Cultural Diversity Å Cultural Exploration  

Service 

V IS ION  
Each individual will make a contribution to global goodwill. 

The Friendship Force worldwide network of clubs and indi 

viduals will overcome differences among people and nations. 

By connecting the world, one friend at a time, we will create a 

world of friends that becomes a world of peace. 
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A  DOMESTIC EXCHANGE TO MICHIGAN IS SCHEDULED FOR MAY 
2τ8.  We have been invited by the Western Michigan 

and Lansing clubs to visit them in May.  The Exchange Director 
(E.D.) is Sue Cramer.  

The itinerary is not set in stone at this time,  but some of the pro-
spective places are:  Meijer Garden and Sculpture Park with a Chi-
luly Glass exhibit; The International Music Festival with jazz and 
classical premier piano performances; President Ford Museum;  
Flight Museum; and Michigan Historical Museum.   The highlight 
will be a visit to the Holland MI Tulip Festival.   If you are inter-
ested in going please contact Sue at 941 627 0035 or by email at 
suencramer@aol.com and send a $100.00 deposit to Vicki 
Thompson. 
A planning meeting will be scheduled soon after April 17th.  
 

O NLY 12 AMBASSADORS CAN BE ACCOMMODATED, so the 
ŎƭǳōΩǎ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ŦƻǊ ƻǾŜǊǎǳōǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ŜȄŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ Ƴŀȅ ŀǇǇƭȅΗ   

A  NOTE FROM LONGTIME FF MEMBER GWEN JOHNSTON OF RUMFORD, RI 

Let me begin by saying that I am finally getting myself together.  What an effort! 

I am sending my annual dues, and I am enclosing a donation from Cheryl Hopkins, 
Judy Foley and Bob Ray in memory of my cousin Alice Ray who died last year.  It is because 
ƻŦ !ƭƛŎŜΩǎ ǎƛǎǘŜǊ aƛƭƭƛŜ ǘƘŀǘ L ōŜŎŀƳŜ ŀ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƻŦ CǊƛŜƴŘǎƘƛǇ CƻǊŎŜΦ 

 In Providence, RI, Millie worked with a woman named Dottie Cook.  Dottie moved 
to Connecticut and there joined the Friendship Force.  The club where Dottie lived was 
planning a trip to Russia, and Millie thought the trip would be an adventure and expressed 
her desire to go along.  Unfortunately, the Connecticut group was filled to capacity, and 
that club advised Dottie to contact the FF club in Dayton, Ohio, because they were also 
planning an exchange to Russia. Dottie asked Millie to go with her, but Millie could not.  
Millie is my cousin and suggested I might like to go instead.  Soon I was communicating with Jean Comer, and Dottie 
and I went  on the exciting exchange to Russia.  That was my first FF exchange; when another cousin Alice retired 
from nursing, I persuaded her to join the Dayton group as well, and she and I went with the Dayton club on an ex-
change to Japan.  Alice was so thrilled with that experience that she later joined our Dayton friends on exchanges to 
New Zealand, and to Sweden.  We had the times of our lives.  Alice and I had wonderful experiences meeting people 
in other countries and learning about their lives.  How I miss my FF travelling companion, Alice! 

 I give thanks to all who helped us along the way.  I still have friends from my first FF trip to Russia, including 
Lois Wagner Meyer who now resides in Florida and Linda Brown who is still in Ohio.  I am grateful, too, for all the 
others whom I met along the way. 

 I will always to thankful to God and to the Friendship Force for the rich, full life I have enjoyed because of 
ǘƘŜǎŜ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜǎΦ  L ǎƻ ŜƴƧƻȅ ǊŜŎŜƛǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 5ŀȅǘƻƴ /ƭǳōΩǎ CC ƴŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƳƛƴƛǎŎƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ Ƴȅ ǘǊŀǾŜƭǎ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳǊ 
club. 

       Love and friendship to all, 

       Gwen Johnston 

mailto:suencramer@aol.com
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H ere is a list of upcoming Friendship Force International Exchanges. 
Detailed information can be found on the FFI website, www.thefriendshipforce.org, or by 

writing to FFI at 233 Peachtree St., Suite 2250, Atlanta, GA  30303 

EXPAND YOUR MIND AND YOUR HEART IN SPECTACULAR SOUTH AFRICA! South Africa April 26 to May 3, 2010 
 
DISCOVER THE OUTBACK WITH A TRIP TO THE OPAL CAPITAL OF THE WORLD AND A GLIMPSE INTO THE MYSTICAL HEART 
OF THE ABORIGINAL! Australia April 28 to May 9, 2010 

(NEW) MEET YOUR AUSSIE PARTNERS IN THE UNITED STATES! San Diego (California), North Colorado and Austin (Texas). 
May 10 to June 4, 2010 

VISIT THE LAND OF 200 WINDMILLS, FIERLJEPPENS, AND TULIPS! Friesland, Amsterdam Netherlands - optional sidetrips: 
Oberammergau, Munich May 17 to 25, 2010 

RARE PAINTED MURALS, THE DANUBE RIVER DELTA AND THE CHARM OF ROMANIAN FAMILY LIFE! Romania May 27 to 
June 9, 2010 

WALK THE COUNTRYSIDE AND COASTLINE ON THE BEAUTIFUL ISLE OF WIGHT ! The Isle of Wight, England June 15 to 21, 
2010 

EXPERIENCE THE WARM COLORS, AROMATIC SPICES AND THE PEOPLE OF GHANA WHO SAY "AKWABA! WELCOME!" Ac-
cra, Ghana June 20 to July 4, 2010 

EXPERIENCE THE LIFESTYLE OF TWO AMERICAN NEIGHBORS: WESTERN CANADA AND THE US PACIFIC NORTHWEST! Cal-
gary, Canada and Olympia (Washington) USA June 23 to July 6, 2010 

/!b!5!Ω{ {¦bbL9{¢ /L¢¸ !b5 ¢I9 D9hDw!tIL/![ I9!w¢ hC ¢I9 /hb¢Lb9b¢Η Medicine Hat, Alberta and Brandon, Win-
nipeg July 25 to August 8, 2010 

           SEE NEXT PAGE FOR MORE 

Renaissance Washington DC Hotel 
202-898-9000 
999 Ninth Street NW 
Washington, DC 20001 
CONFERENCE FEE US$280  

Optional 4-day post conference  home-stay 
US$100. Go to web site for details. 

CONTACT INFORMATION 

Phone: 404-965-4350,  

Email: conf@thefriendshipforce.org 

 

REGISTER TODAY AT: 

http://www.regonline.com/builder/site/ 

Default.aspx?eventid=792335 

F RIENDSHIP FORCE INTER-
NATIONAL 

2010 WORLD CONFERENCE 

OCTOBER 16 τ 18, 2010 

WASHINGTON , DC 

 

http://www.thefriendshipforce.org/catalog/default.aspx
http://www.thefriendshipforce.org/catalog/default.aspx
http://www.thefriendshipforce.org
http://www.thefriendshipforce.org/catalog/catalog_africa.aspx#10157
http://www.thefriendshipforce.org/catalog/catalog_oceana.aspx#ex_3
http://www.thefriendshipforce.org/catalog/catalog_oceana.aspx#ex_3
http://www.thefriendshipforce.org/catalog/catalog_northamerica.aspx#10292
http://www.thefriendshipforce.org/catalog/catalog_europe.aspx#ex4
http://www.thefriendshipforce.org/catalog/catalog_europe.aspx#10204
http://www.thefriendshipforce.org/catalog/catalog_europe.aspx#10206
http://www.thefriendshipforce.org/catalog/catalog_africa.aspx#10200
http://www.thefriendshipforce.org/catalog/catalog_northamerica.aspx#10039
http://www.thefriendshipforce.org/catalog/catalog_northamerica.aspx#10320
http://www.regonline.com/builder/site/Default.aspx?eventid=792335
http://www.regonline.com/builder/site/Default.aspx?eventid=792335


FRIE NDSHIP FORCE  OF DAYTON NE WSLE TTE R     page  5 
 

SCHWERIN FESTIVAL 2010:  Northern Germany Northern Germany July 31 to August 7, 2010 

(NEW) EXPERIENCE THE CHARM OF SOUTHWEST ENGLAND AMIDST OUTSTANDING NATURAL BEAUTY AND QUAINT 
VILLAGES Devon, UK August 27 to September 3, 2010 

WALK THE ANCIENT SILK ROAD IN THIS JOURNEY FOR THE SPIRIT AND THE SENSE! Tashkent, Khiva, Bukhara, and 
Samarkand, Uzbekistan September 4 to 17, 2010 

²9Ω±9 Dh¢ ! {IwLat hb ¢I9 .!w.L9 Chw ¸h¦Η Queanbeyan-Canberra and Gold Coast, Australia September 10 to 
29, 2010 

EXTRAORDINARY WONDERS AWAIT YOU IN EXOTIC MOROCCO! Morocco September 13 to 27, 2010  

(NEW) VISIT ONE OF THE 2010 EUROPEAN CAPITALS OF CULTURE! Pecs, Hungary September 16, 2010 

GO BOATING ON THE BOSPORUS AND RIDE IN A BALLOON OVER CAPPADOCIA IN SPECTACULAR TURKEY! Istanbul, 
Cappadocia, Diyarbakir, Mardin and Sanliurfa, Turkey September 20 to October 3, 2010 

THE GLORIOUS TEMPLES OF KATHMANDU AND THE WARMTH OF NEPALESE HOSPITALITY! Kathmandu, Nepal Sep-
tember 28 to October 10, 2010 

(NEW) DISCOVER AMAZING ARGENTINA AND EXPLORE CENTRAL CHILE ! Argentina and Chile October, 2010 

ANCIENT CIVILIZATIONS - MODERN FRIENDS! Izmir, Turkey October 7 to 24, 2010 

THE SPECTACULAR SYDNEY OPERA HOUSE; AUSSIE HOSPITALITY AND MORE!  Sydney and Cairns October 8 to 22, 
2010 

DAY OF THE DEAD RITUALS, ANCIENT RUINS, FABULOUS FOOD AND MEXICAN HOSPITALITY ! Filobobos, Mexico Octo-
ber 23 to November 3, 2010 

FILL YOUR SENSES WITH MAJESTIC NEW ZEALAND SCENERY & THE BEST OF KIWI HOSPITALITY! New Zealand October 
28 - November 14, 2010 With adventure options to extend through November 20th for coach tour; November 23rd 
for tramping add-on or Nov 28th for Cycling options Trip begins in Auckland, New Zealand. Arrive by mid-morning. 

(NEW) COME TO BALI, YOGYAKARTA ANDSEMARANG, INDONESIA FOR A CULTURAL FEAST AND WARM HOSPITALITY! 
Bali, Yogyakarta & Semarang, Indonesia October 31 to November 16, 2010 

(NEW) HOSPITALITY, CULTURE, AND HERITAGE MIXED WITH STUNNING SCENERY EQUAL ADVENTURE DOWN UN-
DER! AUSTRALIA AND NEW ZEALAND AWAIT US! Thames/Coromandel; New Zealand; Blue Mountains, Australia No-
vember 2 to 18, 2010 

(NEW) EXPERIENCE ANOTHER SIDE OF CHINESE CULTURE IN TAIWAN ς WARM ASIAN HOSPITALITY AT ITS BEST! 
Taipei, Taiwan November 6 ς 21, 2010 

PASSIONATE COLOMBIA! Bogota and Cartagena, Colombia November 30 to December 10, 2010 

(NEW) THE JOYS OF A CANADIAN WINTER: SLEIGH RIDES, SNOW-SHOEING, SKATING, ICE AND SNOW SCULPTURES, 
AND A LESSON IN CURLING! Ottawa, Ontario/Gatineau, Quebec, and Winnipeg, Manitoba February 9 ς 24, 2011 

http://www.thefriendshipforce.org/catalog/catalog_europe.aspx#ex_8
http://www.thefriendshipforce.org/catalog/catalog_europe.aspx#10299
http://www.thefriendshipforce.org/catalog/catalog_europe.aspx#10299
http://www.thefriendshipforce.org/catalog/catalog_europe.aspx#10267
http://www.thefriendshipforce.org/catalog/catalog_oceana.aspx#ex_2
http://www.thefriendshipforce.org/catalog/catalog_africa.aspx#ex_2
http://www.thefriendshipforce.org/catalog/catalog_europe.aspx#10170
http://www.thefriendshipforce.org/catalog/catalog_europe.aspx#ex_9
http://www.thefriendshipforce.org/catalog/catalog_asia.aspx#ex_4
http://www.thefriendshipforce.org/catalog/catalog_southamerica.aspx#10330
http://www.thefriendshipforce.org/catalog/catalog_europe.aspx#10017
http://www.thefriendshipforce.org/catalog/catalog_oceana.aspx#ex_5
http://www.thefriendshipforce.org/catalog/catalog_southamerica.aspx#ex_2
http://www.thefriendshipforce.org/catalog/catalog_oceana.aspx#ex_4
http://www.thefriendshipforce.org/catalog/catalog_asia.aspx#10253
http://www.thefriendshipforce.org/catalog/catalog_oceana.aspx#10145
http://www.thefriendshipforce.org/catalog/catalog_oceana.aspx#10145
http://www.thefriendshipforce.org/catalog/catalog_asia.aspx#10243
http://www.thefriendshipforce.org/catalog/catalog_southamerica.aspx#ex_3
http://www.thefriendshipforce.org/catalog/catalog_northamerica.aspx#10278
http://www.thefriendshipforce.org/catalog/catalog_northamerica.aspx#10278
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W orld Friendship Day was 

celebrated at Hithergreen 

Center in Centerville on March 2, 2010.  The 

community was invited to share FF members' experiences in hosting 

and being hosted, par-

ticipating in folk dancing 

from around the world 

with the Miami Valley 

Folk Dancers and enjoy-

ing traditional American 

folk music played by the 

Hithergreen Strum-

mers. Tom Graham 

demonstrated his ex-

traordinary pitching prowess in winning Juego de Sapo, the traditional game of the Incas. 

 

I NFORMATION FOR FRIENDSHIP FORCE ANNUAL MEETING: 
Saturday, April 10th, 2010 

Presidential Banquet Center, Kohler Hall 

4572 Presidential Way 

Kettering, Ohio  45429 

 

9AM- Social 

9:30 AM- Breakfast 

10:30AM- Meeting 

 

Cost for Breakfast- $15.00 per person 

Send check to Vicki Graf, 7000 Cherbourg Pl, Dayton, Ohio 45459 

RSVP by April 2, 2010 - Vicki Graf 937-435-2690, graf7000@woh.rr.com 

 


